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Geena’s folly and 

a $ 100 in tudsey 

l Plywood’s biggest movie disaster 
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Special Report 
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Under the volcano: An island waits in fear 


breath-test 

crackdown 

Automatic checks for all drivers 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

The police are ready to launch 
a new dampdown on drink- 
driving following fears that a 
hard core of motorists is con- 
tinuing to go on the road while 
over the limi t. 

Under new police proposals 
every motorist involved in a 
road acd dent, however minor, 
would undergo a compulsory 
breath test. The compulsory 
drink-driving initiative is 
expected to be given the 
go-ahead today at the Chief 
Constables* Council, the main 
ratifying bcxfy of the Association 
of Chief Police Officers (Acpo). 

Under the proposals any dri- 
ver involved in a road accident 
at which a police officer attends 
or is asked to investigate will be 
breathalysed. Since 1992 all 
drivers in Britain are automat- 
ically breathalysed after acci- 
dents in which someone is 
injured. However, when no one 
is hurt it is up to the police 
officer’s discretion whether dri- 
vers should be tested. 

Police chiefs are concerned 
that the anti drink-driving cam: 
paign has stalled. In 1994, 
678.500 people took breath 
tests in England and Wales - 13 
per cent more than the previ- 
ous year. There were 93,300 
people who tested positive or re- 
fused tests - up by about 4,000 
on 1993. 

Studies have identified that 
middle-aged men are particu- 
larly resistant to anti drink- 
drive campaigns. A study in 
1994 also found that 93 per cent 
of motorists convicted of drink- 
ing and driving had at least two 
offences, suggesting that the 
problem is confined to a small 
group of people. 

The percentage of people 
found positive when tested has 
dramatically declined since 
1984, when 42 per cent were 
found over the limit, but in re- 


cent years the decline has 
slowed. In 1990, it was 17 per 
cent, this dropped 1 per cent in 
1991, rose to 17 per cent in 1992, 
dropped to 15 per cent the fol- 
lowing year and reached 14 
per cent in 1994. 

David Wiliams, Chief Con- 
stable of Surrey and chairman 
of Acpo’s Traffic Committee, is 
expected to say in a report at to- 
day’s meeting: “There’s concern 
that the downward trend in 



drink-driving -.has -Beached a.-r 
plateau and there’s a need to get 
the hard core who are ignoring 
the message." 

One way of doing this, Mr 
Williams, is expected to suggest 
is to ensure that every driver in- 
volved in aroadacridentwfl] be 
breath-tested whether or not 
alcohol is suspected. At present 
a police officer can force a 
person to take a breath-test if 
there is reasonable cause to sus- 
pect that the person has been 
driving or attempting to drive 
with alcohol in their body, that 
be or she has committed a dri- 
ving offence, or that they have 
been involved in an accident 

Some forces already test for 
alcohol after almost every ac- 
cident, but otheis only use a 
breathalyser when someone has . 
been hurt. Several forces are 


known to be unhappy about 
having compulsory tests be- 
cause of the extra costs. 

Helen Peggs, of Victim Sup- 
port, said yesterday that the 
group had long campaigned 
for compulsory testing in cases 
involving death or injury. 
“There’s a strong feeling among 
bereaved families that many 
causes of road accidents are not 
adequately dealt with in court 
Additional testing would also 
deter drink-driving,” she said. 

In a separate development 
the police are also considering 
lowering the standard used to 
match fingerprints found at a 
crime scene with those of a sus- 
pect A report for police chiefs 
has concluded that the current 
system, in which there must be 
16 identical features between 
the prints, is arbitrazy and allows 
many criminals to escape pros- 
ecution. 

Instead they will be asked to 
consider replacing it with a 
simil ar system to the one used 
in Australia, in which the pros- 
ecution relies upon a qualified 
expert to determine whether 
two sets of prints match. This 
may r be t®sed. Op. less than Jti 
identical features- Experts com- 
pare the uniqiie joins and ridges 
of a person's finger print 

A Home Office spokes- 
woman said: “The 16-pcnnt sys- 
tem is widely used. However, 
die police are entitled to change 
their working practice." 

Duncan Lnaig-Prean, deputy 
director of liberty, the civil 
rights group, yesterday ex- 
posed grave concern about any 
change in which the standard of 
proof might be lowered. He 
said: “If the scientific standards 
are lowered and the opinion of 
a so called expert is reued more 
upon this could lead to mistakes. 
The current 16-point system is 
considered fool-proof. It the 
quality of this is lowered the de- 
fence must be given a chance to 
challenge expert evidence.” 



Mother and child look to the darkening skies of 
(Nveston, Montserrat, where volcanic ash shot five 
miles high over the island on Monday night just 
days after the 9,000 residents were evacuated 


to government shelters and private homes at the 
northern end of the 33-square- mfle British colony. 
The Soufriere Hills volcano, which had been vir- 
tually dormant for the past 100 years, is spew- 


ing a mixture of ash and hot gaseous rock. Britain 
is sending two top seismologists to the Caribbean 
island as fears of a massive volcanic eruption soar. 

Photograph: AP Photo 


Labour attacks Ulster policy 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Labour last night made its first 
public criticism of the Govern- 
ment's policy on Ulster, when 
Maijone Mowlam, the party’s 
Northern Ireland spokesper- 
son, said it had made an “error 



elected peace forum and 
the ground rules for subse- 
quent all party talks. 

The criticism came as it 
launched an initiative designed 
to keep the peace process on 
track. Dr Mowlam called on the 
Government to make its plans 
public immediately, amid na- 
tionalist fears that the angle seat 
majority it faces after tomor- 


row’s Staffordshire South East 
by-election could force the 
Tbries to make concessions to 
the Ulster Undonists who will in- 
creasingly hold the balance in 
the Commons over the coming 
months. 

Dr Mowlam said that she 
was against any attempt to “en- 
hance the role of" the 110 
member forum from which ne- 
gotiators will be chosen. While 
John Major has explicitly 
promised that the forum will in 
no way turn into a Stormont- 
style assembly, there are fears 
within the nationalist commu- 
nity that what will be inevitably 
be the unionist-dominated fo- 
rum could be given excessive in- 
fluence over the progress of aU- 
party talks. 


Dr Mowlam is pressing the 
Government to publish its de- 
tailed proposals to allay such 
fears and die warned last night 
that the “forum must be entirely 
separate from the negotiations 
ana make no contribution to the 
negotiations unless specifically 
asked to do so by the negotia- 
tors themselves". 

The initiative is significant 
because the Government is 
counting on Labour support 
when it brings forward the leg- 
islation for the Northern Ireland 
elections planned for 30 May- 
. Labour is not threatening to 
withhold its support for the 
Bill, but wants its views taken 
into account before the legis- 
lation comes forward. 

Dr Mowlam, who also re- 


leased for the first time detailed 
questions about the process 
which she put to sir Patrick May- 
hew, the Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary on 2 April, said: 
“Bipartisanship is more crucial 
than ever. With the Govern- 
ment on a knife-edge we must 
continue to put the peace 
process above party politics." 

In a separate move. Dr 
Mowlam is proposing a new in- 
dependent body to examine 
the case - and possible routes 
- for further marches in North- 
ern Ireland in the wake of 
Monday’s stand-off between 


loyalists and the RUC in 
Belfast. Such a body would hot 
have stautory force but would 
be a source of independent ad- 
vice on the handling of key 
marches planned between now 
and the summer -when all-par- 
ty talks are expected. 

However, the RUC is pinning 
its hopes for a peaceful march- 
ing season on year-long, grass- 
roots talks between nationalist 
and loyalist communities. 

As police and politicians ap- 
pealed for calm following Mon- 
day night's riois in Belfast, 
TURN TO PAGE 2 


Mortgage rate cut to lowest for 31 years 


nic cicum 

and DIANE COYLE 

Nationwide, the UK’s second- 
largest building society, yester- 
day fired a further round in the 
mortgage price war by slashing 
the cost of its home loans to 6.74 
per cent, the lowest rate since 
January 1965 

The reduction was immedi- 
ately matched by Yorkshire 
Building Society, making the 
two-societies the cheapest high 
street lenders in the market. 

Nationwide and Yorkshire 
said the new rate, 0.25 per cent 
lower than before, would apply 
to both new and existing bor- 
rowers from 1 May. It brings 
down the monthly cost of a 
£60,000 endowment mortgage 
by almost £24. 

Savings rates will also be cut 

by the same amount, but 


Nationwide insisted its rates 
would remain competitive. 

Nationwide's and Yorkshire's 
initiative is part of a growing 
division between societies which 
are' determined to remain 
mutual, while most of their 
rivals have announced plans to 
float on the stockmarkeL 

Brian Davies, Nationwide's 
chief executive, said: “Our lat- 
est move ensures that both our 
savers and borrowers wfll con- 
tinue to have a real competitive 
advantage, demonstrating, once 
again, that you really are better 
off with a building society.” 

Despite the Nationwide's 
announcement, the Chancellor, 
Kenneth Clarke, was yesterday 


The last time rates Were 


The average house cost £3,820, and the. aver 
age weekly.: wage was around £16. . 

■ The Rolling Stones had three No i singles while 
Roger Moore and Patrick McGoohan were the high- 
est paid British actors on £2,000 a week. 

■ Ian Brady and Myra Hiridley were charged with 
murder, and the death penalty was abolished , 

■ A two-week package holiday to the Costa del Sol 
would cost from £66 and to Greece from £93. 

■ British Rail published plans to cut the rail ser- 
vice in half, following the Beeching Report 


^ ident forecasters, the 

six “wise persons’ 1 , to be cau- 
tious about further reductions 
in the cost of borrowing. 


Although they welcomed 
recent base rate cuts, two said 
there was a case for increasing 
them, if the Government was 
serious about its inflation tar- 
get Another three thought the 
next -move in rates would not 
necessarily be downwards. 


Only one urged a reduction. 

Some G'ty analysts argued 
the Chancellor could squeeze in 
another quarter-point cut to 
5.75 per cent at the meeting be- 
tween Mr 'Clarke and Eddie 
George, Governor of the Bank 
of England, due on 8 May. 


Most major lenders said yes- 
terday they did not intend to cut 
their rates, which currently 
stand at about 7.25 per cent, at 
least £47 more a month on a 
£60,000 endowment mortgage 
than Nationwide. 

Abbey National said: “We 
have no intention to move. We 
have already responded to the 
[official] base rate cut [to 6 per 
cent] when it was made last 
month." 

Halifax, Woolwich, Barclays 
Bank and Alliance & Leicester 
also said they had no plans at 
present to follow suit. 

Cheltenham & Gloucester, 
which was taken over by Lloyds 
Bank last year, will not cut the 
cost of its home loans below the 
6.95 per cent it intends charg- 
ing its 600,000 borrowers from 
l.June, unless other major 
lenders do so first. 


Nationwide’s decision was 
hailed by experts as a further 
underpinning of the bousing 
market’s fragile recovery. 

Don Smith, UK economist 
at HSBC Midland, said it 
“underlines the depth of com- 
petition there is in the mortgage 
market, and that can only be 
good for the housing market". 

A new survey by TSB showed 
the cost of buyzng a home is the 
lowest for 18 years. A typical 
buyer now pays £25.70 towards 
a mortgage out of every £100 of 
take-home pay. Last summer, 
the amount was more than £30. 

In February, Nationwide 
launched its first strike in the 
price war between the soci- 
eties, when it gave its 7 million 
members members £200m in 
annual profits. 

Woolwich row. page 15 
Output sluggish, page 15 
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The BSfe scare meant that trade 
was booming yesterday at one 
of thie first horse-meat shops to 
open in Britain since the Sec- 
ond World V&r. - Page 3 

High cost of shyness 

Impotent men are paying£l$® 
for" treatment available' for lit- 
tle or no cost bit the NHS, be- 
cause they are loo embarrassed 
to see their GPs. Page 3 

Today ’s weather 

Sunshine and showers in most 
areas.;. Section two, page 29 


Troops hunt ‘world’s worst serial killer’ 


HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 

Troops have been rushed to a 
small village ip the Ukraine to 
try to foil a serial murderer who 

has killed 40 out of tbe UOO vil- 
lagers in three months. 

Whole families in Bratko- 
vichi, a hamlet near the Palish 
border, have been slaughtered 
by the killer who the authorities 

are now trying to stop with a di- 
vision of national guards. 
Alexander Yevashchenko, of 


the Ukrainian CTD. said the 
murders were befieved to be the 
work of one man. *Tt is die 
worst ldQer the Ukraine has lever 
.seen; and: may be the worst 
crime spree m history.” 

Andrei Qrikatikx, the Rostov 
Ripper executed in 1994, had 
prenousfybekl that tide with 52 
child victims murdered over 17 ■ 
. years. .The “Beast of Braiko- 
vfchT has cmfy been active since 
December 

The death toff is so high be- 
cause the Sailer targets entire 


families. “He breaks into hous- 
* eseaiiy in the morning, shoots 
all the inhabitan ts, including the 
children, and then sets the 
house on fire,” said Insp Yev- 
ashchenko. 

The killer first struck on 30 
December when he murdered 
a family of four in theirbeds and 
then killed a passer-by who ev- 
. -ideally saw him Seeing. In his 
latest attack he shot another 
family of four -a man, his wife, 
their daughter and the .wife's 
disabled sister. The murderer 


has not sexually assaulted any 
of his victims and police are puz- 
zled as to his motive. 

Over 100 investigators are 
working on the case and troops 
have been sent m to calm the 
population. In addition, street 
lights and telephones have been 
installed in the hamlet which, 
like most rural settlements in 
the former Soviet Union, was 
scarcely Living in the 20th cen- 
tury until the killings started 
in Soviet times, the Com- 
munist-controlled press only 


reported crime news from the 
West This lade of Glasnostwas 
one reason why Chikatilo was 
able to kill for so long around 
the southern Russian city of 
Rostov - the public was left in 
ignorance ana the police were 
unable to appeal for witnesses. 
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ABBEYLOAN. THE FAST, 
AFFORDABLE PERSONAL LOAN. 

Why just dream of a new car or an 
amazing holiday? Treat yourself to a little 


Abbeyness by simply 
calling us on: 

0345 54 55 56 


& 


'.v 




■ 


K86 


Opening hours Monday . Frtday 5.00am . 9,00pm. Saturday K.'Xum - 4.0rtpm. Hose 
quote referent* 7066 . Fne roar security and in aunt us m tmprmmc nur ,ni m 

HUS’ rectH ot monitor all calls to Abhor National tiirra. Customers who do not 
satisfy* our normal credit scoring criteria bln be ottered a loan at an APR of 
up to 554 higher than the rales shown. Th* rate of J .ire applies in loan* orcr 
£l 1.1.000 and prior to the promotion ra 1S.4‘* APR. Rsus applicable injbl Jl.i.%. All 
rates are typical. Ahfcey N apodal reserves da. njht to refine an application fur a L>an fr.r 
certain purposes. Mow do not enter nto a credit agreetecar unit s< »«i ran affiinl ike 
repayment*. Luiro art njbject to Gains and nut .av ail d ,!.. s„ ptrjuru under J k * rears. 
Written CJU.-WO* avail si ife no rupee . AMt-e Naims’ ai.i -Ju Um).r*JU C-.apli symbul 
are trafemarb A Miry National pk. Abbey House, 'ialcr Sew. L.n-li^i NWjbXJ.. 
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Street’ cruises for fell over video’s brief honeymoon 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 


The makers of the ITV soap 
opera Coronation Street could 
face heavy fines for showing the 
honeymoon of two of its biggest 
stars on television - after pro- 
moting it as exclusively for sale 
on video. 

The Independent Television 
Commission has launched an in- 
vestigation after it received 
complaints from 70 viewers 
about Granada's decision to 
screen the 75-minute special on 


the honeymoon of characters 
Raquel and Curiy on ITV after 
it had promoted it as exclusive 
to video for £13.99. Granada has 
also received letters from sev- 
eral hundreds of viewers at its 
Manchester studios demanding 
an explanation. 

Some 750,000 people bought 
Coronation Street - the Cndse on 
video, making Granada an es- 
timated £I0m. But many say 
they only did so because they 
were led to believe it would nev- 
er be shown on television. 

In fact less than four months 


after it went on sale in Decem- 
ber a shortened version was 
shown on ITV on 24 March. 

More than 16 million view- 
ers watched Raquel and Curly’s 
antics as they joined a luxury 
cruise only to discover that 
they had no tickets and could 
not even share a bedroom. 

Three other Coronation 
Street stars also featured in the 
special: Alex Gilroy. Mavis 
Wilton and Rita Sullivan. 


Yesterday an ITC spokes- 
oman said that following 


woman said that following 
Granada's announcement that 


it would be on the nation's 
television screens last month 
they had been inundated wife 
complaints. 

“We’ve bad around 70 com- 
plaints from viewers who 
bought the video on the un- 
derstanding that it was exclusive 
to video and then a version was 
shown on TV,” she said “We 
have asked Granada for an ex- 
planation and we are awaiting 
their response." 

What viewers perceive as 
the cruise “con" has been wors- 
ened by ITV Haims that Grana- 


da had known all along it would 
be shown on television but 
cold-bloodedly gave the oppo- 
site impression to maximise 
profits. One source said: “This 
is the consequence of their dri- 
ve to push up profits. They are 
getting greedy.” 

A Granada spokesman ad- 
mitted that it had always 
planned to put the honeymoon 
episode on television, and had 
deliberately removed the pre- 
printed sticker saying “Only 
on video” after the television 
showing. 


But he denied £hat ; buyeciof 
the extended episode h&dbeen 
misled- “It’s grossly mrsteatfirtg 


plaints the ITC claims to- 
received as befog repre sentative 
of the three quarters of a mil- 
lion people who bought and en- 
joyed the video,” he warned. 

“Initially it was made avail- 
able esdi^vely on video and we 
had an agreement with TTV to 
a version available to 
them once a suitable period had 

elapsed. The video enabled 
viewers to see the honeymoon 


immediately following _ the 
episode showing the wedding. 

- The row on the 35th arir 
mversary of Britain's best-loved 
soap opera reflects Granada’s 
increasingly commercial ap- 
proach to HYs “jewel in the 
crown". • 

Tjgt month it announced a 
£10m sponsorship deal with 
Cadbury’s for the show and it 
also offers lucrative studio 
tours, books and a magazine 
linked to the programme mid 
even the World of Coronation 
Street, m Blackpool. 


BBC Arabic TV 


closure revives 


censorship fears 


MATHEW HORS MAN 

Media Editor 


The BBC was last night accused 
of a “sneering and racist attack 
on Islamic law and culture” as 
a bitter row erupted over the 
cancellation of the corpora- 
tion’s Arabic lan g ua g e television 
service. 

The row looked certain to re- 
vive concerns about the BBC's 
relationships with outside 
broadcasters in the developing 
world, which many believe lead 
inevitably to threats of 
censorship. 

Orbit, owned by the Mawarid 
Group of Saudi Arabia, which 
had been providing the service 
to its subscribers in the Middle 
East, north Africa and Europe, 
said it had “unilaterally termi- 
nated" its contract with the 
BBC. following what it claimed 
were “many attempts to per- 
suade the BBC to be more 
sensitive". 

The BBC stood by its state- 
ment made on Monday that 
both parties “had given notice 
of their intention" to terminate 
the service, and that the two 
were seeking an agreed settle- 
ment of “outstanding matters”. 
These were believed to include 
financial arrangements. 

A spokesman added last 
night: “The BBC does not pro- 
pose to discuss the legal issues 
whilst negotiations are taking 
place and possible legal pro- 


ceedings are pending." 

The controversial i 0-year 
contract, worth about £10m a 
year to the BBC was fully fi- 
nanced by Orbit, although the 
service was produced by the 
BBC out of its studios in Lon- 
don, involving 250 staff. 

The BBC said yesterday it 
would endeavour to find other 
jobs for the employees, but 
conceded that would be difficult 
given the “specialised” skills of 
the staff involved. 

The confidential contract, 
signed two years ago, gave the 
BBC editorial control. Orbit 
said, but only provided “cultural 
sensitivities” were observed. 
Orbit claimed that the BBC had 
promised to edit the pro- 
gramme prior to t ransmiss ion. 
“This it did not do,” Orbit said 
in its statement 

The BBC said it was “satis- 
fied that it has complied fully 
with all the terms of its contract 
including its obligations as to lo- 
cal sensitivities." 

The BBC transmission on 4 
April of a Panorama pro- 
gramme entitled “Death of a 
Principle” which was highly 
critical of Saudi Arabia's human 
rights record, led to the decision 
to terminate, Alexander Zilo, 
Orbit’s president said yesterday. 
- Commenting on the Panora- 
ma programme, the company 
said the producers had “as- 
sembled isolated incidents and 
interviews, many with admitted 


felons, to allege improprieties 
in the application of Islamic law. 
The tabloid and sensationalist 
representation triggered out- 
rage in the Islamic communities 
of Europe, the Middle East and 
Northern Africa." 

The BBC’s arrangements 
with Orbit were unlike those it 
has established with other 
broadcasters, a BBC spokesman 
said. Generally, BBC World- 
wide, the corporation’s com- 
mercial arm. has packaged its 
news, entertainment and cur- 
rent affairs programming for 
broadcast outside the UK, in co- 
operation with private sector 
partners. 

In the case of the Arabic ser- 
vice, tbe BBC produced origi- 
nal programming for a single 
client, supplementing this with 
programmes such as Panorama. 

The BBC's use of outside 
broadcasters has already gen- 


erated instances of censorship 
itics al- 


in overseas markets, critics 
lege. In Bahrain, last week’s 
Panorama programme was 
twice scheduled to run on the 
state-owned main network, but 
was blacked out both times 
and replaced by announce- 
ments that there had been tech- 
nical difficulties. 

Star TV, controlled by me- 
dia tycoon Rupert Murdoch, 
bowed to pressure from fee Chi- 
nese government and removed 
the BBC World Service from its 
service in China. 


Move to halt 
lottery child 
ticket sales 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 


Children are illegally buying lot- 
tery tickets and sera tc hards 
without fear of being caught be- 
cause of confusion over who is 
responsible for policing the 
crime, it emerged yesterday. 

A new investigation and 
prosecution policy is being 
drawn up by the Home Office, 
the police, trading standards, 
and Camelot. the National Lot- 
tery operator, in a attempt to 
solve the problem. 

The move follows the police’s 
refusal to use their resources on 
staking out shops or checking 
youngsters for buying tickets un- 
der the legal limit of 16. Any re- 
tailer who knowingly sells a 
ticket to a under-age player 
faces a £5,000 fine or up to two 


years in jail. 
tOiie' 


The Chief Constable’s Coun- 
cil, the main ratifying body of 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers (ACPO), is expected to 
agreed to a three point holding 
plan today until a new policy can 
be drawn up. 

The council is likely to agree 
that the police will not actively 
attempt to catch under aged of- 
fenders but any offences that are 
reported to them will be passed 
on to Camelot who will deride 
what action should be taken 


the retailer. The police 
continue to deal with the 
more serious crimes such as 
fraud, theft and deceptiorCY.*^' 
An ACPO spokesman said: 
“There seems to be an as- 
sumption by the Department of 
National Heritage that it was up 
to the police to refer cases of 
newsagents selling tickets to 
under aged kids to the Crown 
Prosecution Service. We be- 
lieve it should be up be up to 
local authority trading stan- 
dard officers. We are currently 
discussing a prosecution policy.” 

The problem of under aged 
youngsters was highlighted in 
November when a 15-year-old 
bought a winning scratchcard. 
Camelot is taking Prudence 
Beech to court over the £10,000 
her son, Clayton, from Scholar 
Green, Cheshire, won. 

The company wants the High 
Court to establish that children 
may not buy Instants for adults. 
The CPS decided not to take 
any c rimin al action after his 
mother collected his winnings. 

A spokeswoman for the her- 
itage department said: “Trading 
standards and the police have 
to take forward prosecutions of 
retailers that sell tickets to peo- 

E le under aged. There seems to 
e some confusion from both 
sides and attempts are being 
made to clarify the rules.” 


Labour in 
move to 
sweeten 
Murdoch 


Loonylugs candidate on wrong side of the law 



IN BRIEF 


School massacre 
gym demolished 

Work begins today on demol- 
ishing the school gym where 16 
children and their teacher were 
massacred by a gunman last 
month- Bereaved parents of 
the Dunblane primary. school- 
children, most of whom were 

aged five, had the final say m de - 
ciding it should be pulled down. ; 

The work will be completed 
well before pupils return <m 
Monday from their Easter hol- 
iday. Meanwhile the Dunblane 
inquiry chaired by the leading 
Scottish judge Lord Cullen will 
hold a preliminary heating in . 
Stirling on 1 May. 

This wiU deal wife procedural 
issues ahead of the full. inqiazy, 
which is likely to start m late 
May or early June and last 
about four weeks. 


Police chief retires 

Sir Ron Hadfield, 56, is to re- 
tire in July as Chief Constable 
of the West Midlands. Sir Ron 


was appointed to the post in 
1990 after 


ter the area's contro- 


versial Serious Come Squad had 
m disgrace. 


been disbanded . F 
He quickly initiated a major re- 
structuring of the force, which f^ r 
is the second largest in England 
and Whies. 


Exodus from pews 

Congregations in Whies are 
dwindling by four per cent a 
year, according to a church 
survey. The number of young 
. "'orshippers has fallen from 27 
I per cent of children to six per 
' cent in 14years. But Whies still 
has a church for every 600 peo- 
ple - double that found in Eng- 
land and Scotland. • - 


Baby found dead 


Children playing on wasteland 
behind a community centre 
found the body of a newborn 


baby boy. Police in Dudley, 
West Midli 


Idlands. said they be- 
lieved the body of the full-terra 
white baby boy may have bees 
lying in undergrowth for at 
least 24 hours. They are anxkns 
to contact his mother. 


Benefit strike vote 

Benefits Agency staff in five 
London offices have voted for 
a five-day strike from next Mon- 
day over work on the planned 
Job Seekers Allowance. Some 
work on the JSA is expected to 
be carried out in Job Centres 
without security screens, which 
unions say puts staff at the risk 
of assault 


Tony Samuelson, 66, a Daily Loonylugs Party candidate at the Staffordshire South East by-election, is arrested by 
police after scuffles broke out during a visit to Tamworth by Virginia Bottomley, the Heritage Secretary. He had earlier 
tried to address Mrs Bottomley through loudspeakers and was later released without charge. Photograph: R4 


Blair says by-election defeat 
may force M^jor to the polls 


COLIN BROWN 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


..Qw^fluxes to Rupert Murdoch 
are expected to be made next 
week by Labour with a move to 
a more free market approach to 
cross-media ownership. 

The Labour front-bench 
trade and industry team is 
preparing to abandon its sup- 
port for a tough regulatory 
regime on the ownership of 
newspapers and television 
broadcasting in favour of a 
freer market overseen by the 
Monopolies & Mergers Com- 
mission with rougher powers. 

The commission, under 
Labour, would be expected as 
a result to approve more in- 
vestments by newspapers and 
broadcasting companies in 
cross-media ownership. 

The first step will come next 
week in the Commons with the 
Second Reading of the Broad- 
casting Bill in which the Gov- 
ernment is proposing to stop 
newspaper groups with more 
chan 20 per cent of the nation- 
al market taking over indepen- 
dent television companies. 

Labour would prefer the 
threshold to be 25 per cent Se- 
nior Labour sources said last 
night that this would benefit the 
Mirror Group, part owners of 
the Independent. 


An early general election could 
be forced on John Major by a 
Tory defeat in the Stafford- 
shire South East by-election 
tomorrow, the Labour leader, 
Tony Blair, said last night as his 
party prepared for a resound- 
ing victory. 

Tbe loss of the Conservative 
seat would reduce Mr Major's 
majority in tbe Commons to 
one. This would make it more 
difficult for the Prime Minister 
to stay in office until a general 
election in May next year at tbe 
end of the Government's full 
five-year term, Mr Blair told a 
by-election meeting in Tam- 
worth. 

Previous by-election losses 
have been wiped out by the 
Tbries at subsequent general 
elections. But both sides see 
the Staffordshire South East 
result as a key indicator. 

Mr Blair said: “A Labour win 
will show their are no no-go 
areas for New Labour. The 
Tories know this. They are ter- 


rified of losing this seat. If we 
win here, they will not be able 
to dismiss defeat as mid-term 
blues or a protest vote. 

“They know that if we win 
here, it will be the clearest sign 
yet that we are back as tbe par- 
ty of the mainstream majority; 
that people are not just voting 
against the Government, but 
voting for an opposition that is 
credible, realistic and can jpve 
this country the fresh start it is 
crying out for." 

One clear message emerging 
for Mr Major is that he should 
cany out a summer reshuffle of 
his Cabinet team, albeit reluc- 
tantly. Conservative “focus” 
group polling in Tamworth has 
shown that volets regard the 
Government as “tired". 

Two ministers, David Curry 
and David Maclean, are tipped 
for promotion to the Cabinet 
and there has been speculation 
that the party chairman, Brian 
Mawhinney, who has seen the 
polling results, wants Mr Major 
to drop Virginia Bottomley, 
the National Heritage Secretary, 


who was campaigning in Tarn- 
worth yesterday. 

The Tories believe tire by- 
election result could mark a 
turning point in their fortunes. 
Privately, they are already 
admitting defeat, in spite of the 
upbeat remarks last week in tbe 
seat by Kenneth -Clarke. the 
Chancellor. He predicted that 
Jimmy James, the Tory candi- 
date, would be the first recipi- 
ent of the “feelgood factor". 

But private polling hasten 
the Tories hope that the disen- 
chanted voters can be won 
back. “The venom has gone. 
There has been a real change 
of mood," said one senior 
party campaign source. 

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
Michael Heseltine - tbe fif- 
teenth cabinet minister to cam- 
paign for the seat - last night 
appealed directly to wavering 
Tory voters to return to the Fold. 

The lories also claim their 
polling, from a sample of vot- 
ers in Tamworth, showed deep 
scepticism and the threat of a 
backlash against Mr Blair. 


“They say that he won't last very 
long after the election, that the 
Left will stick the knife in his 
back if they get in office." said 
the campaign source. 

But the Tory sample polling 
also also shows that Mr Major 
is highly vulnerable to the 
charge of betrayal by former 
voters for tax increases since 
1992. 

Mr Blair last night scoffed at 
a Tory briefing which claimed 
that a defeat by 5,000 votes 
would be a good result in a seat 
where they are defending a 
majority of 7,192 following 
the death of Sir David Light- 
bown. 

The opposition leader 
stressed the importance Labour 
places on winning the seat by 
cutting short a family holiday in 
Spain to bold the ticket-only 
meeting in Tamworth before 
flying to Washington today for 
a visit which will include talks 
with President Clinton. 

Mr Major has been spending 
fee Easter break in his Hunt- 
ingdon constituency. 


Thief, 12, dubs man with iron bar 


A 61-year-old man was recov- 
ering in hospital last night 
being clubbed over fee head 
wife an iron bar by a 12 -year- 
old thief. 

Bob Williams, of Wombwell, 
Barnsley in South Yorkshire, 
was attacked after hearing nois- 
es in his garden on Saturday. He 
went outside to discover two 


boys, aged about 12 and 15, 
coming out of his garden shed. 

Mr Williams, who is retired, 
tried to catch fee older boy but 
was hit over the head with an 
iron bar by the 12-year-old, 
who was just 4ft lOin tall. The 
two boys, who had picked up fee 
weapon in fee garden, then 
fled. 


Mr Williams suffered a severe 
head injury and was taken to 
Barnsley District General Hos- 
pital. 

Sergeant Steve Boulton, of 
Wombwell police, said yester- 
day: “It’s disgusting that chil- 
dren as young as 12 can commit 
these types of offences. Partic- 
ularly when you bear in min d 


fee fact feat two elderly men 
have died this weekend after 
similar attacks. 

“This could obviously been 
far more serious and this young 
lad could have been faring a 
murder charge." 

Detectives were hoping to 
take a fuller statement from 
hope Mr Williams yesterday. 


Phone-in offensive 

Piccadilly Gold radio station in 
Manchester was fined £1,000 
over remarks about fee Pope in 
a late night phone-in. The live 
discussion last December about 
the Catholic Church’s stance on 
sexual matters offended good 
taste and decency and also 
abused Catholic sensitivities, 
fee Radio Authority ruled. 

Profits climbing 

Hillwalking and mountaineer- 
ing earn up to £1 10m a year for 
businesses in the Scottish high- 
lands and have created nearly 
4.000 new jobs, according to a 
report commissioned by High- 
lands and Islands Enterprise. 
More than 500,000 people took 
to the Scottish hills last year - 
one per cent of the UK’s adult 
population. 

Ex-editor dies 

Peter Hollinson, the former 
editor of Whies On Sunday, has 
died after a long battle with can- 
cer. He joined fee newspaper as 
assistant editor when the tide 
was launched in 1989 and was 
appointed editor in 1991 Mr 
Hollinson was 50 and married 
with two daughters. 
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Cruise around the 
clock to Calais... 


RELAX and just cruise across from Dover to Calais - 
the shortest sea route to France. 

Large, luxurious car ferries with shops, restaurants 
and entertainment on board, plus hovercraft, 
provide rapid, comfortable crossings with a departure 
every thirty minutes. Fast on and off loading 
on both sides of the Channel helps to speed your 
journey. Instant motorway access from 
Calais port provides an open door to the entire 
European motorway network. 



For a shopping day, 
a relaxing stay or for immediate 
access to motorway.. 


Calais 


..begins with sea, 


DOVER/CALAIS 
OVER 140 CROSSINGS DAILY 
BY P&O EUROPEAN FERRIES, STENA LINE, 
SEAFRANCE & HOVEKSPEED. 


Ulster calm returns 


FROM PAGE 1 
small groups of people from 
both sides of the divide have 
been trying to avert trouble by 
reaching compromises over the 
routes and frequencies of fee 
marches. 

With more than 2,500 pa- 
rades due to take place by the 
end of fee year, fee potential for 
trouble is great 

However, one RUC officer 
said yesterday: “We are hoping 
feat the community negotiations 
will reach settlements accept- 
able by both sides. 

“Behind the scenes, and in 
spile of all the shouting since 


Monday, negotiations at 
level have been taking 
aimed at finding some 
promises. We are not initi 
these talks, but we have be 
wted by the communities 
rend." 

^Last year, the natioi 
Onneau Road was one c 
routes along which tenrioi 
greatest. 

However, serious vioJ 
was averted by talks befwt 
nationalist residents’ orga 
lion and loyalist marchers 
negotiated a reduction, ir 
number of parades from 
just two. 
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Meat market. Consumers break British taboo over eating much-loved animals as beef crisis is prolonged by policy delays 

Farmers cull 


Cheap cuts 



draw in 
customers 


REBECCA FOWLER 

The customers were hesitant, 
and certainly did not wish to 
know the former name of their 
prospective dinners. But trade 
was booming yesterday at one 
of the first horse meat shops to 
open in Britain since the war. 

A steady flow of shoppers 
stopped at CbevaJ Butchers in 
Smethwick in West Midlands 
yesterday, where cuts of horee 
meat were on sale from 20 to 
SOp a pound. “Can you afford 
to miss it?" the sign read. 

Bob Walker, 47. the owner, 
who worked in horse slaugh- 
tering for 30 years, is delighted 
by the initial response. He 
believes the horse’s day has 
come, in the light of cheaper 
prices and the beef scare. 

His counter was filled with 
one quarter of a hunting horse. 
The animal, which he refused 
to name, was shot after it broke 
its leg. It weighed 1,0601b and 
will provide one week’s sales. 

Mr Walker said: “I didn't 
think it would go this well, and 
I was expecting to see animal 
rights protesters Lhis morning, 
but there weren’t any. If it 
carries on like this 111 'be very 


happy. 


ie meat, which is similar to 
beef, but tougher and sweeter, 
is popular on the Continent 
The cheaper cuts are popular 
with greyhound and pet owners, 
according to Mr 1\&Jker, who 
expects trade from them. 

But locals from around 
Smethwick are also keen to ex- 
periment. One nervous cus- 
tomer peered at the counter of 
dark red meat: "Ooh, 1 don’t 
know. I just don’t know,” said 
Laurie Cox, 65, a housewife. 

Mrs Cox eventually bought a 
pound of steak at a bargain 
price of SOp which she intend- 
ed to slow roast “I just want to 
try it and if I like it Til be back." 

Other customers who had al- 


ready eaten horse meat abroad 
said they were not sque amis h 
about eating an anim al tradi- 
tionally held in such high af- 
fection by the British. 

Hayden Corps, 30. a free- 
lance lighting technician, 
bought 31b of horscraeat for 
£3.50, which be said he would 
try frying. “The English attitude 
to horses is that they’re for sit- 
ting on and playing with, but I 
don’t like them very much," he 
said. 

"Tve eaten horse meat many 
times abroad, in France, Spain, 
Russia, Mongolia. I’ve never 
liked beef because of the feed- 
ing practices, but I’m not aware 
they’ re giving horses to horses." 

Mr Walker is confident his 
meat supply will not run out. He 
used to charge £70 for taking 
dead animals to the knacker’s 
yard. But in return foT a vet’s 
certificate that confirms the 
horse is fit for consumption, be 
will now remove it for £30 or 
even free, to sell the meat. 

As customers continued to 
inspect his counter in the red- 
brick ToUgate market, Mr Whit- 
er took further inquiries by 
telephone. He has received a 
number of calls from restau- 
rants, and one chef bought £10 
worth of horse's meal yesterday. 

But for most customers the 
biggest attraction was the low 
price. The Ryder family had 
travelled 20 miles from 
Nuneaton yesterday to buy a 
sample of horse meat. 

Rob Ryder, 39, a glass fibre 
manufacturer, said his wife 
Pauline, 39, had been reluctant, 
but their son David, 12, was en- 
thusiastic. 

Mr Ryder said: “If it moves 
we'D eat it We've tried it abroad 
and it’s a bit adventurous cook- 
ing It af horde. You're either a 
vegetarian or you’re not How 
many people eating a pork 
chop think about the poor lit- 
tle piggy?" 



herds they 
cannot afford 
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Horse trading: A prospective customer at Cheval Butchers in Smethwick, West Midlands Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid shooting the 
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Take a sprig of parsley: How to cook horse 
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ROS WVNNE-JONES 
and CHARLES ARTHUR 

The BSE crisis is forcing some 
farmers to cuD their own herds 
because they cannot afford to 
keep feeding older cows while 
the Government organises 
widespread destruction and 
compensation programmes. 

Meanwhile, British attempts 
to lift the global ban on British 
beef look certain to be reject- 
ed today when European vet- 
erinary experts meet in Brussels 
to assess the continuing crisis. 

The culling of older cows be- 
gan last week, after the sale of 
cows and beef cattle older than 
30 months for beef was out- 
lawed. This has left fanners who 
previously sold dairy cattle past 
milk-production as cheap beef 
with the cost of keeping the an- 
imals. On average, it costs £30 
to feed one dairy cow for a 
week. 

“I know of several dairy 
farmers who have been forced 
to have their cows shot, but it 
will spread across the country,” 
said Philip Stephens, chairman 
of the National farmers’ Union 
Cornwall branch. “The Gov- 
ernment has outlawed cow beet 
but the instruments for the 
slaughter of these cows are not 
in place and there is no guar- 
antee of compensation. What 
are fanners meant to do when 
it is costing them so much to 
feed them?" 

The cows, also known as cull 
cattle, fetched about £200 be- 
fore the British beef scare, but 
were now virtually worthless, he 
said. 

A spokesman for the NFU’s 
South-west region said the 
union had not heard of farmers 
shooting their own herds. The 
regional office, in Exeter, bad 
been receiving up to 400 calls 
per day, however, many from 
anxious dairy farmers. 

Callers had been asking what 
to do with their herds, because 
they were unable to get rid .of 
them, the spokesman said. Cull 
cattle had never formed a large 
part of a dairy farmer’s in- 
come, but the loss of £200 per 
cow might tip some fanners 


over the edge. “No-one seems 
to be giving them any answers, 
least of all the politicians." 

Beef farmers with older cal- 
tle have also been feeling the 
effects of the BSE scare. 

Norman Morish, a beef- 
farmer from Cheriton Bishop, 
Devon, said he had 25 prime 
beef cattle which would have 
been worth about £24,000, but 
now they could not be sold be- 
cause they were more than 30 
months old. “We do not know 
what is going to happen. But we 
have got to hold on to them and 
feed them, and hope some- 
thing comes up at the end of the 
day," Mr Morish said. 

Meanwhile, the pressure 
group Friends of the Earth 
claimed that water supplies for 
Norwich might be contaminat- 
ed by material leaching from the 
headless carcasses of 100 BSE- 
infected cattle buried at a land- 
fill site. The rile is roughly half 
a mile from the River Wensum. 
which is used to supply water to 
the city. 

Bul Anglian Water and the 
Environment Agency, which is 
responsible for water quality, in- 
sisted yesterday that there is no 
leaching from the site. “We 
have boreholes which are 
checked at least once a month," 
said an Environment Agency 
spokeswoman. 

The ELTs standing veterinary 
committee, which meets in 
Brussels today, may decide to 
a slight relaxation of the ban on 
British beef by agreeing to re- 
move certain beef-related prod- 
ucts, such a gelatine, from the 
scope of the order, according to 

The meeting has been called 
by the European Commission, 
which agreed to review the 
terms of the ban, which it im- 
posed on British beef and all 
beef-related products on March 
27. However, sources in the 
Commission said it was far too 
early to consider any lifting of 
the order. Although Keith Md- 
drum, Britain’s chief veteri- 
nary officer, may call again for 
the end of the blockade, the 
chances of this happening were 
“zero", said one official. 
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IMPOTENCE 


GAN BE TREATED P/UNLBSSt 

Recent medical advances now enable our specia 
team to offer. In confidence, genuinely painfa 
methods of treating this distre s si ng complaint. 

For detafe telephone: 


Sales pitch: Adverts tempt men to seek private treatment 


GLENDA COOPER 

impotent men are paying more 
than £1,000 for treatment that 
could be available for little or 
no cost on the National Health 
Service, because they are too 
embarrassed to see their GPs, 
it was claimed yesterday. 

Vulnerable men — many of 
whom keep their erection prob- 
lems from their partners — 
ore falling victim to slick sales- 
men from private clinics and are 
paying vastly inflated prices, ac- 
cording to a report in Health 
Which? magazine. 

The five London clinics in- 
vestigated charged between 
£360 and £1300 for treatment, 
with one claiming to use the 
most “advanced substance" to 
bring about a natural erection. 

In fact, the substance used is 
alprosladil sold as Caveiject, 
wliich is a standard treatment 
used by most dink s and costs the 
NHS about £9.95 per injection. 

Impotence treatment is avail- 


able free on the NHS but there 
are relatively few NHS impo- 
tence clinics. Sufferers should 
get their GP to identify the 
cause of their problem, whether 
physical or psychological. 

If the doctor feels it is treat- 
able by injection, the patient 
should' ask for an appointment 
with the urology department at 
his local hospital which will 
work out the dosage needed and 
show the patient how to inject 
himself. After that the injection 


is the price of a prescription. 

The deputy editor of the Con- 
sumers’ Association's Health 
Which?, Robert Ashton, said: 
“This is an incredibly sensitive 
subject and men want to keep it 
private. Often they will see ad- 
verts in magazines that promise 
a simple and easy solution or 
painless and advanced treat- 
ment. They phone up and get an 
incredibly slick salesman on the 
other end and they are hooked.” 

Even if they feel that they 


have been overcharged, he 
added, most are too embar- 
rassed to complain. 

Mr Ashton said it was “ludi- 
crous" that sufferers could pay 
£1300 for a treatment that 
could be administered at home 
for the price of a prescription. 

However, Give Gingell, con- 
sultant urologist at Southmead 
Hospital, Bristol, warned that 
there could be a wait of up to 
a year for NHS treatment. 

“Waiting times are such a 
common problem that many 
people choose to go private," he 
said. “People are aware of the 
treatment options and may feel 
the waiting times are loo long. 
And not aO urology departments 
can provide this service ... small 
departments do not have the 
manpower to see such patients.” 

Dr Gingell called for GPs to 
be trained to administer the in- 
jections: “It would cut out the 
necessity of referring. I don’t see 
why GPS should not be able to 
do the treatment themselves.” 


Skier’s 900ft 
death plunge 


Cookery queen 
is out of flavour 



A British skier who died after 
falling nearly 900 feet in the 
French Alps was a keen sports- 
woman who “lived life to the 
full”, neighbours said yesterday. 

Nottingham-born Ceiwen 
Emlkner, 32. who lived in Lon- 
don, was skiin g off-piste at 
6,800ft when the" accident hap- 
pened.-' 

She slipped as a guide was 
takmg her, husband Peter and 
three other skiers down a 
treacherous mountain path m 
the Meije region of the Alps, 
near tire French resort of La 
Grave. 

“The woman most have been 
a good skier because the acci- 
dent happened in a very dan- 
gerous area -off-piste and high 
on a glacier foil of crevasses." 
said a mountain rescue worker 
v in La Grave. . . *■ 

* Antoine Sullivan, who lives 
next doorto the house in High- 
bury.nbrth London, where the 
Faulkners have lived for about 
10 years, described them as 
“a very friendly and happy 
couple".' 

He.added: “They were won- 
derful people, veiy. active and 


sporty. They were always off on 
some holiday or another - sid- 
ing, scuba diving and tennis.” 

His wife, Christine, said: 
“They lived life to the full, a 
young couple with no children 
- they just thought why not 
make the most of life?" 

Skiers are always advised to 
take a guide and not to stray off 
course if they wish to venture 
to the spot where Mis Faulkn- 
er died. 

The area is notorious for 
accidents and a rescue worker 
said: “Every season we have 
several bad accidents up there. 
It’s inevitable. Thick snow gives 
way to ice and unexpected 
drops. Even in good weather 
skiers are at great risk.” 

He said Monday’s accident , 
happened in ideal conditions— 
sunny weather' and plenty of 
snow. . 

Two mountain rescue work- 
ers took the body off the moun- 
tain by helicopter and they 
counselled Mr Faulkner after he 
had formally identified his wife. 

An inquiry has been opened 
into the accident by the French 
authorities. 


The popular food writer Delia 
Smith has been snubbed by the 
foodie “Oscars" Neither her 
best-selling book Delia Smith ’s 
Winier Collection, nor the BBC 
television programme of the 
same name have been short- 
listed by Iheprestigioiis Glen- 
fiddich Awards. ' 

The Winter Collection book 



.year. That and Delia Smith’s 
other cookery books made her 
£3m in royalties last year alone. 
But the queen of kitchen 



DeDaSmfth: Off the menu 


cookery books does not feature 
in the Glenfiddich shortlist In- 
stead, the judges including hu- 
morist Alan Coren, Sainsbuiy’s 
off-licence director Allan 
Cheesman, and restaurateur 
Jeremy King plumped for more 
obscure “foodie" names for the 
awards, to be given on 17 ApriL 

Food books shortlisted are 
The Classic Food of Northern 
Italy, by Anna Del Conte; The 
River Cafi Cook Book, by Ruth 
Rogers and Rose Gray; The 
Motion Cook’s Manual, by Lyn- 
da Brown and A Provencal 
Table, by Richard Olney. 

\ The television programmes 
were Slice Of life, Jams Robin- 
son’s Wine Coarse and Rick 
Stein's Taste Of The Sea, all 
shown on BBC Tfelevision. 

A spokeswoman for Glen- 
fiddich said: “We like to think 
of ourselves as the Oscars of the 
food and drink writing world. 
Delia Smith won a special 
award last year for services to 
the world of food writing. 

“But she has not been nom- 
inated this year, and that is re- 
ally down to the judges, who 
change every year." 




To many this concept would sound 
mektdzamadc. Not to us. Only dandruff 
sufferers know wbac a heavy cross this 
condition is to bear. An itchy, flaky scalp 
wiB not only cause physical distress, h can 
undermine yonr confidence, too. Our 
research taught us that dandruff is caused by 
a microbe. A medical condition demanding 
a reliable medical solution - Hist Aid. 


Nizoral Dandruff Shampoo works 
differently: As the microbe is prevented 
from returning, so too, are the i tching 
and fl aking symptoms. Unlike some 
ha rshe r anti-dandruff treatments, our 
Nizoral Dandruff Shampoo is actually 
nice to use as well, being gentle and 
perfume free. So all youT be aware of is 
how clean and healthy yonr hair feels. 


First Aid for your dandruff. 


Our solution, che Nizoral Dandruff 
Shampoo formula, proved so successful 
dial it’s been tried and trusted by doctors 
and dermatologists for years. Our 
shampoo cans for your hair differently. 
The breakthrough came when we 
identified and patented an ingredient that 
would specifically target and prevent the 
microbe that is the root cause of dandruff 



Nizoral Dandruff Shampoo is effective, 
and after an initial period of using it 
twice weekly you should only need to 
use it once a week to keep dandruff away. 
In between, you can wash your hair with 
whatever shampoo you like. Tbu can 
buy a bottle from your pharmacist 
without prescription, lb obtain your free 
information leaflet, call 0990 134 218. 


NIZORAL DANDRUFF SHAMPOO. FIRST AID FOR DANDRUFF. 

Only .iv.umulc rcoji Tuvk hmuucbt. Contains ketoconazule. jUmts uuu the uiuel. Ncucal Dandewpf Siumk*; is a Etcurremi TE-iouukK. 
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news 

Education conferences: Union demands return to methods of 15 years ago to cope with disruptive children 

McAvoy 
issues 
warning 
to far-left 

activists 


‘Schools cannot cope 
with violent pupils’ 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

Violent pupils should be 
removed from classrooms by 
reopening special schools which 
have been closed in the past 15 
years, a teachers' union con- 
ference was told yesterday. 

Disruption had escalated so 
far that some pupils arriving at 
nursery on their first day were 
out of control and could not be 
taught, the union's leader said. 

More than 300 special 
schools have closed since 1979 
under a policy of increased in- 
tegration. The Waraock Re- 
port on special educational 
needs, which was backed up by 
legislation in 1981. called for 
such pupils to be brought back 
into mainstream education 
rather than being kept apart. 

The National Association of 
Schoolmasters Union of Wom- 
en Teachers conference, in Gla- 
sgow, was told the move had 
placed intolerable strain on 
teachers. 

Chris Keates, a member of 
the union's executive, said that 


I 



Nigel de Gruchy: ‘Real world’ 

neither teachers, the children 
concerned nor the other pupils 
benefited. 

Schools did not have the re- 
sources to deal with the prob- 
lems and were often unable to 
provide enough specialist help 
for children ~wilh emotional 
and behavioural difficulties. 

Local authorities which had 
closed special schools, reducing 
their numbers from 1,600 in 
1979 to less than 1.300, were of- 
ten trying to cut costs, she said. 

Units Tor disturbed children 


in mainstream schools were 
fraught with difficulties, she 
said. Decisions on which chil- 
dren to admit might be taken 
out of a school’s hands, the 
pupils might cause problems at ; 
break times and it might be dif- < 
ficult to exclude them if they > 
were impossible to handle. 

Large classes, under-funding 
and a surfeit of government ini- 
tiatives had made it impossible 
for mainstream schools to cope, 
she added. ‘Advocating support 
and specialist provision is not 
about abandoning children. It 
is about recognising the very 
special needs these pupils have 
and establishing the mast ap- 
propriate provision to address 
both needs," she said. 

Bob Ball, a delegate from 
Hampshire, said that his coun- 
ty had recently had a school 
ruled failing by inspectors. One- 
third of the pupils taking GCSE 
the previous year had been ex- 
cluded from other schools in the 
county. “What chance did the 
teachers in that school stand? 
Those pupils should not have 
been there," he said. 


A motion to the conference, 
likely to be passed today, calls 
for the onion to oppose the con- 
cept of “inclusive" education. 

Nigel de Gruchy, the union’s 
general secretary, said schools 
could not be blamed when chil- 
dren who arrived for their first 
day at nursery school beat up 
; fellow pupils and refused to take 
any notice of their teachers. 
These children must be ex- 
cluded. “I have to live in the real 
; world." he said. “Schools are not 
social institutions, they are be- 
ing forced to adopt a role they 
simply cannot cope with." 

■ Teachers and pupils at a 
school in Bedfordshire were 
horrified to find live maggots 
foiling from the classroom ceil- 
ing on to their heads, the con- 
ference was told. 

Pigeons had become trapped 
in the roof at Ashton Middle 
school in Dunstable and had 
died there, said Ray Mellor, a 
secondary teacher. The incident 
two years ago highlighted the 
need for school budding regu- 
lations which had been dropped 
by the Government, he said. 


A cheaper mortgage, 
no legal fees 
and 20% off your 
buildings insurance 
when you 

transfer to Direct Line. 


• Transferring to Direct Line can save you £50 every month on your mortgage. 

• Phone before 30th April and transfer using our solicitors package and we’ll pay 
your legal fees. 

• We’ll give you a free valuation. 

• We also guarantee to save you 20% if you transfer your buildings cover from your 
existing lender. 

• Mortgages are available for up to 85% of the property valuation or purchase price, 
whichever is lower. 

Call now. We’re waiting to do a great deal for you. 


-Typkjj Mortgsg. at £90^)00 repayable over 35 yean (300 rwowtWy ^b uiu) . 
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Fringe activity: Activists handing out leaflets outside the NUT conference PlKTtDgraph: Huw Evans 

Rank and file moderates 
keep the militants at bay 


As left-wing delegatesfitim the 
National Union; of Teachers’ 
conference- bead home in tri- 
umph, parents won- 

dering- whether a new wave of 
militancy is about to sweep 
classrooms. It is noL 

The defeat of the leadership's 
plans for one-member one- 
vote - designed to wrest control 
from the far left - will make lit- 
tle or no difference to the lives 
of pupils or the vast majority of 
those who (each them. 

The union's leadership 
remains in the hands of an ex- 
ecutive where moderates are in 
a majority and they have shown 
before how easily conference 
decisions can be ignored. 

The fact that delegates vot- 
ed against the plan to get all 
conference decisions ratified 
i by the membership will make no 
i difference. Last year, confer- 
ence voted for a one-day strike 
1 over big classes. The executive 
simply balloted the membership 
which voted no to a strike by a 
large majority and nothing hap- 
pened. It also adopted its own 
salaries strategy and put in a 
joint pay submission with oth- 



er unions against the wishes of 
conference. 

The fate of the motion 
passed this year saying that 
members will walk out if teach- 
ers are sacked after receiving a 
bad report from inspectors is 
likely to be similar. The chance 
of nursery school teachers aban- 
doning classes of three and 
four-year-olds is remote even if 
teachers do lose their jobs as a 
result of the voucher scheme. 
Given the Government’s diffi- 
culties in attracting new private 
operators, this one is a Car- 
distant prospect. 

Delegates ran out of time 
before they reached a motion 
urging a boycott of tests for 11- 
year-olds to stop league tables 
but it would not have, hap- 
pened. The majority of dele- 
gates are now so divorced from 
most of the union's ordinary 
members that they seem to be 
moving in a fantasy world. 

The reason for this, as speak- 


er after speaker reminded the 
conference in the debates on 
union democracy, is that most 
teachers no longer have the time 
nor the inclination to turn up at 
the local branch meetings which 
pick delegates. Meetings which 
used to attract dozens, have 
difficulty mustering a quorum. 

There are three political 
groups on the left who joined 
together to defeat the more 
moderate executive. The exec- 
utive has 23 members. 21 from 
the moderate broad left and 19 
from the three far-left groups. 
There are two uncommitted 
members who are unlikely to 
back the far left. This year's 
president is Carole Regan, a 
member of the Socialist Teach- 
ers’ Alliance, which includes 
Militant and other groups on 
the left of the Labour Party. 

One of the speakers who 
opposed the changes to the 
union rules on democracy ar- 
gued that if the changes were 
passed the conference would no 
longer matter. Others might say 
that it does not matter anyway. 

Judith Judd 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Far-left delegates who defeat- 
ed proposals for greater onion ... 
democracy may be reported*) 
the p rimar y members^ they rep- 
resent, a teachers’ leader 
warned yesterday. . 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, warned the union’s 
apmial conference that he 
would press on with plans for 
one-member one-vote winch 
were supported by more that 80 
per cent of ordinary membe^ 
in a ballot Outside the confer- 
ence he said that details of del- 
egates’ voting might be sent to 
the union’s local associations. 

In his speech to the Cardiff 
conference, he said: “I believe 
that our members' faith in the 
union will transcend the adverse 
publicity that this rejection has 
attracted. The voice of the 
members will be heard and 
they will insist that their union . 
listens to their views.” - 

He said the union would for- 
feit any influence it might have 
over a new Labour government 
or the parlies' election mani- 
festos unless they got to grips 
with reality. “If we appear 
obdurate and devoid of any will- 
ingness to consider new idea 
then we will forfeit any right to 
influence the actions of the 
next government" 

He argued for a new body to 
represent all six teachers’ 
unions which would be created 
after two or more of them had 
agreed to dissolve. Those who 
had spoken against unity in 
conference feared that tfaeir 
policies would not be acceptable ' 
in a larger body. “The logic of . 
that assertion is that they are not 
representative of the vast 
majority of teachers," he said. 

He attacked the Govern-, a 
menu which he described as . 
“the most unpopular in histo- 
ry", and which he said was try- 
ing to dismantle comprehensive 
education. And he defended 
teachers against the assertion by 
Chris Woodhead. the Chief 
Inspector of Schools, that 
15,000 teachers should be 
sacked. “The union does not ac- 
cept that this wild claim has any 
foundation in facL The truth is 
that teachers are not failing their 
pupils. It is the Government that 
is failing the nation, thechDdren 
and teachers." 

Will Reese from Coventry, a 
member of the Socialist Teach- 
ers’ Alliance, said the debate on 
union democracy had been a 
diversion and must be put 
behind them. Hie union must 
unite around the policies adopt- 
ed by the conference. 

Delegates passed a motion 
threatening local strikes if any 
teachers lose jobs or suffer 
worse working conditions be- 
cause of the nursery voucher 
scheme. They fearsome teach- 
ers in state nursery schools may 
be made redundant if the 
scheme leads to a big expansion 
of private nursery schools. 


Police investigate cannabis club 


A new club which opens today 
1 and offers prospective members 
1 the chance to taste “cannabis 
i food" is to be investigated by the 
police. 

The Cannabis Hemp Infor- 
mation Gub (CHIC), based 
at “The House of Hemp" in 
Redchurch Street, East London, 
includes a museum and infor- 
mation centre. 

A press releases reveals the 
chance for members to “view 
the exhibition and sample a se- 


lection of cannabis foods". 
Drug-runner Howard Marks, 
sentenced to 25 years in a US 
jail in 1988 for smuggling mar- 
ijuana and released last year, is 
billed as a special guest. 

A Metropolitan Police 
spokesman said: “We are aware 
of the club and will be making 
further inquiries to establish 
whether any criminal offence 
has taken place." But Rob 
Christopher, the CHIC director, 
said: “There is nothing illegal in 


the food. I have a Home Office 
licence to grow cannabis for the 
seed, which is the most nutri- 
tious food known to man. 

“It does not give you a high, 
and for the opening we are 
offering hemp cake, hemp 
bagels and other confectionery. 
No-one wflj be smoking joints." 

Mr Christopher said the aim 
was to educate people about the 
benefits of cannabis and to dis- 
miss the “myth” about the drug. 

It can be used for clothing, i/j 


pharmaceuticals, as an envi- 
ronmentally friendly fuel and in 
food." he added. 

Mr Christopher hopes to 
enlist the support of prominent 
individuals in campaigning for 
the legalisation of cannabis. “I 
am organising a National Thin 
Yourself In Day on 14 Sep- 
tember when everyone across 
the country will show how 
unworkable the law is by going 
to police stations and admitting 
to smoking pot." 


-Bit 









The new Audi A4 Avant. Drive one, and you'll never drive an estate. 

Conventionally, estate cars are functional but rather dull load-luggers. That's why the new Audi A4 Avant isn't one. For more information, please call 0345 998877 
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Clinics’ lines 
jammed over 

faulty HIV test 


LOUISE JURY 

Hospitals and clinics reopening 
after Easter were besieged with 
thousands of callers yesterday 
anxious to check whether they 
bad been given the wrong HTV- 
test results. The wait for infor- 
mation began on Friday with 
leaked news of a faulty HIV 
testing procedure. 

Figures from the test manu- 
facturer, Abbott Laboratories, 
revealed they have so for found 
four positive results which false- 
ly tested negative in more than 
2-5 million tests world-wide, 
including one in Britain. 

The Chicago-based company, 
which has a British office in 
Maidenhead, Berkshire, sus- 
pended distribution of the IMx 
HIV test on 25 March when the 
problem emerged and contact- 
ed the Department of Health 
four days later. 

Clinics received details from 
Abbott Laboratories at the end 
of last week. 

But as doctors and counsel- 
lors reported difficulties in re- 
assuring many callers yesterday, 
there were criticisms that the 
Department of Health should 
have acted sooner. It p lann ed 
to make an announcement this 
week. 

A spokeswoman said: “We 
have been talking to people «nd 
trying to set up helplines and 
counselling. We hope to issue 
guidance to health authorities 


and trusts shortly and certain- 
ly by the middle of the week.” 

However, discussions were 
not held with Aids charities. A 
Terrence Higgins Thist spokes- 
man said: “It is right to co-or- 
dinate a response to news like 
this. But... it does seem to have 
taken a very long time for a co- 
ordinated response to happen." 

Derek Bodell, NationaJAids 
Trust director, said the manner 
in which the problem emerged 
put an onus on the Department 
of Health to act speedily in fu- 
ture. “There needs to be a 
complete review of how these 
announcements are handled.” 

David Free, sexual health 
services manager for Guy’s and 
St Thomas's Hospitals in Lon- 
don, said they realised the po- 
tential for a scare as soon as they 
learnt of the fault from the man- 
ufacturers last Thursday. 

Switchboard and casualty 
staff were briefed to answer 
queries during the weekend. 
Genito-urinaiy clinics re- 
opened yesterday, with the first 
calls coming at 8am and reach- 
ing 20 an hour. A handful of pa- 
tients arrived in person. 

Mr Free said the distress 
caused by the incident had 
been considerable. People who 
took a test because of sexual 
abuse or rape were reliving the 
experience. In some instances, 
the alert had alarmed couples 
who had taken the test before 
frying for a baby. 




news 


Who will be the next pinball wizard? 



In ooe case, a caller who had 
been unfaithful some time ear- 
lier was having to face again the 
worries of whether to tell a part- 
ner and children if the test 
proved positive. 

“Because HIV is such a se- 
rious diagnosis, it’s very hard to 
tell people they are probably all 
righL People want to know def- 
initely,” he said. 

He feared the scare would 
dent public confidence in HIV 
tests and hoped that, in future, 
any news would be released to 
coinride with clinic ope mug 
hours. 

Robert Passas, scientific af- 
fairs manager for Abbott Lab- 
oratories, said they were 
evaluating (he test ana hoped 
to have an improved version 
available by next month. 

They would meet the costs of 
re-testing but emphasised that 
IMx currently detected “virtu- 
ally all" HIV-positive cases. 

Up to 30,000 of between 
100,000 and 125,000 HIV tests 
carried out since September are 
understood to have been carried 
out by the IMx system, which 
was introduced in Britain in 
July. 

Beverley Priest, from London 
Lighthouse, Europe's biggest 
HIV centre, said she hoped that 
the incident would be a public 
health education lesson. 

“It shows there are a lot of 
people who thought they might 
be positive,” she said. 
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Stage-struck: Girls preparing to be auditioned yesterday for the part of four-year-old Tommy in the musical at the Shaftesbury Theatre in the West 
End of London. Sue new children will replace those who have played the young star since the show opened last month Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


National Astronomical Meeting: Scientists surprised by brightness of ‘fluorescence' emitted by Hyakutake and changes on distant planet 

Comet’s X-ray vision Storm clouds gathering as 

lights up sky at night spring comes to Uranus 


TDM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

Comet Hyakutake - the most 
spectacular comet visible to 
the-naked eye for 20 years - has 
pulled an major surprise on as- 
tronomers. It is not just bright 
with visible light, it is “fluores- 
cent” with high-energy X-rays 
as well 

This is the first case of X-rays 
being emitted by a comet They 
were picked up by the German 
orbiting X-ray satellite Rosat at 
the end of March. 

According to Dr Alan Fitz 
simmons, an astrophysicist from 
Queen's University Belfast who 
lectured on the comet in Liv- 
erpool yesterday: “Everybody’s 
just sitting back and saying 
‘Wow. X-rays from a comet!’.” 


Dr Fi tzsimmo ns said that as- 
tronomers could not make 
sense of the observations. “We 
dotft know where they come 
from,” he said. 

Dr Konrad Dennerl of the 
Max Planck Institute for Extra- 
terrestrial Physics at Garching 
in Germany, where the effect 
was observed, said “it was a 
thrilling moment”. 

The team observed the emis- 
sions over a period of 24 hours 
as the comet neared its closest 
approach to earth. It was less 
than 10 million miles away 
when Rosat started observing. 

The X-rays seem to come 
from a crescent-shaped region 
on its sunward ride. One theo- 
ry is that X-rays from the sun 
were absorbed by the comet’s 
“atmosphere” of water vapour 


surrounding the icy nucleus 
and then re-emitted by a 
process known as fluorescence. 

A second theory is that the 
X-rays are produced from the 
violent collision between the 
comet and the supersonic 
“wind” of plasma and particles 
streaming away from the sun. 

According to Dr Fitzsim- 
mons, comets such as Hyaku- 
take which venture past the 
Earth probably originate from 
Pluto. More than 30 large bod- 
ies, known as “Kuiper Belt Ob- 
jects". have been found, he 
said. “Their surfaces are dark as 
coal or even darker. We think 
their surfaces are covered with 
a layer of dark carbon-based 
molecules . . .The colour varies. 
Some are almost grey and some 
a deep red." 


I . . 


Spiral jets emanating from the rotating nucleus of 
comet Hyakutake can be seen in this false-colour 
image taken electronically with a charge-coupled device 
by Dr Alan Fitzsimmons at the observatory of Queen’s 
University, Belfast 


TOM WILKIE 

It’s springtime on the planet 
Uranus. And just as April show- 
ers herald spring here in Britain, 
the douds are gathering in the 
skies above Uranus. The dif- 
ference is that the seasons on 
Uranus last for more than 20 of 
our earth years. Not even Gene 
Kelly would have kept on 
singing in the rain for that long. 

The sight of a few wisps of 
cloud in the atmosphere of this 
distant gas giant planet has tak- 
en astronomers by surprise, ac- 
cording to Dr Heidi Hammel, of 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, who lectured on 
“Exploring the Giant Planets 
with the Hubble space tele- 
scope" at the conference. 

When, a decade ago. it was 


visited bv the Voyager space 
probe, tfie pictures revealed 
an apparently featureless disk, 
but now the Hubble Space Tele- 
scope is showing that douds are 
forming, the harbinger of 
changing weather. “In the next 
few years I think there may be 
interesting things happening 
on Uranus,” Dr Hammel said. 

She added: “Uranus is so pe- 
culiar because its rotational 
axis is tipped over 90 degrees.” 
The Earth’s axis points almost 
vertically upwards out of the 
disk of foe solar system where- 
as foe axis of Uranus lies in foe 
plane of the system. This means 
foal, loosely speaking, for about 
a quarter of the orbit, the 
“North” Pole points at foe sun, 
for foe next quarter foe equa- 
tor poinis sunwards, for foe next 


quarter it’s foe South Pole and 
then its foe equator again. 

Dr Hammel believes foe rea- 
son Voyager took such disap- 
pointing pictures of the planet 
“just happened to be an accident 
of timing. Uranus has times 
when it is active and that de- 
pends on what season it is. 
Wfe're not used to thinking about 
seasons that are 20 years long”. 

Astronomers in the 1890s 
had reported that they ob- 
served clouded bands on 
Uranus although such clouds 
had not been observed since, Dr 
Hammel said. Now the images 
of the Hubble telescope, which 
is able to picture the atmos^ 
phere of foe planet developing 
over time are “rapidly changing 
our perception of these planets' 
and how stable they are.” 
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This week and 


Section Two has a 
new look, with more 


Monday 



Anew 'regular section, Family Life, that deals with the 
interests and problems of parents and children. Julie . 
Myereon’s column also focuses on home life 
Plus: a new series - Do we need? - which challenges 
die icons of modem Britain 
And, every, Monday unrivalled coverage of the . 
expanding world of information technology in our 
Network- pullrout section. 


an 


-iJeatth^hpw wearing a virtual reality helmet could help 
phbbias and other' psychological problems. 
vJHSfe '-are hofrsimpJy aproblem for the vain 


"Bridget Jones's diary cbhtinues to chronicle the 
-encoUntersand e x qtns ite embarrassments in the life 
v : of Britain's most-read spinster. 
y’Ptejfoe-midwaek transection, your money, 'finance 


atures, including Virginia ironside's 
Watehls column, plus film, education 



seven-day TV, radio and satellite listings, ticket offers 
and informed comment on the week's highlights. Plus: 
eight pages of pop and classical music 
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radii Sport - 

A 24-page tabloid section with all the action from the 
weekend's sporting action. Plus: the Monday interview 
in which a leading figure comes under the microscope, 
an unbeatable results service,- gossip, speculation and 
fact fromdehind the scenes and the best in sports 
photography, . . 


but a sign of ill-health, so what can be done about 
them? Also on Tuesday, fashion, architecture, visual 
arts and media. .. . 


and law. In our back pages, Martin Newell, Britain’s 
leading, rock poet, and Neil Kerber, one of the 
county's funniest cartoonists, present their views of 
the modem world. • . - . : . 


and graduate plus, in the back pages, William 
Hartston’s history of the world in 10^/2 inches 
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Children’s homes scandal: MP seeks meeting with minister 


Calls grow for abuse 


report to be published 


ROGER DOBSON 


Charities and pressure groups 
concerned with the welfare of 
children have called for the 
report on Britain's biggest child 
abuse scandal to be made pub- 
lic. Their calls come in the 
wake of the derision by Clwyd 
County Council not to publish 
the report on abuse at children's 
homes in the county. 

The three authors have been 
unable lo comment on the report 
and attempts are currently be- 
ing made lo recover the num- 
bered copies sent to them. A 
public inquiry has already been 
demanded by the authors of the 
3(J0-pagc document, who said in 
the report: “These issues are all 
of fundamental importance and 
we regard it as imperative that 
they are addressed in the full 
view of public scrutiny." 

The trio, chaired by John 


Jillings, former director of 
social services for Derbyshire, 
added: “We consider that a 
public judicial inquiry under the 
arrangements set out in section 
250 of Local Government Act 
should be initiated.” 

Yesterday, calls for the report 
to be made public were echoed 
by most of the leading British 
child care agencies. 

Valerie Howarth, chief exec- 
utive of Childline, said: “The 
safety and well-being of young 
people should be paramount 
We want publication of the re- 
port so that lessons can be 
learnt and that young people 
making claims for compensation 
have access to the full facts.” 

Tom White, chief executive of 
NCH Action for Children, said: 
“There should be publication 
of the report. It would be a 
shame if the interests of insur- 
ers were overriding those of chil- 


dren. There are very serious im- 
plications here, and if lessons 
are to be learnt they can only 
be learn through publication of 
tins report.” 

Jan Burnell, director of the 
National Council of Voluntary 
Child Care Agencies — the na- 
tional umbrella organisation 
for c hildr en's charities - said: 
“The report must be published 
and everything made available 
to public scrutiny. If a very se- 
rious report like this cannot be 
published, it is a very big issue.” 

While Catriona Williams, di- 
rector of Children in Whies, 
said: “It is essential that this re- 
port is not suppressed- We want 
the report published and to see 
the recommendations which 
win be of importance to all peo- 
ple involved in the care of chil- 
dren. We also want indemnity 
for the authors.” 

Such indemnity could be giv- 


port and the growing demands 
for a public judicial inquiry. 
“If he has not acted by then 


we will be demanding a formal 
meeting to dismiss the placing 
of a copy of the report in the 
Commons library and a full ju- 
dicial inquiry,” Mr Morgan 
said. “We also want investigat- 
ed the allegation in the report 
that at no rime over a 10-year 
period was there a single visit 
by a Welsh Office inspector to 
a home in Clwyd. That is a very 

damn in j alle gati on.” 
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en by placing a copy of the re- 
port in the House of Com- 
mons Library. Rhodri Morgan, 
Labour's health spokesman in 
Wales, said yesterday that he will 
request a formal meeting with 
William Hague next week - 
when the Secretary of State for 
Wales returns from a trade 
mission North America - to dis- 
cuss the publication of the re- 
t and the growing demands 



Secrets 
of the 


mumnues 
to be 
revealed 


A hi lech programme to dis- 
cover the secrets of Egyptian 
mummies was launched yes- 
terday. The four-year project . 
involves subjecting the mum- 
mies. which range from Z,(jpo 
to 4,000 years old. lo proper 
dures including DNA resting 
and examination with a hospi- 
tal CT (computed tomography) 
scanner. ' 

Researchers with the project, 
launched in Edinburgh, hope 
the details they uncover will in- 
clude the causes of death of the 
10 bodies, which include the re- 
mains of three children. The 


mummies are owned bythe Na- 


Wrap artistry: Elizabeth Goring, curator of the mummy collection at the National 
Museums of Scotland, with one of the mummies Photograph: Jeremy Sutton Hibbert 


tionai Museums of Scotland, 
who are trying to raise up- to 
£ 100,000 in grants for the work. 

Elizabeth Goring, curator of 
the collection, said the work 
would give experts in Britain the 
best understanding so far of the 
history of mummies. Informa- 
tion from the CT scanner would 
be used to make three-dimen- 
sional plastic models of foe. 
mummies’ skulls and lo try to 
re-create their features. 

Three of the sets of remains, 
which were unwrapped earlier 
this century, would undergo 
DNA tests. Among those to be 
tested were the bones of a 
woman and child found buried 
together. The tests would es- 
tablish whether foe bodies were 
a mother and her child The oth- 
er bones, belonging lo a three- 
year-old bey. would be tested to 
see why he died. 

The body was found in a 
double coffin with another 
mummy, which had not been 
unwrapped but was believed to - 
be his twin brother. • ■ 


‘Distasteful’ royal TV advert to stay 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 


Live TV, the cable channel 
which features Topless Darts 
and scantily dad weather girls, 
yesterday vowed to continue 
nmniqg an advertisement which 
offended the Queen and which 
it has been ordered to withdraw. 

It is now on a collision course 
with the Advertising Standards 
Authority, which ruled that the 
advert for the channel's Live 
Predictions programme should 
be dropped. 

It features a wedding photo- 
graph of the Prince and Princess 
of Wales, with Prince Charles's 
head replaced by that of a grin- 


ning Paul Gascoigne and with 
the Princess of Wales apparently 
kissing the footballer. 

The photograph was head- 
lined: “Who knows what the fu- 
ture holds?” - an apparent 
reference to the Princess's friend- 
ship with Wfll Carling, another 
famous British sportsman. 

Charles Anson, foe Queen's 
press secretary, had daimed the 
advertisement was distasteful 
and that neither the Prince nor 
Princess had given permission 
for Live TV to use the picture. 

But the advertisers. Young 
and Rubicam. argued that the 
photograph had been in foe pub- 
lic domain for 15 years. Their ap- 
proach, they claimed, was 


“humorous and not offensive'’. 
The ASA said the advertisement 
should be withdrawn because 
il broke the rule banning 
references to the Royal Family. 

But Kelvin Mackenzie, man- 
aging director of Mirror Tele- 
vision which owns foe cable 
station, said that Uve TV would 
not bow to an outdated and 
arcane advertising code. 

“The rule was made 25 years 
ago to protect the royals when 
they' were held in high regard 
... In 1996 they have abdicat- 
ed that position and they are 
basically one of us," he said. 

The ASA also upheld a com- 
plaint by the Catholic Media Of- 
fice about two mail order 


advertisements by the Lourdes 
Research Organisation for a . 
statue of the Virgin “in a dome 
immersed in the miraculous 
water of Lourdes”. 

They daimed Lourdesw&Jhc . 
“the place where foe worldsjnbst 
numerous and astouudingtitir- 
ades occur" and that theriwn- 
ers of “even u few drop^erf-fois 
water constantly attests 16 the 
. . . fortunate events that oqcur in 
all aspects of their lives”. ’ 

Fifteen people questioned 
whether the so-called LRO 
could prove Lourdes water or 
statues brought good fortune 
and objected that its name im- 
plied it was an official body. 
Both complaints were upheld. 


Mystery calls over 
farmhouse murder 


A mysterious caller could bold 
vital clues to the murder of a 
wealthy sdentist's wife found 
naked and handcuffed at a 
secluded farmhouse a year ago. 

The anonymous man has 


twice telephoned police hunt- 
ing the killer 


,er of Janet Brown, 51, 
who was beaten to death at 
Hall Farm, in Radnage, 
Buckinghamshire. 

Yesterday, Detective Super- 
intendent Michael Short, who 
is heading foe inquiry, appealed 
for foe man to contact police 
again. Del Supt Short said: “I 
would ask that person to con- 
tact us. What he is telling us 
makes sense. It’s really impor- 
tant that we speak to him.” 

It was unlikely that the calls 
were hoaxes and their tone and 
content suggested that the caller 


himself believed the information 
he gave was of significance. 

“The caller seems genuine. 
The information seems cor- 
rect," Del Supt Short added. 
The calls did not appear to be 
from the killer himself, nor did 
they identify the killer. 

The Erst was made to the con- 
trol room at Aylesbury police 
station at 9.10pm on 3 Febru- 
ary. The second, almost a repeat 
of foe first call, was left on an 
answerphone at Maidenhead 
police station on 27 February. 

Thursday will be one year to 
the day since the murder. Mrs 
Brown was alone at home while 
her husband. Dr Graham 
Brown, 53, worked in Switzer- 
land. The couple’s three chil- 
dren, Zara. 22, Roxanne, 17 and 
Benedict, 21, were also away. 


DAILY POEM 


Jealousy 

By Stephanie Reynolds 


Jealousy is dark blue. 

Jealousy is when Samuel 
is gening a cuddle 
And I'm 

on. the settee without one. 

Jealousy sounds tike crying and huffiness. 
Jealousy tastes sour in your throat. 
Jealousy feels like you have two hearts. 
One going up in anger, 

.■bid one going dawn with sadness 


Reyn ? lds * w . ho corae * from Hull, wrote this poem - 
one of the award-waning entries in the eight years andunder 

1995 ^ Smith Young vfete^TCompetition 
. , h ^. n SCVC! n. Commended by the judging panelTwhich 

nduded Ted Hughes, John Agard, Jan Markand Kit Wright, 

Elew£ FntiVtln 150 verse works which appear in 
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i Intel® i?omhz Pentium® processor 
> 16Mb EDO RAM 
• 256Kb PIPELINE BURST CACHE 

1 1Gb HARD DRIVE 

i INTEGRATED 64 -BIT PCI LOCAL BUS VIDEO WITH 
2Mb VIDEO MEMORY 
» 15“ COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 
i 4 PCI AND 3 ISA EXPANSION SLOTS U SHARED 1 
i MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 
SIX SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 
i MICROSOFT® OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 95 
i MICROSOFT WINDOWS 95 
i DELL MOUSE/KEYBOARD 




£1,399 (£1,673.20 

incl. delivery + VAT ) 



With Dell, things just get better and better. For a limited period only, were offering our Dimension"' 
P120t for the unbelievably low price of £1,399 (£1.673.20 incl. delivery and VAT). Charged by a 
i20HHz Pentium® Processor it gives you all the power you need, making it the ultimate high spec, high 
performance Ready-to-Run machine. It also comes complete with Microsoft® 

Office Professional 95 and Microsoft Windows 95. But to take advantage of this 

incredible offer you must act now. Call us today on 
01344 724769 and get a better PC for your money. 
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to counsel 
‘suicidal’ 

doctors 


GLENDA COOPER 

A 24-hour helpline is to be 
launched for doctors after a 
British Medical Association 
survey revealed that one in five 
had contemplated suicide and 
many were taking to drink or 
drugs. 

The BMA chairman. Dr 
Sandy Macara, laid the blame 
for high levels of stress at the 
Government’s door, linking its 
rise to ‘'intolerable practice” 
within the National Health 
Service. 

‘Almost 90 per cent of peo- 
ple perceived that their levels of 
stress were greater than five 
years ago” he said. “It is no co- 
incidence that we are about to 
celebrate the fifth anniversary 
of NHS reforms.” 

The one-year pilot telephone 
service, staffed by trained coun- 
sellors from the specialist com- 
pany Care Assist, aims to 
provide doctors with “coping 
strategies” for dealing with high 
levels of stress in the work 
place, Sandra Ridley, manager 
of the counselling services, said. 

The survey of more than 800 
GFs and hospital doctors pub- 
lished in the BMA News Review 
magazine found seven out of ten 
doctors said they suffered from 
work-related stress. More than 
one-third increased their alcohol 
consumption to help them cope, 
and a few became drug abusers. 

Nearly 90 per cent of doctors 
thought they faced greater 
stress than they did five years 



Dr Sandy Macara: Doctors 
‘demoralised and alienated 1 


ago and the same proportion 
felt patients had been encour- 
aged to make unreasonable de- 
mands on them. More than 20 
per cent said stress caused them 
to think of committing suicide. 

But the “continued preva- 
lence of a macho medical cul- 
ture" meant few — only 15 per 
cent — were likely to seek pro- 
fessional help, preferring to 
talk to family, colleagues or 
friends. Just 17 per cent said 
they had taken tune off work. 

One anonymous West Coun- 
tiy family doctor said: “Many 
GPs I know are stressed to the 
point where their health and 
their ability to work safely are 
suffering. If we judged our- 
selves as we judge our patients, 
many of us would be off sick.” 

Another from Wales said: 
“One of my partners recently 
suffered bum-out, which led to 
alcohol abuse and attempted 
suicide. This caused great stress 
and guilt for the rest of us.” 

Dr Macara said he was “shat- 
tered" by the results of the 
BMA survey. He said: “We 
have the intolerable practice of 
doctors being told which pa- 
tients to give priority to on the 
basis of where the money is. 

“Added to that ... the Gov- 
ernment has incited higher ex- 
pectations in patients of the 
service they should receive in an 
environment which doesn’t 
have the resources to provide 
those standards of patient care. 

“It doesn't guarantee higher 
standards, but it is the best guar- 
antee of demoralising and alien- 
ating those who are doing then- 
best in difficult circumstances." 

Last year at the BMA Annual 
Representatives Meeting in 
Harrogate, members called on 
the Government to set up such 
a helpline and authorised the 
BMA to launch a pilot scheme 
if the Government did not acL 

The secretary of the associa- 
tion. Dr Mac Armstrong, said: “If 
I were the managing director of 
a company and it was revealed 
that my key personnel were suf- 
fering from this degree of stress, 

I would be calling for the head 
of personnel on a plate.” 




Rare scene: Van Gogh's Int&ieur d'un Restaurant , to be In Christie's London Impressionist and Modem Art auction on 30 April Photograph: Edward Webb 


‘Snags’ hindered attempts to save pilot 


Crew and medical staff fi ghting 
to save a dying airline captain 
who collapsed during a fligh t ran 
into a series of sna^, an official 
report revealed yesterday. 

Roger Attenborough. 54. 
slumped unconscious as he pre- 
pared to land a 220-passenger 
Britannia Airways Boeing 757 
at Malaga airport in southern 
Spain. 


His co-pilot managed to land 
the aircraft safety but Captain At- 
tenborough was declared dead 
after he was taken to hospital. 

An Air Accident Investiga- 
tion Branch into the incident on 
28 January found: 

□A muse could not be strapped 
into the jump (spare) seat in the 
cockpit so she could attend to 
the captain. 


o The position of the captain's 
seat also made it impossible for 
the nurse to get into the left 
observer’s seaL 
□ Having declared an emer- 
gency, the co-pilot could not 
land first time because the ap- 
proach he was given triggered 
off a ground proximity wa rning 
system alert 

□A waiting paramedic could not 


board for two or three minutes 
as the steps had not arrived. 

The report said the co-pQol 
had initially summoned assis- 
tance after he noticed the cap- 
tain was struggling for breath. 

A flight attendant arrived to 
find the captain apparently un- 
conscious. Neither the flight 
attendant nor the nurse could 
tell if he had a very faint pulse 


or none at all. Tvo flight atten- 
dants and the nurse gave the 
captain heart massage when 
the plane landed and the para- 
medic administered adrenaline. 

The report said the captain 
“died during or shortly after the 
flight”. It added that the Span- 
ish authorities bad carried out a 
post-mortem examination but a 
full medical report was awaited. 


news 


Farmer in 
court over 
sheds of 

cannabis 


A polks raid on a farmhouse on 
the estate of Earl WaJdegrave - 
the older brother of the Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, 

W illiam W&I degrave - found 

around 1,000 cannabis plants 
growing in specially adapted 
sheds, a court was told yesterday. 

The plants varied from a few 
inches to up to four feet in height 
and were being cultivated with 
the aid of special lighting and 
watering systems. They could 
have yielded up to £75,000- 
wortb of cannabis, Wffliam Hart, 
for the prosecution, said at 
Bristol Crown Court 

Before the court was John 
Lucksted. 50, a farmer who 
manages a farm at Chewton 
Mendip, Somerset on the estate 
of Lord V&ldegrave. 

The court heard that Mr 
Lucksted admitted possessing 
the plants but claimed they 
were solely for his own use. He 
denies a charge of possessing 
the plants with intent to supply 
to others. 

Mr Hart said police raided 
the farm last September and 
found “substantial quantities” 
of cannabis in the house. In 
three sheds nearby cannabis 
plants were being grown. 

He said that an expert at the 
Home Office's forensic science 
laboratories at Chepstow had 
examined one of the flowering 
tops of a plant and discovered 
it was the strongest evei 
examined by the laboratories. 

Mr Hart said Mr Lucksted 
who was arrested last October, 
maintained that he was a heavy 
smoker of cannabis, using 
around 3oz a week. He said the 
farmer claimed he was growing 
it all for his personal con- 
sumption and aid not intend 
supplying to anyone else.” 

The case continues. 


Threat to Prince’s village 


The Prince of Wiles's dream vil- 
lage will lose its unique rustic 
identity if bureaucrats in a 
neighbouring town get then- 
way. Councillor in Dorchester, 
Dorset, want to extend their 
town's boundaries to swallow up 
the Prince's £22m Poundbury 
development. 

Residents of the village, 
which is built on Duchy of 
Cornwall land, say the plans will 
rob the settlement or its rural 


atmosphere. Properties combine 
Victorian, Gothic and Renais- 
sance styles. Thousands of 
homes are to be built there in 
the next 25 years. 

Dorchester Town Council, 
which wants to expand its 
boundaries to take in the 
Prince’s parish, has turned to 
the district council for backing. 
This week its polity and re- 
sources committee is to decide 
whether to recommend a 


boundaries review by the Local 
Government Commission. 

Dorchester’s Town Clerk, 
Dennis Holmes, said it had 
been a long-term view that the 
boundaries should be expand- 
ed. But Bill Brazier, chairman 
of Bradford Peverell Parish 
Council, which includes Pound- 
bury. says Dorchester wants to 
expand so that the council can 
levy tax on the new homes built 
there in the future. 
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Tobacco giant loses £2m Suicide gunman 
claim against widow murder suspect 


A giant tobacco firm which de- 
manded that a widow should 
pay £2m in legal fees before she 
sued it over the death of her 
husband from lung cancer, lost 
its court action yesterday. 

Lord Gill, at the Court of Ses- 
sion, Edinburgh, Scotland’s 
supreme civil court, rejected the 
claims of Imperial Tbbacco Ltd 
that Margaret McTear, of 
Beith, Strathclyde, should have 
to find the £2m for expenses of 
the litigation. 

Her late husband, Alfred 
McTear, who died of lung can- 
cer aged 49. in 1993, had begun 
the legal action against the to- 
bacco company, suing for 
£100,000 when his disease 
was diagnosed. The action is 
regarded as a test case. 

Mr McTear, who had been a 
cigarette smoker for 30 years, 
claimed that Imperial Tbbacco 
should have known smoking 
caused hmg cancer. He said that 

the company had failed to warn 

its customers of the dangers of 
smoking. 

In the present action. Impe- 
rial Tbbacco claimed that 
research needed to defend the 
case would cost £2m and would 


take about 15 people two 
years to complete. It demand- 
ed security against the very real 
risk of incurring irrecoverable 
expenses. 

Colin McEachran QC, for 
Mis McTfear, who is working for 
her on a no-win, no-fee basis, 
had earlier told the court “Mrs 
McTear is clearly unable to 
meet even £lm- She has little 
capital and a meagre income. 
Imperial Tbbacco are making a 
mountain out of a straight- 
forward case.” 

Yesterday, Lord GUI said in 
his written judgment “Where 
a case can be seen to be hope- 
less the court is entitled and 
probably obliged to order cau- 
tion [payment of some legal fees 
in advance]. But where, as in this 
case, that cannot properly be 
said, I consider that the court 
should be reluctant to make an 
assessment of the pursuer’s 
prospects . . 

Lord Gill said Mrs McTear 
worked in Littlewoods and had 
a widow’s pension. She was 
not receiving funding from any 
source. She had been refiised le- 
gal aid and her legal advisers 
were acting for her on a spec- 


ulative basis. He added: “There 
is no hope of her finding cau- 
tion in any significant amount". 

The judge said that whatev- 
er the intention behind Impe- 
rial Tobacco’s present legal 
action for Mrs McTfear to fed 
£2m caution, the inevitable ef- 
fect of its being granted would 
be that the damages action 
which she is pursuing against 
Imperial Tobacco would come 
to an end. 

Lord GDI said: “In deciding 
on a motion of this kind, the 
court must have a proper regard 
to the avoidance of injustice to 
defender. 

“But the court must also 
keep in mind the risk that if the 
pursuer’s means or the de- 
fender’s probable expenses, or 
both, were to be decisive of the 
question, a pursuer with a 
potentially valid claim might 
be denied access to justice.” 

The judge refused Imperial 
Tobacco's claims for Mrs 
McTear to put up- the £2m 
caution for legal expenses. 

Mrs- McTear can now go 
ahead with her £100,000 dam- 
ages action against the tobacco 
company. 


A gunman who killed himself 
after a botched armed robbery 
was wanted for murders in 
Spain and Portugal, police said 
yesterday. 

John Willie Holden, 52, shot 
himself in Kingston Park shop- 
ping centre in Hull last Thurs- 
day after running from a 
jewellery shop. His body was 
found with an automatic pistol, 
more than 40 rounds of am- 
1 munition, a two-way radio and 
a canister of CS gas. 

Detective Superintendent 
Geoff Walker, leading an in- 
quiry into the incident, said 



John Holden: Wanted man 


Holden, from Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire, was wanted for a se- 
ries of crimes in his home town 
and Derbyshire. He had failed 
to turn up at a trial for burglary 
at Doncaster Crown Court. 

Two men seen near the jew- 
ellery shop around the time of 
the robbery have not come for- 
ward and are thought to have 
been involved- After the raid 
failed, Holden hit the shop 
manager over the head with an 
iron tar before fleeing, shoot- 
ing at chasing police. He 
stopped outside a toy store and 
shot himself in the bead. 

Holden is believed to have 
been involved in the murder of 
a British tourist who was shot 
dead on a beach in Quateira, 
Portugal, in October 1993. 

The second murder was in 
the Spanish resort of Fuengirola 
last July. Police said he had been 
involved in an argument with a 
Scottish man in a tar. Holden 
left, returned five minutes lat- 
er with a handgun and shot the 
man dead before turning the 
gun on the victim’s girlfriend | 
and the two British owners of 
Lhe tar. All were seriously hurt , 
but have recovered. 
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Chernobyl: Ten years on and 5 million have 
been exposed to radioactivity following blast 


Row over death 


toll from worst 


nuclear disaster 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 


Almost 10 years after the Cher- 
nobyl nuclear disaster there is 
still confusion over precisely 
how many victims it claimed. 

According to Ukrainian 
health ministry officials. 125.000 
of their countrymen have al- 
ready died as a result of the ac- 
cident and many more are set 
to follow. On top of that, tens 
of thousands are said to have 
gone down with crippling radi- 
ation-induced diseases, and in- 
cidences of thyroid cancer 
among children have gone up 
a hundredfold. 

Western scientists dispute 
the figures, with some putting 
the number of deaths directly at- 
tributable to the disaster at 
just 45. They concede, however, 
that the full picture will not be- 
come clear for many years. 

“Ten years after Chernobyl 
we seem to have got nowhere 
with regard to the casualties.** 
said David Kyd of the Vienna- 
based International Atomic En- 
ergy Agency (IAEA). “But 
thore giving the higher figures 
lend to be people who want to 
draw attention to what hap- 
pened and gain sympathy.** 

The motive is pretty clear. No 
mailer how many people actu- 
ally died as a result of it, the ex- 
plosion at reactor number four 
of the Chernobyl nuclear pow- 
er plant on 26 April 1986 still 
ranks as the biggest man-made 
disaster of the century. 

Although the radioactive fall- 
out from the blast reached Scot- 
land. the highest concentration 
of people affected were in 
Ukraine and the then Soviet re- 
public of Belarus, immediately 
to the north. 

In all 5 million people are be- 
lieved to have been exposed to 


radioactivity following the blast- 
in Ukraine, Belarus and Rus- 
sia more than 500,000 people 
were displaced from affected 
towns and villages and thou- 
sands of square miles of land 
were Contaminated- 

Ten years on the sense of 
shock, for those who experi- 
enced it, remains acute. Alexan- 
der Lukashenko, the President 
of Belarus, yesterday told a 
gathering of international politi- 
cians and scientists in Vienna 
that Chernobyl had been a “ra- 
dioactive tornado [the like of 
which had] never seen before”. 

Claiming that his country 
had ever since been devoting 25 
percent of its annual budget to 
dealing with the effects of the 



Alexander Lukashenko: Blast 
was a 'radioactive tornado’ 


disaster, he also used the occa- 
sion to plead for more aid from 
the international community. “I 
call upon you to help return the 
contaminated areas to full life.” 
Mr Lukashenko said. “We can- 
not conduct this work on our 
own.” 

The Vienna conference, 
which has been organised bv the 
IAEA, the World Health Or- 
ganisation and the European 


Commission, aims to look at the 
costs of Chernobyl in human, 
environmental and even psy- 
chological terms. Its partici- 
pants are also looking at how to 
ensure there can be no repeat 
of such a disaster. 

In addition to the two still at 
Chernobyl itself, there are a fur- 
ther 13 Chernobyl- type reactors 
in operation in the former So- 
viet union. Despite safety im- 
provements, all of them still 
represent a danger, according 
to Western experts. 

The countries operating the 
plants say they cannot shut 
them down because they de- 
pend on them for their {rawer 
supplies. The cost of serious im- 
provements at the plants is es- 
timated at around $100 
(£65m)-$150m per unit, but to 
date, Western pledges have 
amounted to only $20-$30m 
per unlL 

The Ukrainian Prime Minis- 
ter, Yevhen Marchuk, yesterday 
confirmed his readiness to dose 
down the two reactors still in op- 
eration at Chernobyl by the year 
2000 - as long as the right 
amount of Western aid would 
be forthcoming. 

Mr Marchuk did not give afig- 
ure for the cost of shutting 
down Chernobyl, but in the past 
Ukraine has proposed a figure 
of around $4bn to cover (he 
completion of two new nudear 
reactors, as well as continuing 
medical and other expenses for 
tens of thousands of people af- 
fected by the accident. 

Last week, the Group of Sev- 
en major industrialised nations 
offered Ukraine S3.1bn in ex- 
change for closing the plant 
With some in Ukraine resisting 
the move, G7 leaders meeting 
in Moscow later this month 
may even increase the offer. 

Leading article, page 12 


Reactor explosion ‘could 
never happen again’ 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


The Chernobyl nuclear disaster 
could not be repeated, either at 
Chernobyl itself or elsewhere in 
the former Soviet bloc, the 
Chairman of the World Asso- 
ciation of Nudear Operators 
(Wano) said yesterday in a 
statement marking the tenth an- 
niversary of the world’s worst 
nuclear accident. Technical im- 
provements to the installations 
and the growth of a Western- 
style “safety culture” meant 
that the accident “as it happened 
in 1986, cannot happen again”. 

But the Chernobyl explo- 
sion has received less attention 
than other nuclear sites in the 
former Soviet Union because of 
the economic situation in 
Ukraine. Similar reactors - 
RBMKs - in Russia itself had 
received more modifications. 


Although the European Union 
had put about £5m into im- 
proving nuclear installations in 
eastern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union, the same amount 
again was needed. 

Reray Carle, the chairman of 
the voluntary association which 
unites 126 operators of nuclear 
power plants around the world, 
was addressing a meeting of the 
association in London yester- 
day. the last before the an- 
niversary of the aeddent on 26 
April. He said the cost of re- 
deploying workers, closing the 
plant and replacing it, estimat- 
ed at $lbn - had discouraged 
the idea. 

“The main causes of the ac- 
cident have disappeared - the 
deficiencies have been 
corrected.” Mr Carle said. 

He said the main design short- 
comings of the RBMK reactor, 
conceived in the 1960s and built 


in the 1970s, were the design of 
the control rods and the '"void 
coefficient". Before the acci- 
dent, the control rods could 
cause a sharp increase in ra- 
dioactivity when they were low- 
ered into a reactor operating at 
low power. This can no longer 
happen. 

The “void coefficient” is the 
change in reactivity - the in- 
tensity of the nuclear chain re- 


action - which accompanies a 
' of the liq- 


change in the density 
uid circulating round the reac- 
tor core - the “primary 
coolant”. When water turned to 
steam, reactivity would increase 
as the density of the coolant de- 
creased. This could create a pos- 
itive void coefficient, which 
could cause the reactor to be- 
come unsLable. Steps taken 
meant this was now impossible. 
Attention had also been paid to 
fire-retardant measures. 




Aces high: The Catalan leader, Jordi Pujol, whose support will be necessary for Mr Aznar to take office as Prime Minister 
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Catalans display ruling passion 


ELIZABETH NASH 

Barcelona 


Five weeks after Spanish gen- 
eral elections left the conserv- 
ative Popular Party (PP) just 
short of a ruling majority, horse 
trading is intensifying to secure 
for the party leader, Jose Maria 
Aznar, enough parliamentary 
votes to become prime minis- 
ter. Success hangs on the 16 
Catalan nationalist MP&, and to 
a lesser degree the five moder- 
ate Basque nationalists, but 
neither grouping has yet opted 
for Mr Aznar and may take an- 
other two weeks to make up 
their mind. 

Mr Aznar, in his passion for 
a deal, is being pushed to meet 
demands for regional autono- 
my that could surpass anything 
contemplated by the previous 
Socialist government. This 
would mark an extraordinary 
turnaround for a party bom of 
Francoism ostensibly commit- 
ted to the principle of a single 


Spanish nation. Powerful re- 
gional voices in the PP even 
urge constitutional reform to 
tr ansfo rm Spain into a Gennan- 
style federation. 

The Catalan leader, Jordi 
Pujol, said yesterday in 
Barcelona that the focus of 
talks between the two parties 
was regional autonomy. But 
nothing was in the bag. “We 
have received few requests from 
the PP, but those we have re- 
ceived don't amount to much. 
Things are still at an early 
stage,” he said, and added: 
“We are not going to vote for 
Aznar in exchange for nothing.” 

Without the Catalans, Mr 
Aznar can kiss goodbye to pow- 
er, and Mr Pujol is alive to the 
opportunity this offers. A deal 
wiU centre around a bigger 
Catalan share of tax revenues 
- wealthy Catalonia contributes 
25 per cent more to Madrid 
than the national average and 
receives 25 per cent less. 

The PP is agreeable to giving 


Catalonia more tax revenue, but 
will not say how much. Mr Pu- 
jol says he wants, in proportion 
to the size of Catalonia's pop- 
ulation, as much as Spain's 
poorest regions. This would 
mean avast increase that would 
stretch Madrid sorely and could 
prompt howls of resentment 
from the poorer regions. 

Mr Pujol also wants Mr Az- 
nar to recognise Catalonia as a 
nation, beyond the autonomy 
enjoyed by Spain's other re- 
gions, and to hand over to it 
powers on trade, penal, police 
and prison matters, coastal fish- 
ing, ports, railways and air- 
ports. The PP has swallowed the 
toad, as they say here, accept- 
ed the principle and is prepar- 
ing detailed responses. 

The move would transform 
the balance of forces between 
Madrid and tire regions estab- 
lished in the 197S constitution, 
but the constitution itself pro- 
vides for such an eventuality and 
the Catalans say a parliamen- 


tary vote would be sufficient. 

At the prospect of a juicy bi- 
lateral deal shaping up between 
Madrid and Barcelona, Spain's 
other nationalities, the Basques 
and the Galicians, have put in 
their pennyworth. The conser- 
vative Basque National Party 
leader. Xabier ArzaHuz, wanted 
Mr Aznar this week that the 
Basques, too, wanted to be 
treated as a nation. He wants to 
complete a transfer of powers 
agreed by the Socialists. 

The Galician leader, Manuel 
Fraga, a PP founder and heavy- 


weight. complained that Gali- 
cia must not be marginalised, a 


plea that appears to have been 


teard by his party. Mr Fraga. a 
minister under Franco, has 
gone even further than the 
Basques and the Catalans in his 
zeal to decentralise. He pro- 
poses that Spain become a fed- 
eral state along German lines 
and reform its constitution. 
Fellow conservatives, unnerved 
by his audacity, say such ex- 


tremes are not yet necessary. 

Mr Aznar and Mr Pujol, the 
men of the moment, appear an 
ill-matched pair, worlds apart in 
age, style and beliefs. The con- 
summate operator. Mr Pujol, 
65. was jailed by Franco for up- 
holding Catalan rights, and has 
been a local hero for decades. 
Mr Aznar, 44. was swotting for 
his tax exams during upheavals 
that swept away the dictatorship, 
and despite his election victo- 
ry, remains politically unproven. 

Neither man achieved promi- 
nence through beauty contests 
or charm schools, the editor of 
ElMundo newspaper observed 
recently, and neither, he noted, 
is a natural host for peak-time 
television spectaculars. But, the 
editor concluded, with a nod to 
the close of Casablanca, where 
Humphrey Bogart and Claud 
Rains stand together on the tar- 
mac watching the plane depart, 
pragmatism and propinquity 
could spark the be ginning of a 
beautiful friendship. 


Skulls found in Argentine jail oven 


DAVID HASKEL 

Reuter 


Buenos Aires — Remains of 
skulls and other human bones 
have been found in the bread 
oven at a maximum-security 
jaQ, where seven inmates dis- 
appeared during a revolt last 
week. 

“Several bones have been 
found among the oven’s ashes, 
including femur heads and parts 
of skulls,” a court official said. 
“We have not been able to de- 
termine yet how many victims 
there were or to whom the 
bones belonged.” 

On Monday, the Buenos 
Aires province Governor, Ed- 
uardo Duhalde said prisoners 
killed other inmates and cre- 
mated their bodies during the 


week-long revolt by 1,000 in- 
mates at Sierra Chica prison. 
The revolt sparked riots among 
5,000 inmates of other jails, 
which ended on Sunday. 

The prisoner’s rebellion held 
the Argentine public and Lbe 
government of President, Car- 
los Menem in thrall for sever- 
al days. 

Investigators said teeth were 
found in the prison's bakeTy 
oven. Mr Duhalde’s comments 
appeared to confirm reports 
quoting inmates’ relatives last 
week as saying 17 Sierra Chica 
prisoners were killed in fighting 
and their bodies incinerated in 
the prison bakeiy. It was not 
dear bow the relatives knew this 
and authorities have confirmed 
only the death of a 51-year-old 
inmate from stab wounds. 


Twenty-seven hostages, in- 
cluding a woman judge, were 
freed unharmed on Sunday as 
the prisoners surrendered after 
their leaders received guaran- 
tees there would be no reprisals 
for the crisis. 

There were conflicting re- 
ports on the concessions made 
to the prisoners, who revolted 
on 30 March. Mr Duhalde said 
no concessions were made be- 
yond promising quick and wide- 
spread application of a law 
deducting two years from sen- 
tences for every year served 
awaiting trial. 

But newspapers said the in- 
mates were promised a prison 
commission with inmate rep- 
resentatives would be set up 
and that softer sentences for car 
theft would be applied. 



Carlos Menem: Shaken by 
week-long revolt 
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Croat camp chief to face Hague tribunal 


KEIRON HENDERSON 

Reuters 


Amsterdam — The UN war 
crimes tribunal for former 
Yugoslavia yesterday took cus- 
tody of a Bosnian Croat prison 
camp commander, who 15 one 
of the first defendants to be 
charged with war crimes by the 
Bosnian Serbs. 

Zdravko Mudc, named in a 
tribunal indictment last month, 
was banded over by Austrian 
police at Schiphol airport and 
was immediately taken to the 
tribunal's detention centre, near 
The Hague. 

Mr Mude, 41, was arrested 
in Vienna at the tribunal’s 


request and will appear at a pre- 
liminary hearing at the tribunal 
in The Hague tomorrow. 

The tribunal last month 
charged Mr Made and three 
Bosnian Muslims with war 
crimes against Bosnian Serbs. 

Mr Mudc, charged with com- 
manding the Celebid camp at 
Konjic, in centra] Bosnia, 
between May and November 
1992, was identified last month 
by the Bosnian Serb news 
agency as a Croat. 

The tribunal said he was 
accused of responsibility for 
crimes committed by his sub- 
ordinates, including at least 14 
murders, rape and torture. He 
was also accused of being 


anstble for causing great 
fering and for forcing de- 
tainees to have oral sex with 
each other, it said. 

Mr Mudc and his deputy, 
Hazim Delic, were indicted 
along with Zejnil Delalic, a 
Bosnian M uslim military com- 
mander, and a Celebid camp 
guard. Esad Landzo. 

Mr Delalic. who was the 
commander of a unit of 
Bosnian Muslim forces from 
June to November 1992, was 
arrested by the German police 
in Munich last month. 

The tribunal said then that it 
expected to take custody of Mr 
Mudc and Mr Delalic “within 
weeks”. 


Mr Landzo and Mr Delic are 
still at large, although the Bosn- 
ian authorities have given the 
tribunal assurances that the 
accused men will be arrested 
and handed over. 

The two men were accused of 
beating men to death with 
wooden planks, baseball bats, 
shovels and pieces of cable, as 
well as torturing detainees, 
many in their sixties and sev- 
enties, with pliers, corrosives, 
electric currents and hot 
metal pincers. 

On one occasion they were 
alleged to have nailed a Mus- 
lim political badge to a man's 
forehead. Mr Delic also faces 
two charges of multiple rape. 


Mr Mudc is the .second Croat 
to be taken into tribunal custody 
after a Bosnian Croat general, 
Tihomir Blaskic, gave himself 
up to the tribunal last week. 

The tribunal now has four 
men in its custody from the 57 
war crimes suspects it has 
charged. To date, the tribunal 
has indicted 46 Serbs, eight 
Croats and three Muslims. 

The German authorities are 
also holding a Bosnian Serb, 
Goran Lajic, one of 13 Serbs 
charged last July with atrocities 
against Muslims at the Ker- 
alerm prison camp in Prijedor. 
north-west Bosnia. The tribunal 
has said it expects Mr Lajic to 
be transferred soon. 


Zimbabwe 
lake dosed 
by pollution 


Harare (Reuter) - The Zim-. 
babwean government has 
closed the capital's main source 
of water to commercial fishing 
and recreational activities after 
the death of thousands- of fish 
from suspected pollution. 

Chen Chimutcngwende, the . 
Environment and Tourism Min- 
ister. said the closure at Lake.. 
Chivero was to allow, the gov- 
ernment to determine the extent 
of the problem. He warned 
people around the area. 25 miles 
from Harare, ag ains t eating fisfr 
from the lake. He said efforts 
were being made to identifytfce: 
source of the pollution and ac-c 
tion would be taken against 
those responsible. . 

“I am warning manufacturing 
companies, local authorities 
and individuals to refrain from 
dumping toxic and hazardous 
substances and effluent into 
the Manyame river system and ■ 

the lake,” he said 

City authorities in Harare 
have assured worried residents 
that the water is safe to drink 
because it is treated. 

First signs of the problem, 
wnjch local environmentalists! 
f^biUmg as one of the worst . 
to tut Harare’s water supplies, 
can*? three weeks ago, when of- 
□ciate began seeing dead fish, 
floating belly-up. 

— a t the University of . 
Zimbabwe in Harare blame 
■ugh levels of ammonia, brought 
to the surface when cool ten*- * 

peratures allowed deep water to 

nse, for the death of the feta 


Liberian warlord takes peace-keepers hostage 
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JACKSON KANNEH 
Reuter 


Monrovia — Fighting between 
rival ethnic factions rocked 
Liberia's capital for a fourth day 
yesterday, as the United States 
approved the airlifting of its 
citizens and other foreign na- 
tionals Gout to safety. 

Hundreds of frightened civil- 
ians, fearing a resumption of the 
six-year-old civil war, took 
advantage of a temporary lull in 
the fighting to seek refuge in the 
United States embassy annexe, 
swelling the number already 
sheltering there. 


Fighters loyal to the fugitive 
warlord Roosevelt Johnson 
held several hundred Lebanese 
and Liberian civilians and about 
20 Nigerian peace-keepers 
hostage in a barracks where Mr 
Johnson was reported at one 
stage to be hiding. 

The fighting and looting 
began at the weekend with a 
stand-off between supporters of 

Mr Johnson and soldiers loyal 
to the ruling council of state, 
which sacked him as its rural 
development minister and 
ordered his arrest on charges of 
murder during a dash with 
militia rivals. 


The six-member council, 
which was set up under the lat- 
est of a long line of peace deals, 
comprises the main faction 
leaders as well as civilians. 

Shooting began again near 
the array barracks. Diplomats, 
officials and witnesses said that 
about 40 Lebanese, mostly 
women and children, about 20 
Nigeria peace-keepers and sev- 
eral hundred Liberians were be- 
ing held in the barracks. 

Diplomats said more than 
200 foreigners were in the main 
US embassy compound. Others 
were trapped in their homes 


About 450 Americans are in 
Liberia, Africa’s oldest inde- 
pendent republic, and which was 
founded by freed American 
slaves in 1847. 

The smouldering civil war, 
which has killed 150,000 people, 
began in 1989. But for the past 
three years the Liberian capital 
has been comparatively safe. 

The barracks of the Armed 
Forces of Liberia, which are now 
just another militia faction, has 
been the focus of fighting which 
has Oared sporadically else- 
where in the city. 

Sustained bursts of shooting 


elsewhere in the city. have mingled over the past few 


days with mortar, artillery and 
rocket-propelled grenade blasts. 

There was no reliable casu- 
alty toll from the fighting. Med- 
ical aid workers spoke ofat least 
six dead and 40 wounded. 

West African peace-keepers 
of the Ecomog force patrolled 
the city. A spokesman said that 
they were trying to broker a 
ceasefire. 

“At the end of the day, all of 
us have to come to the negoti- 
ating tabic. It is my appeal 10 all 
of the parties to cease fire," Ma- 
jor-General John Inienger said, 
offering his Ecomog force as 
mediators. 



Ghana, which is current 
chairman of the Economic 
Community of West African 
Mates, which sent in the peace- 
keepers, told Mr Johnsonthat 
they would ensure his security 
during talks on his differences 
with the council of state. 

However, his whereabouts is 
not known. 

Last August's peace deal 
envisaged a ceasefire, disar- 
mament and elections taking 
place within a year. 

But skirmishing mflitiameri 
have repeatedly breached the 
ceasefire, while the process of 
.d^tnflament has yet to start.. , 
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anti-Saddam crusade 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jeoisalem 

In a sign ihal Kiog Hussein is 
joining the enemies of Iraq, US 
air force fighter aircraft will for 
the first time start to use bases 
in Jordan to enforce the no-fly 
zone over southern Iraq. 

Thenrrival of the 30 fighters 
and 1,000 air force personnel 
marls a reversal of policy for 
Jordan, which for five years has 
been Iraq’s lifeline to the out- 
side world. 

The XJS aircraft are officially 
in Jordan for two months of war- 
games codenamed “Eager 
Tiger” but the willingness of 
King Hussein to allow them to 


overfly Iraq shows that he has. 
m effect, joined the Gulf war ni- 
nes. During the war in 1991 Jor- 
dan maintained a benevolent 
neutrality towards Iraq and in- 
«irr«i the hostility of the US, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
The no-fly zone over south- 
ern Iraq was imposed by the US 
m 1992 to protect Iraqis in the 
south of the country from Iraqi 
atr attack. In addition to the sur- 
veillance flights by IS Fids and 
12 F15s supported by four 
tanker aircraft the US will 
train the Jordanian air force, 
which is to receive 16 Fids in 
1997. The US planes win be sta- 
tioned at two bases, one at 
Azraq, 40 miles from Amman, 


and the other in the south of the 
country. 

Relations between Amman 
and Baghdad have deteriorated 
sharply since August last year, 

when Lieutenant-General Hus- 
sein Kamel son-in-law of Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein of Iraq, 
fled to Amman. His public wel- 
come by King Hussein marked 
the end of Jordan’s previously 
friendly relations with Baghdad, 
which date back to the beginning 
of the Iran-lraq war in 19S0, and 
the start of a much closer al- 
liance with the US and Israel. 

The road across the desert 
from Baghdad to Amman is 
Iraq’s only land route to the out- 
side world, so the growing hos- 


tility of King Hussein is a seri- 
ous blow. There are tighter re- 
strictions an trade with Iraq, and 
the Iraqi opposition has been 
allowed to establish offices in 
Amman. General Wafiq al- 
Samerai, former head of Iraqi 
military intelligence, who de- 
fected to the opposition and had 
been Kving in Damascus, moved 
to Jordan in the last week. 

There is no doubt that Presi- 
dent Saddam is angered by Kang 
Hussein's turning against him. 
When an Iraqi diplomat was ex- 
pelled recently, Jordanian 
sources say he was found con- 
ducting a surveillance of the 
house of Abdel-Karim Kabari- 
ti, the newly appointed Jordan- 


ian prime minister, known for his 
hostility to the Iraqi government. 

Jordan was also humiliated 
when General Hussein Kamel 
and his brother, who had been 
the king’s guests, were killed by 
President Saddam when they re- 
turned to Iraq in the mistaken 
belief that they bad been grant- 
ed a pardon. 

Given Iraq's dependence on 
the road to Amman, it is unlikely 
that it would start using violence 
against King Hussein unless it 
had another outlet Al the same 
time, the Iraqi regime has bad 
no qualms about using violence 
in Amman in the past An Iraqi 
nuclear expert on his way to 
Libya was shot dead in the 


street allegedly by a gunman 
working at the Iraqi embassy. 

The switch in alliances is not 
popular among many Jordani- 
ans, even if pictures of President 
Saddam arc no longer on display 
in Amman, as they were in the 
Gulf war. Jordanian business is 
also heavily dependent on ex- 
ports to Iraq. A journalist who 
last year said 42 Jordanian 
politicians, businessmen and 
journalists were on the Iraqi pay- 
roll was immediately jailed for 
three days and put on trial. 

Officials, aware of pro-Iraqi 
public opinion, say that Jor- 
danian pilots will not take pan 
in the flights over Iraq. In ad- 
dition, Western diplomats said 


that the US aircraft will not fly 
directly from Jordan but via 
Saudi .Arabia. The Pentagon 
said last month that the fight- 
ers would remain in Jordan un- 
til mid-June, while the US navy 
carrier group normally de- 
ployed in the Gulf is absent. 

It is unlikely that the US over- 
flights are doing much good to 
Iraqis in the south. 

The government in Bagh- 
dad has drained the marshes, 
considered a bastion of resis- 
tance, of water by digging 
canals, and has burned towns 
and villages used by dissidents. 
All this has been monitored by 
satellite, but without provoking 
any international reaction. 


Dozens killed 
in Turkey ’s 
new offensive 
on Kurds 





HUGH POPE 

Istanbul 

Hopes of an early change in 
Turkey’s Kurdish policy 
dimmed yesterday as -the mili- 
tary revealed the extent of its an- 
nual spring offensive, launched 
five days ago. It has already 
claimed the lives of more than 
130 combatants. 

Backed by a new array of US 
Black Hawk and Cobra heli- 
copters and an undiminished 
belief that force is the only way 
to solve the Kurdish problem, 
tbe military has once again sent 
thousands' of troops up (he 
steep valleys of south-east 
Turkey to search for and destroy 
any concentrations of the Kur- 
distan Workers' Party (PKK). 

Years of unrelenting Turkish 
military pressure have driven 
the PKK far back into the 
mountains, but somehow the 
PKK never meets that final 
end that the armed forces are 
once again predicting. The army 
said its assaults found at least 
one well-defended PKK moun- 
tain' base fitted ouL with Its 
own bakery, electricity-gener- 
ating system, school and hostels. 


The main thrust of the of- 
fensive was north-east of Di- 
yarbakir in pursuit of some 200 
rebels, who the Tu rkish military 
said had recently crossed into 
Turkey after training. The 
PKK’s main base is in Syria, but 
such training is usually under- 
taken in Iraq or Lebanon. 

The new Turkish govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz also ordered planes to 
attack targets over the bonier 
in northern Iraq, where the 
PKK has successfully infiltrat- 
ed Iraqi Kurd territory and es- 
tablished fortified bases. 

“The message of the offen- 
sive is not just for the PKK ... 
It is for Iran and Syria as well," 
Miltiyet newspaper said. "'flukey 
wants to show its strength.” 

Turkey has faced growing 
antagonism recently from both 
Iran and the Arab world over 
a range of issues, from sharing 
the waters of the Euphrates to 
a joint military training agree- 
ment that Turkey signed with Is- 
rael ip February. . . 

Since the offensive started on 
Saturday, TUricey has conceded 
that at least 30 Turkish soldiers 
have been killed. The govem- 




Last post: Turkish soldiers paying tribute to their 30 fallen colleagues at a mass funeral In Diyarbakir 


meat says that nearly 100 PKK 
rebels have also died. 

The fighting looks certain to 
put an end to fire unilateral 
ceasefire announced by the 
PKK in December, a ceasefire 
that Turkey officially rejected 
but which did appear shanty to 
reduce clashes and casualties. 

Television images of troops 
scouring hillsides and shelling 
the snow-capped mountains 
may also put paid to hopes that 


tbe new government can some- 
how come up with a Kurdish 
policy that does not begin and 
eod with military campaigns. 

Barely three weeks ago, Mr 
Yilmaz, was telling reporters: 
“We must break down the 
mountains of our minds ... [the 
Kurdish problem] cannot be 
solved by raifitaiy means alone." 

He has promised to lift the 
state of emergency in the South- 
east and to review an irregular 


system of 60,000 state-paid Kur- 
dish “village guards". But his al- 
ternative proposals do little for 
civil rights and may turn the 
guards into a regular militia. 

Newly released figures show 
that 19,000 people have been 
killed since the PKK launched 
its struggle in 1984 in tbe name 
of the Kurds, who number 15- 
20 per cent of Hukey’s 65 mil- 
lion people. Unto the end of 
1995, 3,000 members of the se- 


curity forces had been killed and 
a claimed 11,000 “terrorists". 
The rest were civilians. The 
PKK talks of a goal of federal 
and cultural rights, but few 
links believe that it has dropped 
its .ori gin zp, goal of creating an 
independent Marxist state. 

Support for the PKK ap- 
pears to be decreasing inside 
Turkey. A Kurdish nationalist 
party endorsed by pro-PKK 
media won only 4 per cent of the 


Photograph: Reuter 

vote in the December elec- 
tions, and a heavily-controlled 
semblance of normality has 
been imposed on most towns in 
the Kurdish South-east But 
the PKK problem is unlikely to 
go away, however hard Turkey 
clamps down. It has an ex- 
tremely effective financial base 
among the half-million-strong 
Kurdish diaspora in Europe and 
is aided by covert support from 
Syria and other Turkish rivals. 


South 

Lebanon 

‘on brink 
of war’ 


ROBERT FISK 

Beirut 

A fierce exchange of fire be- 
tween HizboUah guerrillas and 
Israeli troops across tbe 
Lebanese-Israeli frontier yes- 
terday provoked warnings from 
both Shimon Peres, tbe Israeli 
Prime Minister, and Sayed Has- 
san Nasrallah, the HizboUah 
leader, of widespread militaiy 
action in southern Lebanon. 

Mr Peres visited northern 
Israel but found protesters 
blocking the roads to Kiryat 
Shmcroa after 18 Katyusha rock- 
ets had exploded around the 
town. The Israelis jeered Moshe 
Shabal the Police Minister, 
but applauded Binyamin 
Netanyahu when the right-wing 
Likud’ party leader arrived - a 
reminder for Mr Peres of how 
Lebanon now threatens his 
electoral prospects. 

Irish UN troops were last 
night trying to find out who set 
off the roadside bomb in south- 
ern Lebanon that led to the 
worst outbreak of violence in 
the region for almost a month. 
TTiekulingof Mazen Fariiat, 14, 
outside the village of Bradchit 
and tbe wounding of two small- 
er children led to the HizboUah 
reprisal attack on northern 
Israel which left 13 Israelis 
wounded - and counter-retali- 
ation by the Israelis, who fired 
200 howitzer shells around the 
neighbouring villages. 

Speaking at an army base out- 
side Kiryat Shmona, Mr Peres, 
who denied the Israelis set off 
the bomb, refused to say what 
mflitaiy action he contemplat- 
ed: “Well do what we have to 
... This government does not 
have a policy of restraint." 

Mr Nasrallah said any large- 
scale Israeli military operation 
would reopen a general war in 
southern Lebanon. 

First reports suggested the 
explosives that killed Mazen 
were placed on the Bradchit 
roadway by Israeli-backed mili- 
tias to explode when HizboUah 
guerrillas passed on their way 
to attack an Israeli artillery 
base south of the village. But 
local security sources said he 
had been playing with the bomb 
which killed him and that an 
investigation by the UN's Irish 
battalion had still not discovered 
who left the explosives. 
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Election jitters: Fear of student riots and a clash with the North cast shadow over polling day 

Violence 
threatens 
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Korean 

elections 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

Seoul 

In life, Roh Soo-sok was one of 
many, a clever law student at a 
famous private college, a hand- 
some 20-year-old who spent 
his spare time playing traditional 
Korean drums. But overnight 
he became a secular saint and 
the campus of Yonsei Univer- 
sity, in the west of Seoul, 
became his shrine. 

Hugje banners draped over 
the university gates display po- 
ems eulogising him as "a young 
eagle”. Students wear T-shirts 
bearing his image. Large paint- 
ings of a Christ-like Roh. his 
head wreathed in clouds, have 
been posted all over the cam- 
pus, draped in black ribbons. 

His coffin sits beneath an im- 
provised tent, guarded around 
the clock by unsmiling youths 
with black headbands, white 
masks, and wooden batons. 

There are offerings of incense 
and flowers and, carried around 
the campus by a spring breeze, 
a stronger and sweeter smell. 
Roh has been dead for almost 
two weeks and, despite the dry 
ice and the small electric cool- 
er perched on top of his coffin, 
he is beginning to decompose. 

South Korean students, once 
the most enthusiastic protesters 
in Asia, have been quiet re- 
cently. But, in an uneasy week 
for South Korea, with North 
Korean troops violating the 
armistice, and elections taking 
place tomorrow, there is again 


a powerful sense of grievance. 

This morning. 12 days after 
bis heart attack during a 
demonstration in Seoul, Mr 
Roh's coffin will be hoisted on 
to the shoulders of his comrades 
who will carry him through the 
streets to a service in front of 
City Hall, before driving 
overnight to a cemetery in the 
southern city of Kwangju. That 
is the plan. As everyone 
understands. South Korea's vig- 
ilant riot police have other 
ideas. 

The elections to the South 
Korean assembly will take place 
tomorrow in an atmosphere of 
tension. Nine years after the first 
direct presidential elections, 
democracy’ is established in 
South Korea. But the country 
still labours under unique pres- 
sures. as the weekend incursions 
by troops from the Communist 
North has emphasised. 

This year. President Kim 
Young-sam, the first head of 
state in four decades with no 
military background, robbed 
the students of their greatest 
complaints against him. After 
resisting for three years, he 
finally consented to prosecuting 
two presidential predecessors, 
the former generals Chun Doo- 
hwan and Roh Tae-woo, on 
charges of bribeiy and treason. 

But with a year still to run, Mr 
Kim's New Korea Party stands 
to lose its parliamentary ma- 
jority tomorrow. According to 
students at Yonsei the death of 
Roh Soo-sok is a symbol of a 



College hero: Seoul students guarding the coffin of Roh Soo-sok, who died in a demonstration 
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Germans pay more for their letters 

Bonn - The German Post Office said yesterday that it plans to 
raise the cost of mailing a standard letter by 10 pfennig to 1.10 f 
marks (about 50p). _ i<cuter 

Victory parade returns to Russia 

Moscow — Russian soldiers will parade across Red Square to cel- 
ebrate Victory Day on 9 May for the first time in stx years, a 
military spokesman said yesterday. The tradition was suspend- 
ed in 1992 as the Soviet Union neared collapse. Ar 

Court questions ban on Rushdie’s tome 

New Delhi — A court in Delhi ordered India’s government to 
explain why it ordered a halt to the sale of Salman Rushdie’s 
latest novel. The Moor's Last Sigh- A? 


new intolerance fostered by 
the insecurity of the South 
Korean leadership. 

One of the biggest question 
marks hanging over the Presi- 
dent is his indebtedness to the 
massive, illegal slush fund ac- 
cumulated by presidents Qrnn 
and Roh. Opposition leaders say 
Mr Kim received dirty money 
for his 1988 election campaign. 
At the demonstration on which 
Roh collapsed and died, this was 
one of the complaints. 

An autopsy concluded Mr 
Roh had died of heart failure, 
but his body bore numerous 
bruises apparently inflicted by 
the police. “I have been in 
many fights with the police 
before,” said Hwang Sang-woo, 


of the Yonsei Student Union, 
“but that time they were un- 
precedentedly harsh.” He 
added: “Nothing will persuade 
me the police were not the di- 
rect cause of his death.” 

Students are not the only 
group to detect intolerance in 
the government Foreign jour- 
nalists in Seoul recently sent a 
protest letter to the President's 
aides after the correspondent 
for the Australian Financial Re- 
view was refused a visa for writ- 
ing articles displeasing to the 
government Although he was 
jailed as a dissident, the Presi- 
dent’s government continues 
to prosecute left-wing writers 
and academics under a dra- 
conian National Security Law. 


On Monday, the police in 
Kwangju, the heartland of 
Korean anti-establishment 
protest announced their resolve 
to “strongly confront” student 
protests, “to ensure the 15th 
parliamentary ejection is carried 
out in a happy, fair and open en- 
vironment.” But the students in 
Seoul are also resolved. Outside 
the Yonsei campus, a few yards 
from his decaying body, a ban- 
ner bears a poem entitled “The 
Fall Of A Young Eagle”: 

Roh Soo-sok, who beat the drum 
Came back to us dead, with his 
heart cold and numb 
Dream sweetly, friend, beneath , 
the white sheet. 
As we take in our own hands the 
drum you once beat i 


China to exclude Patten from handover 


STEPHEN VINES 
Hong Kong 

Jeremy Hanley, the Foreign 
Minister responsible for Hong 
Kong, has confirmed that 
China wants Britain to agree to 
a discreet private ceremony to 
mark the end of colonial rule 
and Peking’s resumption of 
sovereignty over the territory 
next year. 

China originally insisted that 
it would not accept the Gover- 
nor, Chris Patten, having any 
partin the handover ceremony 
because he is viewed as a “crim- 
inal through the ages”. In 
private talks, Britain remained 
adamant that China could not 


dictate who would participate 
on behalf of the outgoing 
sovereign power. 

The talks have been going 
on for some months, but the lev- 
el of the stalemate was only 
openly acknowledged in an 
interview with Mr Hanley which 
appeared in the South China 
Morning Fast yesterday. “We be- 
lieve this is a unique moment in 
history that will be of great in- 
terest to the world, but China 
wants it not so open - a little 
more businesslike, shall we 
say,” he was quoted as saying. 

It is reliably understood that 
China simply wants officials to 
meet in a private room in Hong 
Kong’s City Hall, a functional 


building on the harbour side 
which is frequently used for 
official occasions such as the 
swearing-in of the Governor. 

China seems to be planning 
a closed-door event at the 
stroke of midnight on 30 June 
1997. followed by a lavish pub- 
lic celebration the next day 
once the British have left. 
Indeed, 1 July will become a 
permanent public holiday in 
Hong Kong to celebrate the 
resumption of Chinese rule. 

Britain has made no secret of 
the fact that it is looking for a 
“dignified” ceremony at which 
it could hand over its last 
major colonial possession with 
some honour. Mr Patten does 


not want the ceremony to rev- 
el in the colonial legacy, but 
acknowledge more than a cen- 
tury and a half of British rule. 

There has been constant 
speculation in the Hong Kong 
media about who would preside 
over the ceremony. Frequent 
references are made to Prince 
Charles, who has visited Hong 
Kong more often than any 
other senior royal. 

It has also been suggested 
that China's patriarch, Deng Xi- 
aoping, would fulfil his often- 
stated wish to visit Hong Kong 
after it returned to Chinese 
sovereignty, although reports 
about the poor state of his 
health make this unlikely. 


China’s determination to 
have nothing to do with Mr Pat- 
ten, who is held responsible for 
introducing democratic reforms 
bated by China, has reached 
such a pitch that elaborate 
precautions are taken to ensure 
that no Chinese official even 
attends any of the numerous 
events at which the Governor is 
present. 

Lu Ping China’s most senior 
official responsible for Hong 
Kong affairs, will be making one 
of his rare visits to the 
territory later this week. 

He has studiously ignored Mr 
Patten’s offer of a meeting and 
has so far declined to meet any 
other government officials. 
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mankind conquered baldness? 


Tomoirow sees the first ever Hair Grower of the Year awards for those who have reversed hair 
oss. ut men who suffer should simply learn to grow bald gracefully, counsels Jojo Moyes 

' Wwif e was havingan affair ru*nnrt gSMVic link, while and licensed as a medicine by the Natural Hair Products company, involves the insertion of silicone bal- 

i i- 4 ~ un Stress, poor lifestvle and noor miiriHnr Rririchu»<i^c K .i«j a..L, u: i.m: t i i 
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heard last month, he decided to 
niqjose upon her lover the most humfl- 
jatnjg punishment he could imagine. 
He held his rival down and rubbed 
lnnnac hair remover into his head. 

Unfortunately for Mr Lennoy, his 
nval regrew stubble after four days. 
S Ul 11181 ^is w® 8 fa eld to be 

the ultimate embarrassment shows the 
degree to which hair loss among men 
is sail seen as stigmatised. 

In _ recognition, or perhaps in 
exploitation, of this tomorrow sees the 
first ever Hair Grower of the Year 
Award at the Savoy Hotel in London, 
w “,ere one of six finalists will receive 
a £10.000 cheque for having “grown 
back the most hair on a previously bald 
head”. 

The competition, organised by the 
two-year-old Hair Growers Club, has 
monitored entrants worldwide in their 
year-long “race" to re-thatch their 
scalps without the aid of plastic 
surgery. 

“There can be no doubt whatsoever 
that, for the majority of men, baldness 
is now an option and not an irrevoca- 
ble problem." says Andy Biyant, 
author of The Baldness Cure and pre- 
viously best known for undergoing a 
vasectomy without anaesthetic. 

“We know how to grow back hair on 

bald heads," he says. “This is a bit like 
the Wright brothers with their first 59- 
>econd flight - It destroys the myth 
hat it cannot be done, perpetuated by 
'ested interests and people with closed 
oinds." 

Unfortunately, for the vast major 
y of those with thinnin g thatches, 

59-second flight with the 
fright brothers is more likely 
tan a return of their locks. 

<ne in three men between 


mg or bald patches and 
aiHind eight million men 
in3ritain are balding to 
soie degree. 
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There seems to be a continuing lack of 
internecine struggle 
Catholic newspapers 
the Universe and 
the Catholic Herald. 
Peter Stanford 
(left), former editor 
of the Herald, has 
just written The 
DeviL A Biography, 
to be published 

next week. The Ifrii- 
verse weighed in 
saying that Stan- 
ford was writing 
“an autobiography V>f tbe devST. (Oscar 
Wilde fives on in religious publications). 

Stanford and his publisher; Heme- 
manmwere not amused and demanded 
an apology from tbe MmJoHjV* 
editor of tbe Universe (a wonderfalhtle, 
that), promised one would be forth- 
coming. In the Universe's diary cob™ 1 * 
tbe following apology dnfr ®PP«“£* 
apology In a recent edition ofTheUm- 
verselsaid former Catholic Herald edi- 
tor Peter Stanford was writing an anlo- 
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thought to have a genetic link, while 
stress, poor lifestyle and poor nutrition 
may also contribute. 

There are more temporaiy forms of 
baldness, such as alopecia areata, a 
disease of the scalp in which baldness 
is patchy. This can develop into alope- 
cia totalis, loss of all scalp hair. 

Few men welcome the first sprin- 
kling of hairs on their pillow, mostly, 
according to experts, because it is seen 
as an obvious sign of ageing. But the 
idea ofbaldness as a psychological dis- 
advantage recently received scientific 
backing with a report in the British 
Journal of Psychology. 

“Far from being a laughing matter, 
male hair loss is dearly associated with 
a marked decrease in psychological 
well-being," said the report, entitled 
Does Fortune Favour the Bald? It 
claimed bald men fed more depressed, 
are more unsociable and fed much less 
attractive. And the younger the man, 
the report said, the woree he fell. 

This goes some way to explaining 
why the market for hair-loss products 
is flourishing, with worried men spend- 
ing an estimated f 100m a year, despite 
widespread cynicism about the efficacy 
of such “cures". 

Few have any degree of official 
backing. Minoxidil, sold under the 
brand name Regaine, is the only 
treatment to have satisfied the 
American FDA that it can 
be marketed as a drug 
that grows hair 


and licensed as a medicine by the 
British Medicines Control Agency. It 
claims to show an improvement in a 
third of aO patients, but it has to be 
taken continuously or the scalp wifl 1 
quickly return to die stage ofbaldness 
that would have occurred anyway. 

Less orthodox “cures 6 have 
included Baby Bio, Mannite and Balti 
curry mix - all to be rubbed into the 
scalp. (It has not been noted whether 
these also inadvertently provide on 
effective contraceptive.) And in 
between are a whole spectrum of 
“cures" that promise to increase cir- 
culation to the scalp, adjust the hair 
growth/loss cycle, regulate the seba- 
ceous glands and stimulate the hair 
bulb. 

According to a spokesman for the 
Hair Grower awards, the most popu- 
lar method among the six finalists 
(only one of whom bad succumbed to 
a transplant - on the only area of his 
scalp where hair no longer grew) was 
that of a lifestyle change encompass- 
ing a high water content diet, vitamin 
supplements, stress management - 
and inversion. Or hanging upside 
down. 

This method, espoused by Andy 
Biyaut's 




Natural Hair Products company, 
claimed to have achieved a 50 per cent 
re-growth for the ex-Labour MP 
Bryan Gould. 

Hanging upside down apparently 
counter-acts the effects of “vaso-dila- 
tion" whereby blood vessels constrict 
through stress, eventually affecting cir- 
culation to the scalp, and cause hair 
loss. This may indeed have been the 
case, although Mr Gould admitted 
that the improvement in his hair could 
have been a “coincidence". 

But not everyone is as satisfied by 
their “miracle cures". The Advertising 
Standards Authority says that com- 
plaints about hair loss treatment are 
on the increase. They are, however, 
still low - the authority says that 
many men do not like to complain 
because they tend to attribute the fail- 
ure of treatment to themselves. 

The levels to which men will go to 
avoid baldness is perhaps best exem- 
plified by the available plastic surgery, 
the best known method of which is 
Mjcrograftiflg. This is where hair is 
moved to areas where it will fall out. 
ie the temples and crown. A more 
extreme method is scalp reduction, 
where the central area ofbaldness is 
“cut out" and the edges of skin pulled 
together. 

Bui no method shrieks of 
serious desperation 
more than tissue 
expansion. 
This 


ing a musical. The former World in 
Action producer at Granada who is on 
the board of Tklawa, Britain's leading 
black theatre company, has jointly 
bought the rights to A Raisin in the Sun 
with Yvonne Brewster, the theatre’s 
Jamaican-born artistic director, and 
the American theatre director, Lisa 
FordL The musical was adapted by.Lor- 
raine Hansbeny, with music by Judd 
Woldin. from tbe original award-win- 
ning 1959 play about a ghetto family 
that comes into money and moves into 
a white neighbourhood. It was a success 
in the US but has never before been 


tagianiy oruie twvu. 

mL Mr Stanford is in fact not 
fc is merely writing his biography So, 
beakina yfiih our normal custom, we 
nologise grudgingly to Bedzebub r 
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Misic to the. 
pnducer’s ears 

Sue Vopdford, the wife of the media 
mogi and Labour peer Lord HoIjck, 
is abut to fry her hand at co-produc- 
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involves the insertion of silicone bal- 
loons under the scalp, which are gen- 
tly expanded over three months, the 
aim beingto create extra hair-bearing 
skin, unto the bead ends up bulging. 
When the balloons are removed the 
bald area is cut out and tbe stretched 
skin stitched over it An additional 
downside is the £5,000 it will cost ... 
and the three months spent in hiding. 

According to Sarah Cremer, style 
and grooming editor of Men’s Health 
magazine, men’s magazines have to be 
“very careful" when talking about 
hair products, for fear that desperate 
men win regard articles as an endorse- 
ment and rush out to try the products. 
But she believes men are getting bet- 
ter at coping with baldness, largely 
because of the increasing presence of 
high-profile role models. 

“They’re getting the bang of the fact 
that a scrape-over is not the way to do 
it, that it’s much better to go short and 
stay short," Ms Cremer says. “I think 

« *e like Andre Agassi and Bruce 
help because you have positive 
images of balding men who are seen to 
be vexy sexy. Someone like Sean Con- 
nery is balding and still incredibly 
sexy." 

And that, apparently is the root of 
the problem. For the majority of men, 
a full head of hair is still inextricably 
bound up with the idea of youth, viril- 
ity and ultimately attractiveness. Until 
those perceptions change, the market 
for scaip fertilisers of all sorts is likely 
to stay as buoyant as ever. 

“It's ironic really in that most surveys 
show that women don’t care if men are 
balding," says Ms Cremer. Much more 
likely to be a turn-off is the scrape- 
over, the spray-on hair in an aerosol, 
the badly fitting toupee, or worse 
an awful self-conscious 
obsession with hair loss. 
Learn to love your 
pate, says Ms Cre- 
mer, and be loved 
in return. “I think 
unless they're ter- 
ribly disturbed 
by it men 
should just to 
do it grace- 
fully, keep 
their hair very 
short and 
cany it off!" 


Micrografting 



Scalp reduction 


limW’J 




Mkxograftmgwill not create a dense 
mane, but offers hope to the reced- 
ing hairline. A strip of hair-bearing 
skin taken from the back of the head 
is divided into thousands of tiny 
plugs which are “replanted" into 
lasered holes. Within 25 days the 
transplanted hair falls out leaving 
the live follicle from which the final 
hair will grow two or three months 
later. The method works best with 
curly hair which conceals the scalp. 
Mkrografts cost £& to £10 each. 


At between £1.200 and £1,500 the 
minimisation of extensive bald- 
ness comes at a high price, but 
scalp reduction boasts instant 
results. Usually carried out under 
a local anaesthetic, tbe central 
area of baldness is cut out and the 
edges of scalp drawn up and 
stitched together, immediately 
covering more of the head with 
hair. A drawback is an ugly scar 
which takes seven to 10 days to 
heal. 


The curry miracle 



A West Midlands builder was talked 
into tubbing curry on to his bald 
patch by a friend who made the cure 
out of Indian herbs. After a week of 
applying the mixture twice a day, Tim 
Deeley from Sedgley found tufts of 
Hood hair sprouting where there had 
been none tor 12 years. On a Radio 
5 chat show one Welshman was so 
convinced of the miraculous qualities 
of a certain curry that he refused to 
make his secret public so that he 
could market h. 


Take the tablets 





Available over the counter. Rename 
is the only drug to have shown 
potential for regrowth. Its manu- 
facturers claim one-third of users 
can expect some results, while a 
lucky 8 per cent will enjoy “dense 
regrowth". However, regrown hair 
tends to be fiufiy and will fall out if 
the treatment is stopped - a costly 
commitment at £25.95 per month. 
An American scientific journal com- 
mented: “As a whole, the amount of 
hair regrowth is modest at best.” . 


Head over heels 
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The patient hangs from The 
Inverter for a few seconds each day 
as part of a £360 programme that 
also includes lessons in stress man- 
agement, diet and exercise. 
Increased supply of blood to the 
bead and scalp is supposed to stim- 
ulate hair growth, as demonstrated 
by Bryan Gould who experienced 
new hair growth afteT three months 
of the head over heels treatment. 
Experts remain unconvinced. 

Research by Anna Davies 


performed in Britain. Sue Woodford is 
optimistic and hopes it will be out next 
year. “This could be something that is 
a real success. It’s going to show the 
wonderful black talent that we have in 
this country." 


An expensive lesson 
in unity 


To attend one teachers* union confer- 
ence is purgatory. Tb go to three seems 
remarkably like sado-masochism. But 


Hank Roberts, the former president of 
Brent National Union of Tbacbers, has 
spent his entire Easter and a large 
chunk or his savings doing just that on 
behalf of his cross-union pressure 
group, Professional Unity 200ft The aim 
of the group is to nnifeaU the teaching 
unions. The road to unity is long and 
expensive. **I started in London,” says 
Mr Roberts, “where I took a cab to 
"Ibnjuay for £150 for tbe ATL confer- 
ence and stayed overnight- 1 then had 
to return to London, go to Cardiff for 
the NUT conference for two nights, after 
which I am catching the plane to Glas- 
gow for tbe NASUWT conference where 
m probably stay for two more nights. 
Then I have to Oy back to London 
again.” Ihe whole shebang will cost him 
Greater love for his profession 
hath no man. 


The bottom line 
on cellulite 

With some of the 
press filling space 
on a quiet week 
with in-depth 
investigations into 
the state of 
Princess Diana's 
legs, it was only to 
be expected that 
yesterday after- 
noon’s programme on Carlton TV’s 
Capital Woman should do its own 
grope into cellulite. 

“What is it," asked the presenter, 
“that every woman is paranoid about, 
that even Pamela Anderson cannot 
avoid, that doctors won’t even 
acknowledge, and that cannot be 
found in any medical textbook? WeU, 
the answer is cellulite. But is it, as some 
doctors say, a figment of our imagi- 
nation - or simply a Frenchwoman’s 
elegant word for fat?" Paranoid, fig- 
ments, fat! Harsh words from the pre- 
senter, one Julia Catling (above), but 
these medical matters demand plain 
speaking. 


be a Direct Line customer to apply for a Personal Loan. 

Want a cheaper 
Personal Loan? 

Don't bank on 
the banks. 


Good news if you're looking for a 
loan. You can borrow between £1,000 
and £15,000 from Direct Line at a lower 
cost (as you can see from the table). Loans 
are unsecured and at a guaranteed fixed rate 
for the whole term. Whatever you warn to 
buy we can lend a hand. As you'd expect 


from Direct Line tbe service is quick and 
efficient And to save you even more money 
there’s no arrangement fee. To qualify - 
you simply have to hold a comprehensive 
motor insurance policy with any insurer or 
be a Direct Line customer. Give us a call, 
we're waiting to beat the banks. 
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It all begins in 
the classroom 


E aster teacher union conferences axe 
rarely enlightened occasions. They 


X_/ rarely enlightened occasions. They 
are, in their way, mirrors of education 
debates in Parliament. They ring old, 
cracked bells. fighting the battles of the 
day before yesterday and ignoring the 
opportunities and "challenges of the 
future. They ignore, in other words, the 
children. And yet, this spring, there is a 
prevalent sense that the urgency of class- 
room improvement has become a focus 
of national agreemenL 

After the tumult of change in recent 
years, there is a glimmering of national 
consensus on education. It centres on the 
need, recognised by teachers, parents and 
politicians alike, to make unproved class- 
room leaching the beginning and end of 
education policy. Recent speeches by 
Gillian Shephard, the Education Secretary, 
and her Labour shadow, David Blunkett, 
have exuded moderation. Stripped of rit- 
ual obeisance to their parties' sacred cows 
(comprehensives and choice), they have, 
in fact, been variations on the same theme: 
improvement starts In the classroom. 

It was not just Mr Blunkett's effort to 
sign Labour up to private finance for 
schools when he spoke to the NUT the 
other day. Nor was it Mrs Shephard s dis- 
covery, after the rhetorical extremism of 
her predecessor John Patten, that teach- 
ers have to be co-opted rather than bat- 
tered. They both agree that the structure 
of the schools, even how they are 
financed, matters less than how minds are 
shaped, facts and techniques learnt and 
bow the achievement of pupils is assessed 
and registered. 

The broad line of agreement says: let 
us stick with common secondary schools 


course offering and the need to r efashi on 
vocational education - these are impor- 
tant. But what is taught and how it is 
assessed matter more than where. 

Most people see that the national cur- 
riculum needs to be pared back to a core 
of numeracy and literacy, that pupils 
need to be regularly tested. Who now dis- 
sents from the national objective of striv- 
ing to make all 16-year-olds better read- 
ers, better users of the languages of 
maths, better thinkers, better equipped 
to make a living and go forward to learn 
more in this ever-changing world? 

That ambition can only be realised at 
the chaJkface by dedicated teachers. 
They need to be backed up (although this 
will all too often be an aspiration rather 
than a reality) by parental enthusiasm. 
Their training ought not to stop, or even 
start, in specialist training colleges but 
rely instead on the experience of accom- 
plished educators. 

Good teachers need good inspectors, 
whose voice has to be much more 
nuanced and emollient than the one 
Chris Woodhead of the Office of Educa- 
tional Standards has been using lately. 
Inspectors, themselves at the acme of pro- 
fessionalism, should be supporting and 
nurturing good teaching (and so elimi- 
nating bad). There is no need for them to 
behave like a gang of heavy-booted police- 
men out to maximise their convictions. 

Teaching has, once again, to become a 
dignified activity, carried out by profes- 
sionals. That professionalism ought to be 
captured by the creation of a general 
teaching council, akin to the General 


Medical Council, is Jong overdue. The 
amount teachers get paid has to be cor- 


for the majority at Il-plus and focus 
instead on the qualities of the pupils com- 
ing into them and the skills and attitudes 
ofthe pupils completing a core curricu- 
lum at age 16. Other things, such as nurs- 
ery provision, the shape of the 16-19 


amount teachers get paid has to be cor- 
related with their classroom performance 
and both of those with how the public 
esteems them. There is now solid agree- 
ment, across the parties, across the coun- 


try, that pay, performance and esteem 
should all now be rising. 


The need to prevent 
another Chernobyl 


T he explosion and fire at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power station a decade ago 


J. nuclear power station a decade ago 
was a modern horror. According to the 
World Health Organisation, the total 
amount of radioactivity released in the 
disaster was 200 times more than the com- 
bined fallout from the atomic bombs 
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The 
precise death toll will never be known, 
though Western scientists believe many 
thousands will eventually die because 
they suffered exposure to radiation. 

Given these facts, why, as the 10th 
anniversary of the disaster approaches, 
does the Chernobyl plant remain open? 
Not only that, but 15 Chemobyl-style 
reactors continue to operate in the for- 
mer Soviet Union- 11 in Russia and two 
each in Ukraine and Lithuania. The 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
has said dearly that Chemobyl-style 
RB MK reactors represent a much 
greater safety risk than other types used 
in nuclear power generation. Most West- 
ern nuclear experts regard the RBMK, an 
exdusively Soviet model, as inherently 
unstable. 

Design flaws were only part of the 
explanation for the Chernobyl disaster. 
The other was the fact that, in an oper- 
ation which still boggles the mind, tech- 
nicians at the plant were conducting 
experiments in which safety systems were 
shut down. How far have safety proce- 
dures improved since then? Not far 


enough. Last November, fuel rods were 
removed from one of Cheraobyi’s two 
working reactors. Their hermetic seal was 
broken and an employee was exposed to 
radiation. 

Despite compelling arguments for dos- 
ing down Chernobyl, there is official resis- 
tance. Ukraine authorities say the plant 
supplies 7 per cent of the country’s energy 
and provides jobs for 30,000 people. They 
contend, unconvincingly, that Chernobyl 
has enjoyed an excellent, accident-free 
record in recent years. Since the govern- 
ment has in feet promised to dose the plant 
by 2000 -a pledge repeated yesterday -it 
is hard to avoid the conclusion that the real 
reason for Ukrainian procrastination is a 
desire to extract as much money as possi- 
ble from the West to cover the costs 
involved. 

The Group of Seven industrialised 
countries has offered about £2bn in aid. 
Thai is a generous sum. If the West is to 
offer more, the Ukrainian authorities 
need to show they are serious about dos- 
ing the plant - ideally, before 2000. 
Wbat is needed is a programme for 
repairing and eventually shutting down 
every one of these Chernobyl-type reac- 
tors. The financial costs will be high. Yet 
at a time when relations between the 
West and Russia have hit choppy water, 
making a well-financed programme of 
dosing the remaining reactors could be 
made the basis of renewing trust 
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‘Gee honey > who’s that?’ 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 

Nightmares of the meat trade j 


Christians bring honesty to Westminster 


Sir Your suggestion that a true 
Christian could not play a full 
part in politics (“Anyone can play 
Bible games”, 8 April) denies the 
reality of any Christian’s daily life. 
Political service does of course 
demand compromise but what 
family or business career does not 
also require regular surrendering 
of will to others' preferences? 

A Christian politician should 
not compromise essential princi- 


ples but must always be ready to 
be flexible over tactics. For exam- 


be flexible over tactics. For exam- 
ple, a Christian may want to limit 
access to abortion but realising 
that the current parliament is not 
ready for such legislation may 
prefer to press for an extension 
of adoption rights to ensure full 


Christ and served their parties 
and the country with distinction. 

One mi gh t as well say thar no 
true Christen could survive in the 
City of London or in the board- 
room of a major company 
because difficult deckkms have to 
be made in grey areas at the lim- 
its of what is legally possible. If a 
person Is a Christian they will 
take that faith with them into all 
areas of their life, it will govern 
their attitudes, inform their 
thought and motivate their 
actions. ; 

Our cultbrer has been formed 
out of the contribution of many 
such people. There will be many 
reasons why a person is drawn to 
a political party but to assume 


the contrary, that must be its 
mise-en-sdbne. Tony Blair, Ann 
WIddecombe and ah the rest of 
us will mix success with failure, 
but we must keep the ideal before 
us and know that the essence of 
repentance and forgiveness is 
that we may go on and on with 
the cycle and so progress is made. 
Otherwise we may as well give up 
and then it is not only the polit- 
ical outlook that wul be truly 
without hope. 

The Rev Ben Hopkinson 

Stainton, Middlesbrough 


Sin On 9 April, 51 years ago, 
young Dietrich Bonhoeffer was 
hanged in a Nazi concentration 
camp. For Bonhoeffer, Christian 


Sin In view of the panic over 
BSE. wbat surprises me is that 
more people are not made unwell 
through the consumption of beef 
and its by-products. 

A number of years ago Z 
worked in various capacities for 
a meat packer who supplied a 
major retailer of frozen foods. 

Working conditions could be 
charitably described as ghastly, 
but I recall the following inci- 
dents with particular affection: 

1) A butcher chopped his fin- 
ger off while cutting meat The 
“slab” was wiped down with a 
damp doth, while the missing 
digit was located amongst the 
joints and popped in a brown tag 
to accompany the butcher to the 


packed immediately for distri 
bution. 

3) Overalls were changed on] 
weekly basis, but after one da 
were coated with grease an 
meat and smelt awful The on 
exception was the day the mar- 
agrng director of our mam Cf-t 
tomer visited the factory, wtpr 


Go 


a 




clean overalls were given chi 
the morning and had to; 


carerfor babies earned to fhB-Xtb^ 1 peusditpf faith should not theologian conspiring to murder local hospital. 


term. . 

Today's political .landscape 
requires more Christian inyotye- r 
ment and I hope that believers 
would bring a sense of honesty 
and probity that Westminster is 
accused of lacking. Parliament as 
a whole would benefit if Mem- 
bers attacked each other less and 
focused on policy. All evidence 
suggests the public would appre- 
ciate this as well. Tony Blair 
could make a start by being a lit- 
tle bit more generous to other 
Christians who have been led by 
the Holy Spirit into other parties. 

Tim Montgomerie 
D irector of Fellowship 
Conservative Christian 
Fellowship 
London, N2 


take that faith into account in the 
process or Shat he should ~be 
silent about his underlying moti- 
vations is a‘ nonsense. 

Stuart Mustqw 
Sutton Coldfield, 
West Midlands 


Sir. So no true Christian would 
survive in politics (8 April). So 
much for the many members of 
the Lords and Commons who 
have been sincere followers of 


Sir: “What is truth? said jesting 
Pilate; and would not stay for an 
answer.” (Bacon: Of Truth). You 
are probably right to say (leading 
article, 8 April) that Tbny Blair is 
taking a risk in playing the Chris- 
tian card (if that is what he has 
done) but to say that “no true 
Christian, one who actually lived 
a life of love and self sacrifice, 
would survive in politics” is not 
only gloomy but also muddled 
thinkmg. 

What is a true Christian? You 
seem to be proposing a definition 
and then saying that this cannot 
be attempted in the hurly-burly of 
life. 

Many of us would say that, on 


the head ofthe German state, the 
question of political involvement 
leading to “muddied hands and 
moral ambiguity” (leading article, 
8 April) was deeply relevant 
The ultimate question for a 
responsible person to ask is not 
how he is to extricate himself 
heroically from the affair, but 
how the coming generation is to 
live. It is only from this question, 
with its responsibility towards 
history, that fruitful solutions 
can come, even if for the time 
being they are very humiliating 
(After Ten Ytan, 1942). 

The point is not that political 
murder is ever justified outside 
the most extreme boundary situ- 
ation, but that what constitutes “a 
true Christian, one who actually 
livejs] a life of love and self-sac- 
rifice” is more complicated than 
the theology of your leading arti- 
cle allows. 

The Rev Douglas Dettmer 
Exeter, Devon 


2) Mince was processed and 
packed in different sections of 
the factory; the only route 
from one to the other was 


from one to the other was 
along the public highway. A 
“dolly” containing six trays of 
mince, each weighing about 
251bs, toppled over in She road 
and was scraped up and 


the morning and had to W • 
returned after the visit I ' 

4) The “dollies" contains 

mince and minced meat forpt . - ^ 
food were not labelled on fra? • 
occasion and a guess made p » 
which was which. J [■ 

5) Meat “oo the turn” wasraf-fig^ 
finely chosen for export iop?r-,x&* 
many on tfae basis that if it yas 

off. we could blame the hauias. • ■ « 
If the meal had “turned”, jt*as '*& 
sponged -with a detergent pUs-' * 
guise the smell. /../> w " -J|. 

Come to think of it, ai here 
have been few BSE cases inset- re- 
many, perhaps the detefant &>- 
the antidote! f .- '.-u 

I M Davies ones tM 
LbcesTer ® 


High price of 
techno-farming 


Food from thef ! 
global greenhmseffr 


Not the last night train to Milan 


Sir John Mills (letter, 5 April) 
can still go to Italy in style. There 
are now two equivalents of the 
old night train to Milan. Leave 
Witerioo at 5.15pm, cross to 
Paris and dine there. Arrive at 
S.45am. Or leave Waterloo at 
227pm, change in Brussels, and 
arrive at 7.10am (the sleepers go 
on to Venice at weekends). 

Any branch of Thomas Cook 


sells the timetable: any large 
British railway station sells the 
tickets and books the berths. The 
problem has been that most 
travel agents don't book on 
trains, bat things are better now 
that Eurotunnel and British Rail 
International accept credit card 
bookings. 

Ben Haines 

London SE4 


Progress at 
Holloway prison 


Sir: Following your article of 2 


April concerning Holloway and 
the Board of Visitors’ report, I 
would like to set the record 
straighL 

The prisoner who attended 
court in her night clothes did so 
after refusing to wear her own 
clothes, which were available to 
her, even after attempts by staff 
to persuade her to do so. 

We have acknowledged that 
Holloway has faced considerable 
difficulties and we have also 
made it clear that action has 


No offence, existentially speaking 


Sin The costly side-effects of 
agrotechnical fanning and the 
adulteration of our food go even 
deeper than yonr coverage 
acknowledges (“Can British 
farming go green?", 9 April). 

The new technofix, genetic 
engineering, will soon be obliging 
us to buy soya bean and cooking 
oils which have been genetically 
modified for herbicide resistance. 
In all probability, these genes 
have already escaped from freely 
pollinating crops such as oilseed 
rape into their wild relatives 
growing in the hedgerows. This 
same resistance will also be trans- 
ferred into related weed varieties, 
which will render the original her- 
bicides useless. 

Meanwhile, “conventional” 
herbicides are leaving fields of 
maize stubble denuded of pro- 
tective ground cover throughout 
the winter months and sluicing 
huge amounts of herbicide-laced 
topsoil into our rivers. These 
same chemicals then enter our 
drinking-water supplies 


Sin The articles in part Jhree of 
“Our scorched earth” ;fl April)- f 
take a very one-sided Viw of the 
role of carbon dioxide iri tie atmos* . 
phere. There is no mention that 
carbon dioxide is, with vater, the 
main food of green plans* and that - 
increasing the concenration erf 
carbon dioxide in (hear increases - 
the rate of growth of pants. 

There is no mentior also of the 
fact that raising temperature in f. 
general increases rate of growth. .J.;. 
So, although a rise o' sea level, if • 

it takes place, would Bke land out ; 
of cultivation, the productivity of ■ 
the remainder shouldbe increased. 

_ Instead of regarding carbon \ 
dioxide as a poisoa it would be - 
more sensible to by to ascertain: ' 
wbat. is its optimum concentra- 1 i-j 
tion in the air. Hare we any rea*- 
son to think tha the present 
level is ideal? Is it not possible ■ 9 
that an equilibrium could be ' 
struck at a higher level with mort 
production of carbon dioxide ; 
being balanced by higher extrao-. -- 



Mid Devon Green ftrty Dr RogerJAmes 

Tiverton, Devon Southsea, Hampshire 


A most extraordinary cose is going 
X"Von in the High Court in which 


a motorist is being prosecuted for 
more than 1,000 parking offences. 
Here is an extract from yesterday’s 
proceedings . 



Counsel: Can you tell us what your 
name is? 

Defendant: Yes, I can. 

Counsel: Then please do so. 
Defendant: My name is Sidney 
Delba, I am 46 years old, I work as 
a chartered accountant, I am mar- 
ried with two children, I like coun- 
try and western music, and I am not 
ashamed of it ... 

Judge: Thank you, Mr Delba. Please 
confine yourself to answering the 


1 i 


MILES KINGTON 


was that he asked if I was able to 
tell him. “Can you tell us ... ?" he 


asked. “Yes, I can,” I said. Having 
told him of my ability to do so, I 
thought my answer had come to an 
end. Bearing in mind your lord- 
ship’s advice ... 

Judge: Listen to me, you tittle 
whelp. There are many people like 
you who have sought to make fun 
of British justice. And it is very easy. 
We wear ridiculous clothes, we 
wear laughable wigs and we talk in 
a kind of English that has never 
been heard in the street We know 
all that. We make fun of it oar- 
selves. So when someone like you 
comes along and does the same, we 
are not impressed. Are you with 
me. chuck? 

Defendant: Yes, my lord. 

Counsel: Now, can you tell us what 


question. That is all you need to do 
in a British court of law. 


in a British court of law. 
Defendant: Thank you, ray lord. 
Counsel: Now, Mr Delba, can you 
tell us wbat happened on the after- 
noon of 16 July 1995? 

Defendant: Yes, I can. 

{.4 long pause] 

Judge: Well, will you therefore do 
so? 

Defendant: Do so what, my lord? 
Judge: Tfell us what happened on the 
afternoon of 16 July 1995? 
Defendant: Of course, my lord. I 
did not know that learned counsel 
wanted me to tell you. All 1 knew 


Defendant: Yes - 1 parked my car 
in Kensington High Street in 
London. 

Counsel: And when did you return 
to pick it up? The same day? 
Defendant No. 

Counsel: When, then? 

Defendant: I returned to pick it op 
two years later. 

Counsel: Was it still there? 
Defendant: In essence, yes. 
Counsel: Could you explain to the 
court what you mean by in essence? 
Defendant: I mean it in the Sartrean 
sense. 

Counsel: Could explain to the court 
what the Sartrean sense of essence 
is? 

Defendant: No. 

Judge: Why not, Mr Delba? 
Defendant: My lord, Jean-Paul 
Sartre wrote several long books try- 


ing to explain the same thing, such 
as his seminal work Being and Noth- 


happened on the afternoon of 16 
Juty 1995? 


as his seminal work Being and Noth- 
ingness , and failed to clear it up, so 
/hardly feel that in a couple of min- 
utes here I shall achieve what Sartre 
failed to do in his lifetime. 

Judge: Then why did you invoke the 
Frogs' philosopher in the first 
place? 

Defendant: Because, my lord, when 
I saw the condition of my car after 
two years, when I saw what the rain 
and the weather had done to it, and 


the vandals of London W8, and the with the problems. E 
aphids descending from the lime have been brought in ti 

trees above, I suddenly felt for the the regime and inert 

time what Sartre meant by Beyond ciency, new pest control and 
Nothingness. My car existed, yes, but cleaning programmes are under 
its car qualities, its essential cam ess, way and much progress is being 
had gone. made. 

Judge: I don’t know what you’re Richard Tilt 

talking about Director General 

Defendant: This is quite a common HM Prison Service 

initial reaction to existential think- London SW1 

ing, my lord. 

Counsel: So, to sum up, you left your 

car for two years in a parking place UpSlGG dOWlt 
in Kensington and then, when you 

came to collect it, left it there? map -reading 

Defendant: Yes. 

Counsel: Did you not end up owing Sir. Your report (6 Api 

hundreds of pounds in parking first of a series of Ordn 

fines? vey maps designed fc 

Defendant: No. I had parked in a explains that it was ma 

Disabled Only parking space. ble by the “sophistical 

Judge: Ah! And are you, in fact computer mapping ted 

disabled? While applauding this 

Defendant In essence, yes. had hoped that OSwou 

Judge: In what sense? . have employed such 

Defendant: In a Heideggerian sense, repeat on the back of tl 

my lord. the same area but with 

Judge: Lord save us. Let us adjourn legend so that south is a 

the court for an hour while j get It would make driving d 

some fresh air and read some PG Scotland and up to Han 

Wodehouse to regain my sanity. much easier without st< 


been and is being taken to deal 

S&CmSUS Poles were Holocaust victims too 

the regime and increase effi- Sir. Anyone without a detailed countries 
cienty, new pest control and knowledge of the history of the thenSn be 
cleaning programmes are under Second World Whr, on reading to be 

— your editorial (8 April) wouJdgam 

tbeimpressioot^t the Poles irere Nm“ 
second only to the Nazis in their 
determination to destroy the Jew- never put to Thattea 

sssztt&ssSSrl 

ffssSSgwaqf 

Anti-Semitism undoubtedly defamationofamiira repUgnailf 
odstejlmBo^dbeforethewHr! toSSg# “f 

but it was also by no means s uorJ 

unknown in other European Melrose. 


More of this fascinating case 

tomorrow. 



Sir. Your report (6 April) on the 
first of a series of Ordnance Sur- 
vey maps designed for cyclists 
explains that it was made possi- 
ble by the “sophistication of Its 
computer mapping techniques”. 
While applauding this venture I 
had hoped that OS would by now 
have employed such skills to 
repeat on file back of their maps 
the same area but with reversed 
legend so that south is at the top. 
It would make driving down from 
Scotland and up to Hampshire so 
much easier without standing on 
one’s bead in the car trying to 
transpose left and right 

Robert Vincent 
Andover, Hampshire 
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Oil? 


Motor mouth 


Sir Once again (Letters, 6 April) 
a representative of the AA has 
b een given the opportunity of 
pronounring on transport policy. 
There is a widespread miscon- 
ception that the views of the AA 


reflect those of its xnemb 
who, m fact have no mean: 
facing itspronounceme 
The AA should stick to its pro 
nmetion of helping motorist 
trouble. j 


sup 


John i 

Westcliff-on-Sea, E 


aQ 4 include a daytime Lelepho 
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comment 


Barristers: a law unto themselves 


fighting to preserve its courtroom monopoly, the Bar stands firmly in the way of needed reforms 

- - hand il wer to some 

M-vS Jf to" ~ soHates versus barristers. 


Mkaow, unnamed and unseen bar- 
wer, who^s to start at the very begin- 
n^g- The CPS spends £70m a year on 
employing pnvate barristers. CPS 
lawyers cannot even tnm up in court to 

t r ^ < ^j TOfor ^P ra ^ tkxiwbe ^ 

Director-General of RairTradm^thev ^ pleading guilty, 

are seeking to put an 'end to tht fc? a J ughiy ““P 1 ** 

employed'' Kri.SSd SkL^£ S5TSS."-.“?*l-»Wl« 


vival, while sdidtore see themselves as 
a David figttin$a Goliath of restrictive 
practos. Tbs tone, at least, right is on 
the side of the solicitors. Backed by tht 



have equal rights of audience. 

. Examples of current practice: a spe- 
oahst solicitor beavering away in the 
fire regulations department devotes his 
wholehfe to prosecuting restaurants 
andomros. A boring job. perhaps, but 
ne knows his onions like no one else. 


he is dumbfounded when told that his 
own lawyers cannot take the case to 
coort. An outside barrister will have 
to be briefed and the company may 
not even know which barrister will be 
available on the day. 

However, the Bar Council is fight- 
ing to hold on to thh mor 


r? ffag-i > £-.*£§5 who probably knows next to 

V -* 1 >' about fire regulations. He is 



)R • 

p. thu meat trade 


unlike^ even to speak to the barrister 
who takes over. Even if he does, there 
a 50-50 chance that some other bar- 
ter wili turn up in court on the day. 
If the fete of the fire regulator does 
not impress, look at the Crown Prose- 
cution Service, which is the main bone 
of contention, as it employs 650 banis- 
ters and 1,750 solicitors, none of whom 
can appear in any higher court A CPS 
lawyer, possibly herself a barrister, 
makes the crucial decision to prosecute, 
draws up the brief, selects witnesses and 
shapes the case. But if h goes to jury. 


filibustering and heel-dragging tech- 
niques, it has caused six years to pa« 
since Parliament voted for reform of 
this archaic system. In 1990, Parliament 
wisely passed the Courts and Legal 
Services Act to find “new and better 
ways” of providing legal services, which 
included letting more solicitors appear 
in court. A committee was set up to 
advise and, although much delayed by 
barristers’ rearguard action, finally 
reported last autumn. (It was split 
down the middle until the rhainnnn 1 
a judge and therefore a barrister, 
threw his casting vote with the barris- 
ters, to the fury of the solicitors.) 

Since then, the four senior judges 


POLLY TOYNBEE 


Why do barristers 
feel the need for 
special protection? 


and the Lord Chancellor have been 
deliberating (very slowly). Each one of 
them has a veto on reform, so it will 
Lake just one to refuse for it to falL 
Last week, the Independent revealed 
that Lord Thylor, the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice, is strongly defending barristers* 
exclusive rights. That means the judges 
will probably overrule Parliament's 
dear intent to widen rights of audi- 
ence. “Their blocking of the wifi of 
Parliament to make this reform is lit- 
tle short of a public scandal," says Wal- 
ter Merricks of the Law Society. 

The former chairman of the Bar, 


mg restrictive practices?” He talked 
loftily of the need for checks and bal- 
ances in a democratic society, while I 
tried to put aside baser thoughts of 
banisters* cheques and bank balances. 

"The citizen needs protection 
against the over-mighty state,” he 
said. “The more serious cases need an 
independent mind as a safeguard 
against abuse.** It is, he sard, a mat- 
ter of independence and integrity. I 
tried not to think of the integrity of 
Lhe independent barristers* minds 
who prosecuted the Guildford Four 
and Judith Ward or who argued in 
court that the Matrix Churchill defen- 
dants had no right of access to crucial 
government documents. 

In reality, all barristers and solicitors 
are employed, whether by the day on 
the taxi rank, or by annual salary. Their 
independence of mind resides within 
their own integrity. As David Pannick 
QC has written, there are plenty of 
employed lawyers who spend their time 
lemng their employers unwelcome legal 
truths, while some other “indepen- 
dent” barristers may earn their money 
telling clients what they want to hear.' 

I am not a conspiracy theorist, but 
the conspiracy of tbe Bar is in the very 
air of government, an instinctive 
breathing together of the fraternity in 
high places. Who would gain most by 
letting employed lawyers into court? 


Peter Goldsmith QC as you would 
expect, makes a fine fist of defending The Treasury would save millions in all 
barristers. “Though I suppose,” he government departments that employ 
said a trifle wearily, “you may be lawyers. But where is the voice of tbe 
minded to accuse the Bar of defend- Chancellor, Kenneth Darke QC? 


The Home Office has a keen interest, 
but the voice of Michael Howard QC 
is also silent. Tbe Attorney General, 
as head of the CPS, should be keenly 
interested. He has said not a word, but 
then he is also ex-officio Leader of the 
Bar. Even the Solicitor-General is a 
banister, again strangely silent Every 
permanent secretary of the Lord 
ChanceDor's Department has always 
been a lawyer. Barbara Mills QC, the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, who 
stands to gam most in her budget, is 
a barrister and hardly conspicuous for 
her public protest in this matter. 

In tbe Commons there are 29 solic- 
itors overpowered by 54 banisters. If 
we had a tradition that all health min- 
isters should be doctors, would we ever 
have had any NHS reform unfavour- 
able to doctors? 

This is a modest reform, designed 
to make run of the mill cases faster 
and cheaper. The brightest and best 
specialist freelance advocates, the 
Carmans. Lesters, Mansells, Kennedys 
and Scriveners, wifi always be in hot 
demand. But why can the market not 
be left to operate freely? Why do bar- 
risters feel the need for special pro- 
tection, dettying clients the rigbt to 
choose who shall represent them, in 
which courts and at what price? 

The judges will have to pronounce 
soon. They look as if they wifi vote to 
protea their own. If so, will an incom- 
ing Labour prime minister, married to 
a QC, promise to break the iron grip 
of the Bar? 
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Giving nature a helping hand? It would be folly to require all farms to convert to organic systems of production 


Photograph: Robert BrootyErwironrnerrtal Picture Library 
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y’s Independent asked 
_ whether a radical attempt to 
redefine the label attached to British 
agriculture as the “safest and the 
' greenest” is the only way to ensure 
the competitiveness of our agricul- 
tural industry. In tbe present climate 
following the BSE scare many peo- 
ple are asking a similar question. The 
answer, at least in part, is almost cer- 
tainly yes, but this does not mean that 
all of Britain’s farms should tomor- 
row switch to organic production. 

The issue should not be polarised. 
It is not simply a question of whether 
to change fanning techniques or 
whether organic fanning alone is the 
answer to the industry’s problems. 
Rather, supplying food of the qual- 
ity and at the price that consumers 
demand is paramount. Organic food 
-production undoubtedly plays a part 
^ut it represents only a part of a 
diverse and changing mdustry. 

There is not, and never will be, one 
national label for all British agricul- 
tural produce. In fact one of the 
greatest assets of the British agricul- 
tural industry is the very diversity 
that exists within it- Consumers are 
looking fbr value for money when they 
buy food but value for money for one 
consumer may mean something com- 
pletely different to another. 

Dearly, the consumer wants looa 
that is safe at a reasonable price but 
after that simple tenet is established, 
consumer responses become more 
complex and varied and at times con- 
' tradictory. Consumers* demands m 
relation to such facets as colour, shape 
and refrigerator life often rest uneasily 
alongside the marketing of organic 
produce, where the shape and size 


may not conform to their exacting 
standards. In surveys many consumers 
cite their preference for extensively 
farmed produce over intensively 
formed. Yet over the last lOyears it is 
the consumption of poultry, which 
tends to be more intensively pro- 
duced, which has increased by more 
than 30 per cent in the UK during a 
period when total meat consumption 
has declined. 

Although a certain greening of UK 
consumer tastes over the 1990s is 
detectable, the extent to which this has 
swept over the entire population is 
questionable. Organic produce is only 
a small niche market British formers 
should be encouraged to fill this mar- 

Supplying food of the 
quality and at the 
price consumers 
demand is paramount 

ket but fhts an entirety different propo- 
sition from switching aU UK agricul- 
ture to organic production. 

Surveys highlight the importance 
consumers attribute to convenience, 
ease of parking and the time, needed 
to prepare food. Organic food is well 
down the list of priorities; so much 
so that Marks & Spencer, for exam- 
ple, no longer stocks organic prod- 
ucts because of weak consumer 
demand. 

Mach of UK agriculture, while not 
actually organic, is already produced 
using very extensive forming meth- 


ods. This includes the traditionally 
formed large upland areas, UK farm- 
ers have also responded in their 
uptake of environmental schemes 
and the UK has been at the forefront 
in Europe in developing environ- 
mentally sensitive areas where form- 
ers adjust their production tech- 
niques to enhance the environment 

The UK has been tbe in the fore- 
front of introducing animal welfare 
legislation in the EU - it is banning 
stalls and tethers in the pig industry 
ahead of other EU countries. It wifi be 
interesting to see whether the UK con- 
sumer will choose British bacon over 
Danish bacon because of the UKs ani- 
mal welfare legislation -to date all the 
evidence suggests that it is relative 
prices and intrinsic quality that wifi 
determine UK market share. 

There is a danger that switching to 
the production of strictly organic food 
in the narrowest sense would not just 
damage the UK’s share of the food 
market but place this country’s form 
produce outside the income range of 
tbe poorer sections of oar society. 
While a small number of consumers 
are willing to pay a premium for 
organically produced products - thus 
enabling organic formers to remain in 
business - it seems inconceivable that 
all consumers would be willing to pay 
this same premium. On average, UK 
consumers spend around 11 per cent 
of total consumer expenditure on 
household food but fbr poorer sections 
of society, particularly pensioners and 
unemployed, this proportion is a lot 
higher. 

What then would be the risks to the 
British agricultural industry of a rad- 
ical shift to widespread organic pro- 


duction? First the quantity produced 
would foil significantly. Fbr example 
organic cereal yields are some 35 per 
cent lower than conventional ones - 
shifting UK agriculture to organic 
production would drastically reduce 
the production of home-grown food 
and as a consequence considerably 
worsen the food trade deficit. 

Indeed bow would British farmers 
compete with fanners from other 
countries, both on world export mar- 
kets and within our own market? 
Fanners are being continually 
encouraged to become more com- 
petitive and the protection tradi- 
tionally afforded them is slowly being 
removed. If British agriculture 

The UK has been at 
the forefront of the 
move to environmental 
thinking 


becomes organic it will only survive 
against this competition, if it can truly 
differentiate its product from that 
produced elsewhere and then charge 
a premium price for it. This may be 
achieved in some segments of the 
market but would be all but impossi- 
ble across the board. 

It is also doubtful that such a rad- 
ical change would be sustainable at a 
national level. Organic production 
relies on the use of organic fertilisers 
or animal waste. If inorganic fertilis- 
ers were not used, there would be a 
large increase in the demand for 


organic ones. But without a huge 
increase in the population of form 
animals, for which there would be no 
conceivable consumer demand, the 
supply of animal manure simply does 
not exist. The soil would be slowly 
depleted. 

Which direction then should British 
agriculture take? We have highlighted 
the move to incorporate environ- 
mental thinking and animal welfare 
standards into agricultural policy mak- 
ing in recent years, a move in which 
the UK has been very much to the 
forefront 

Flora the UK former’s perspective 
it is important that tbe changes he is 
encouraged to undertake are endorsed 
by consumer behaviour. This means 
that consumers activety choose UK pig 
meat ahead of pig meat produced 
from systems banned in tbe UK and 
that our grazing livestock systems, 
which are already the most extensive 
in the EU, are favoured tty tbe con- 
suming public. 

In simple terms, any changes to the 
UK’s forming practices must be mar- 
ket-led. To date, while there is a niche 
for organically produced food with a 
price premium, UK farmers wifi quite 
happily endeavour to meet that 
demand. But it would be folly, how- 
ever, if all or even the generality of the 
UK’s farmers were forced to switch 
entirelyovertooiganicsystenisofpio> 
duction-thai would not just place UK 
formers in an uncompetitive position 
but require them to produce a prod- 
uct for which there was no wide- 
spread demand. 

The writers are economists with the 
National farmers’ Union. 


Hey, he’s OK, 
he’s one of us 

Tony Blair, not BSE, is now the 
most popular British subject for US 
chat shows, writes John Carlin 






Gome on supermarkets, give us those spotty apples 
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oing through the revolving doors 
VJof the supermarkets I am suck‘d 
v mo a weird world of plastic-wrapp®^ 
{lossy-packed food products that 
eem to have no origin. The mer- 
Aandise is simply there, on shelves. 

• fhe shelves are supplied from store- 
. ooms hidden behind plastic ha P" 
mg doors. Beyond that ... nothing- 
a That was before the BSE tow began. 
'Jaw I am a little wiser. Now I have 
amt what some fanners were feea- 
ag their livestock, and what goes on 
aside an abattoir. Now I have lean™ 
hat boiled animal bones were used for 
ttditines, sweets, Easter eggs and 
.Take-up; tha f tomato paste is made 


Organic food is too hard to find, says Jeanette Longfield 


with genetically modified organisms; 
tha t antibiotics are used routinely in 
animal feed to promote growth. 

I want to do something to make 
sure my food is produced humanely, 
without damaging the environment, 
with no unnecessary additives or 
bizarre ingredients or hi-tech 
processes, and that ic is fresh, safe and 
nutritions. I wander. with relief, over 
to the organic food section. Only to 
find that I need to take out a mart- 



varieties, and that one of those looks 
rather, well, sad. 

Fve heard about medal schemes 
where the local Organic former dehv- 
exs boxes of fresh goodies to yoor door 
each week. I've also heard that, at cer- 
tain times of the year, all you get is 
spuds and cabbage, and I*m not sure 
I Eke bubble ana squeak that much. 
I could grow my own I suppose. The 
s a tisfac tion erf growing your own broc- 
coE, cutting the florets in the garden 
to pot st raight into a not of boiling 


waerintfae 


into a pot of boiling 
Cheap, fresh and 


organic. But then I’ve got cats, and 
doesn’t what cats do in the garden do 
unspeakably toxic things to your veg? 

So is it back to the plastic, conven- 
tional world of agro-cbemically pro- 
duced, ecospbere-damaging, cruel 
Frankenfoods? 

Not for me. Never mind that 
organic meat costs more. I’ll just buy 
less of it Nevermind that organic fruit 
and veg looks a bit odd. IU get used 
to it and, anyway, it’s tasty. Ill join one 
of those organic delivery schemes - 
I’m sure Delia has lots of wonderful 


recipes for cabbage, and I'm going to 
put those broccoli seeds in this week- 
end. And just for good measure. HI 
be sending nw cheque to a charity 
campaigning for action. 

In the meantime, I shall march 
through those supermarket revolving 
doors and ask to see the manager. I 
want food with character, flavour and 
a known pedigree - 1 want food I can 
trust Perhaps, as I walk out, HI say; “I 
shall shop elsewhere.” 

The Miter is coordinator of the National 
Food Alliance, anumbreUa body for vol- 
untary organisations and charities, but 
is writing in a personal capacity. 






T ony BJair, who begins a 
three-day visit to tbe 
United States today, bas timed 
his visit to perfection. American 
interest in Britain seldom 
ranges beyond Emma Thomp- 
son and the Royal Family, but 
the ins and outs of the Mad 
Cow drama have seized the 
national imagination to such a 
degree that people have actu- 
ally started to take something 
resembling a glimmer of inter- 
est in British politics. 

Tbe late night TV talk 
shows, faithful measures of the 
lowest common denominator 
of American popular wisdom, 
have been tapping a rich vein 
in Mad Cow jokes. Yesterday, 
a dentist from Syracuse, New 
York State, foxed six delirious 
pages on cannibalism among 
cows to the Independent office 
in Washington. The man on foe 
Arlington omnibus has. it 
seems, gone beyond specula- 
tion on the science of bovine 
dementia and is beginning to 
wonder what the political fall- 
out in Britain will be, whether 
the days of John Major (sud- 
denly almost as famous as 
Hugh Grant) might be 
numbered. 

Enter Tony Blair, hitherto an 
object of curiosity among Vtash- 
ington insiders, who besides 
meeting with Boutros Boutros 
Ghali, breakfasting with Henry 
Kissinger and chatting with 
President Ointon, wifi be mak- 
ing his face known in half the 
households in the country when 
he appears on Thursday on 
ABC's Good Moming America. 
(No prizes for guessing the 
issue that will dominate the 
interviewers’ agenda.) 

The last time a Labour 
leader made an official visit to 
the US was in July 1990. Neil 
Kinnock told reporters be felt 
10 foot tall” after a youngster 
had recognised him on a Man- 
hattan street He felt even bet- 
ter after President Bush talked 
to him politely and at length - 
President Reagan had given 
him a frosty 20 minutes in 1987 
-and the American press wrote 
that he was a nice fellow who 
just might make it to Downing 
Street 

A cover story on Mr Blair in 
the New Yorker in February was 
headlined simply “The Next 
Prime Minister". Interviews 
published in the last week in the 
New York Tunes , the Washing- 
ton Post and the Wall Street 
Journal have drawn approving 
attention to Mr Blair's “mod- 
eration”. He is not a wild-eyed 
radical tike some of his cloth- 
capped Labour forebears, the 
sub-text went, he is not suspi- 
inko: he talks our Jan- 
’s one of us. 


riousJypinj 
guage, he’s 


Furthermore, in a country 
where tbe greatest insult is to 
be called a “loser”, Mr Blair has 
the air of a man who wifi flat- 
ten John Major at the next 
election. 

It is in \tashington. of 
course, that be will come under 
the closest scrutiny. His first 
engagement in the capital wifi 
be a cocktail party on Thursday 
evening at the home of Sidney 
Blumenthal, the author of the 
New Yorker's flattering Febru- 
axy profile. Among the guests 
wfl) be senior members of the 
Clinton Administration and 
eminences of the Washington 
press corps. 

Mr Blumenthal said there 
was “tremendous” interest in 


Interviews have 
drawn approving 
attention to Mr 
Blair’s ‘moderation’ 


Mr Blair - primarily becanse of 
the perception that Mr Blair is 
a sort of Son of Clinton, or per- 
haps rather Clinton’s smart 
younger cousin, and because of 
the analogies between the New 
Democrats and new Labour. 

“This is a story of somebody 
who takes control of a political 
party and tries to remake it in 
his own image,” Mr Bhiznen- 
thal said. “Clinton tried to do 
it first so people are very inter- 
ested to see how Blair is going 
about it.” 

When the two men meet in 
the White House on Friday 
morning they are likely, against 
the backdrop of their looming 
election battles against conser- 
vative opponents, to exchange 
ideas on how to market a pro- 
gressive agenda at a time when 
people are increasingly suspi- 
cious of “big government”. 

Shared political challenges, 
similarity of styles and a com- 
mon distaste for John Major - 
the President has not forgotten 
the Conservative Party’s unsav- 
oury support of George Bush in 
the 1992 election - should 
make for good chemistry. 

“While Clinton's relation- 
ship with Major has smoothed 
out a bit after a rough begin- 
ning,’' Mr Blumenthal said, “the 
potential is there in 1997 for a 
President Clinton and a Prime 
Minister Blair to enjoy the land 
of dose, mutually supportive 
relationship we saw in Reagan 
and Thatcher, a relationship 
which - if Blair restores Bri- 
tain's position in Europe - 
could only boost Britain’s inter- 
national influence.” 
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Ben Johnson 


Some Hollywood actors are so 
naturally saddle-happy that it’s 
odd to see them wearing a suit. 
Ben Johnson was pre-eminent 
among these; he had been a 
cowboy and all but a few of his 
films were westerns. One that 
wasn’t was The Last Picture 
Show (1971), in which he was 
Sam the lion, who ran the 
town's movie house, its pool 
ball, garage and caffi. It was a 
tank town deep in the heart of 
Texas in the early 1950s. ironi- 
cally enough allowing Johnson 
to wear the cowboy duds of that 
era. He brought to the role his 
customary understated benev- 
olence, a quality needed as he 
advised the young bloods - Jeff 
Bridges, Timothy Bottoms - on 
that prime concern of all movie 
youth, sex. 

Johnson had originally 
turned down the role because 
the youths and their girls were 
seen naked from time to time, 
but was talked into it by John 
Ford, who owed a favour or two 
to its director, Peter Bog- 
danovich (who had made a 
documentary and written a 
book about Ford about him). 
The performance brought 
Johnson the years Oscar for 
Best Supporting Actor. 

Ford was Johnson's mentor, 
and as in the cose of John 
Wbyne (with whom Johnson ap- 


peared in a handful of dyne’s 
last films) he plucked him from 
doubling and stunt work to 
make him an actor. He had 
practically grown up on horse- 
back, and had arrived in movies 
as a wrangler on Howard 
Hughes’s The Outlaw (1943). In 
1948 Ford made him one of the 
patrolmen in the fifth film ver- 
sion (Ford had also directed one 
in 1919) of Three Godfathers. He 
played soldiers in two of Ford’s 
cavalry trilogy. She Wore a Yel- 
low Ribbon (1949) and Rio 
Grande (1950). but more im- 
portantly he played the lead for 
him in Wagonmaster (1950), 
the man in charge of the Mor- 
mon wagon train heading west- 
ward to found a settlement on 
the Utah -Arizona border. 

The best that might be said 
of this performance is that he 
resembled George O'Brien, the 
hero of Ford's silent westerns. 
Johnson was not natural star 
material as he had already 
proved in Mighty Joe Young 
( 1 949). Ernest B. Schoedsack's 
jokey re -vamp of his own and 
Merian Cooper's King Kong. He 
settled into supporting roles, 
such as the member of the 
Rykergang causing all the trou- 
ble for Alan Ladd and the 
homesteaders in Shane (1953). 
Johnson was equally adept at 
being honest or evil, and as the 


years passed became a weight- 
ier actor, notably good in Bran- 
do’s Freudian western One-eyed 
Jacks (1961), as one of a cou- 
ple of bandits whose relation- 
ship seems more intimate than 
a mere partnership. 

Johnson was tost, playing a 
trooper again for Ford, in that 
director’s penultimate, afl-oame 
disaster, Cheyenne Autumn 
(1964), but he did sohd work for 
the two directors - above afi oth- 
ers - who had inherited Ford’s 
mantle, Tom Gries with Will 
Penny (1968) and Sam Peckin- 


and The Wild Bunch (1969). In 
the first of these he was the 
rancher who gives a winter job 
to the grizzled veteran Chariton 
Heston, while in Peckinpah's 
two films he was, respectively, 
one of Heston's sergeants and 
a dastardly member of Robert 
Ryan’s gang. 

He was. gratifyingty, as con- 
stant a member of Peckinpah's 
stock company as Wkrren 
Oates, and Peckinpah made 
him one of his most devious vil- 
lains in The Getaway (1972), as 
the member of the parole board 
who springs Steve McQueen 
from jail, arranges for him to 
lead a heist and then double- 
crosses him all down the line. 
He was again excellent as an ex- 
perienced rodeo promoter in 


Peckinpah’s Junior Bonner 
(1972), also with McQueen. 
He was the meanest of sheriffs 
in James Fraw ley’s under-rated 
comic western Kid Blue (1973) 
and outstanding in John Mflius’s 
Dillinger (1973), as Melvin 
Purvis, the FBI man who hunt- 
ed down DiUinger, who was 
Warren Oates. 

He was the officer in charge 
of the operation to recapture 
William Atherton, and Goldie 
Hawn, in The Sugeriand Express 
(1974), but not at his best as the 
murdered girl’s angry father in 
Robert Aldrich's Hustle (1975); 
but then Aldrich never was a di- 
rector to restrain actors. As Hol- 
lywood lost interest in the 
western, Johnson’s credits be- 
came less interesting; and he 
continued to work, still mainly 
in the saddle, in television. In 
19S5 he established the Ben 
Johnson Celebrity Rodeo at 
the Lazy E Arena in Guthrie, 
Oklahoma, to raise money for 
the Children’s Medical Re- 
search Inc, and he later en- 
dowed the Ben Johnson 
Research Chair in Pediatric 
Cancer Research at the 
University of Oklahoma. 


David Shipman 


Ben Johnson, actor: bom Paw- 
ftuska , Oklahoma 20 June 1920: 
died Mesa, Arizona 8 April 1996. 



Johnson, as the leader of a Mormon wagon train, with Joanne Dm In Wagonmastar, 


Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


earlier, a teenage Morrissey 
developed a similar unhealthy 
fascination with the New York 
Dolls, another proof that fan- 
dom sometimes pays creative 
dividends). 

In 1979, following in the 
footsteps of the Germs, the 
Dead Kennedys and the Dick- 
ies, Pierce formed his own punk 
band. Creeping Ritual. He still 
made ends meet by working 
hard in a record store and con- 
tributing to music fanzines but, 
by 1981. he was at the helm of 


Bernard Lepctil was knocked 
down by a car whilst jogging in 
Versailles and died ofhis in- 
juries. He was aged 47. Widely 
regarded as one of the out- 
standing historians of his gen- 
eration. be was the Director of 
Historical Research at the 
Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sci- 
ences Sociales in Paris. He was 
also one of the directors of the 
famous review Annales, which 
has, for many people in the 
Western world, been the out- 
standing historical periodical 
since before and after the 
Second World War. 

Lc petit was recognised as 
being a scholar of remarkable 
ability, and it was confidently ex- 
pected that through his work 
and through the research of his 
associates he would become 
one of the great figures of 
French historical writing. 

In recent years it has often 
been said that, in a country 
which was famous for its in- 
tellectuals, France seemed nev- 
er to have found a successor to 


BIRTHS 


BOYLE/ CORNER: On March 19% 
to Helen and An drew, a son. George 
Christopher James Comer. 


CHIBWICK: On Saturday 6 April 1 996 
at Maidstone, to Sandra and Russell 
Gtidwick. a son. Joshua Kenneth. 


GILL: On 22 March, at King's College 
Hospital, lo Pip and Richard, n hand- 
some son Casper Woodrow, a broth- 
er for Eleanor and Isabel. 


HALLEY; On 4 April 19%, loSaDv(n€e 
Creasy) and Nicholas, two daughters. 
Alice and Lucy, sisters for Chloc. 


Alice and Lucy, sisters for Chloc. 
KENDALL: On 29 March, to Cather- 
ine and Wflfrid, a daughter Olivia 
Margaret Diana, a sister to Edward. 
Rosalind and James. 


DEATHS 


R1CKETT. Sir Raymond Mfldmay Wil- 
son. CUE, died ft April 19%, beloved 


husband of Naomi and loving father 
of Kimiyu, Guy aod Vanessa. Family 
funeral at Charing Crematorium on 
Thursday 18 April 1996. Memorial 
service to be announced later. Fam- 
ily flowers only, donations if desired 
to Macmillan West Kent Nurse 
Appeal 

SAVAGE: On 6 April Richard Temple 
Savage MBE. peacefully at home, in 
his 8/tb year. 


Jeffrey Lee Pierce 


Rock music has had its beauti- 
ful losers (Jim Morrison, lan 
Cimis, Kurt Cobain) but the 
American singer and songwriter 
Jeffrey Lee Pierce was more in 
the mould of the late Johnny 
Thunders (of New York Dolls 
and Heartbreakers fame) and 
Malcolm Owen (of Britain's 
Ruts), one of those musicians 
who never quite fulfil their po- 
tential yet follow their destiny 
to its inescapable conclusion. Ti- 
tles like "Walking With the 
Beast", “Bad America" and 
“Wildweed" now seem sad 
portents of what was to come. 

Bom in Texas in 1958, Jeffrey 
Lee Pierce later moved to the 
West Coast. Los Angeles was 
one of the few American cities 
lo follow the British and New 
York punk scene and the young 
Jeffrey soon became obsessed 
with Blondie to such an extent 
that he became president of 
their fan dub (a couple of years 


WINTERSON: Patrick, died pc ace tru- 
ly cm Friday 5 April 19%. Funeral ser- 


Gun Cub, an impressive four- 
piece (also featuring Kid Con- 
go Powers on guitar, Rob Rider 
on bass and Terry Graham on 
drums) who seemed to create 
their own brand of swampy, 
ramshackle, psychotic, blues- 
influenced music. 

Reflecting the singer's bur- 


geoning interest in the blues, 
Fire of Love, Gun Club's d€but 


Fire of Love, Gun Club's d€but 
album, included possessed 
covers of Robert Johnson's 
“Preaching the Blues” and 
Tommy Johnson's “Cool Drink 
of Water” alongside Pierce’s 
own compositions (“Sex Beat”, 
“She’s Like Heroin to Me") 
which already reflected his un- 
healthy fascination for the 
seamier side of rock ’n’ roll. 
Originally released on the LA- 
based Ruby Label, Fire of Love 
attracted much interest in Eu- 


rope and was picked up by the 
Beggars Banquet label for the 


Beggars Banquet label for the 
UK while France’s New Rose 


acquired the rights for that ter- 
ritory. The Parisian rock filite, 
always in love with tragic figures 
like Morrison. Thunders and 
Iggy Pop. had found a new 
hero. 

But, just as Gun Chib seemed 
about to capitalise on this ear- 
ly critical acclaim, the Cramps 
pinched the guitarist Kid Kon- 
go (ne Brian Tristan) to replace 
the departing Brian Gregory. 
Still the momentum neverthe- 
less enabled Pierce to sign his 
band to Animal Records, a la- 


bel set up by the Blondie gui- 
tarist Chns Stein. The fatter act- 
ed as producer on Miami , the 
second Gun Chib album, which 
also featured Debbie Harry on 
backing vocals. This was a more 
ambitious offering, from the re- 
working of Creedence Clear- 
water Revival’s “Run Through 
the Jungle" to the voodoo feel 
of “Like Calling Up Thunder” 
and “Devil in the Woods". Gun 
Dub looked like serious con- 
tenders but, by 1984’s “Las Ve- 
gas Story” (which would have 
formed an apt soundtrack 
for the Mike Figgis Oscar- 
nominated Leaving Las Vegas 
movie) Pierce’s boozy and 
druggy fife-style had started to 
overshadow the music. 

After the Fur Bible offshoot 
and the bassist Patricia Morri- 
son’s departure for the richer 
and more bombastic pastures of 
Sist e&af Pierce went 

solo 'trnJrrResseo Witaweed, a 
pre^focqs^cbyectipnyduch 
mcli ^^ j^j^a^elyproohet- 

Heli”. By then, his influence 
could be felt on the work of 
rootsier American outfits like 
Green on Red and on the new 
direction taken by Nick Cave 
and his Bad Seeds (which fea- 
tured for a time the Gun Dub 
refugee Kid Congo). 

In 1987 Pierce reformed Gun 
Club, recording with Robin 
Guthrie of the Cocteau Twins 
as producer. TTie singer lived for 


a time in London and gigged fit- 
fully around Europe, doing 
strange versions of jazz stan- 
dards (John Coitrane’s “A Love 
Supreme", Billie Holiday’s 
“Strange Fruit”) and releasing 
disappointing albums of past 
and recent concerts on many la- 
bels (Two Sides of the Beast on 
Dojo for instance). In 1993, the 
last Gun Club album, ironical- 
ly entitled Lucky Jim, featured 
his Japanese wife, Romi Mori, 
on bass. This was to be the last 
gasp of a career which had 
patently lost its direction. In- 
deed, in interviews, an increas- 
ingly bitter Pierce had begun to 
refer to his work as being “full 
of weaknesses”. 

With his tousled blond-dyed 
hair, Jeffrey Lee Pierce waS m 
many ways the archetypal 
American cult musician, at the 
crossroads of many musical" 
styles (the goth scene, the. 
swamp blues now revived by Cr 
Love & Special Sauce) which 
later came to prominence. It’s 
a pity this peripheral figure 
found the bottle and the nee- 
dle instead instead of a wider 
audience. His demise is anoth- 
er sad reminder that the rock ’n’ 
roll life-style can also lead to 
oblivion. 


Pierre Femme 


Jeffrey Lee Pierce, singes guitarist, 
composer: bom Texas 27 June 
1958; married Romi Mori; died 
Los Angeles 31 March 1996. 



Professor 
Peter Nailor 


In many ways the archetypal American cult musician; Pierce with 
Gun Oub in 1991 Photograph: Susan Moore / Redfems 


Bernard Lepetit 


Jean -Paul Sartre, to Raymond 
Aron, to Michel Foucault, or to 
others who bad disappeared or 
fallen silent. But the exception 
was the study of history. 

French historians always 
seemed to flourish and to attract 
admiration wherever history 
was studied. In particular there 
was the period where Ferdinand 
Braudel laid down the law, in- 
sisting that historiansshouid ab- 
sorb the work of other 


disciplines (geography, anthro- 
pology, economics) and should 
study the tendencies that were 
to be seen over vast periods of 
time. This was “4z Nouvelle 
Historic 

Lepetit claimed that this way 
of studying history had had its 
day. And he had Lhe boldness 
to do so from the Annales , 
which had been Braudel's 
fortress. He pointed out that his- 
tory was a social discipline. It 
had to be taught The Braudel 
legacy meant either that there 
was a gap between the research 
historians were carrying out 


and the history they were teach- 
ing. Or it meant that historians 
were going to ignore the com- 
mon market of historical im- 
peratives that Braudel had left 
and simply return to narrative 
and diplomatic history, which 
was disappointing. 

Lepetit’s argument was that 
the activities of men and women 
were what counted, rather than 
the weight of macro-economics 
or the stifling limitations of so- 
cial structural theory. In his first 
book, which was a study of 
French towns between the 18th 
and the 19th centuries, it was 
not enough to look for statistics. 
One should not study a town 
such as Angers by the same 
methods that one had used 
when studying a more com- 
mercial urban centre, like 
Rouen. By virtue of studying the 
activities of the populations of 
towns it was possible to see the 
importance of politics in mak- 
ing a town the centre of an ad- 
ministrative hierarchy. One 
cannot remain on a purely eco- 


nomic plane; nor, like some 
English urban historians, pay at- 
tention only to the quality of life. 
Politics count in social history. 

Thus Braudel was wrong, 
when studying the archives of 
Spain in the Mediterranean, to 
be excited only by the details of 
shipping and cargoes. The doc- 
uments that be turned over 
with impatience contained ac- 
counts of the actions of men, 
and they should have been 
studied. Equally, because it was 
thought important to study his- 
tory over long periods of time, 
the French Revolution has al- 
most ceased to exist as a sub- 
ject Rather there is the growing 
decline of the Ancien Regime, 
and the problem is why did it 
cease to function rather than 
why a revolution broke out. 

Lepetit named himself an his- 
torian of (owns and of space. Ffis 
aim was to transform social 
history. In 1995 he edited a book 
which Includes contributions 
on Florentine magnates a( the 
end of the Middle Ages, dif- 


ferent types of sovereignty in the 
Islamic states of the Mediter- 
ranean, the French naval in- 
dustry at the end of the 19th 
century, the study of the 
Malthusian interpretation of 
population growth, and sever- 
al others. This was not, ex- 
plained Lepetit, a junk-shop. It 
was to illustrate how the con- 
cepts of social history were rel- 
evant to different subjects in 
different periods. 

Lepetit was passionate about 
history which he had taught in 
the University of Paris I before 
going to the Hautes Etudes. His 
books, Lcs l ilies dans la France 
moderne (1988), Urte Ecole pour 
les sciences sociales ( 1996), Les 
Formes de I’experience (1995) are 
published in France by Albin 
Michel and in England by the 
Cambridge University Press. 

Douglas Johnson ! 


Bernard Lepetit, historian : bom 
28 .4ugusi 194S; married (three 
children); died Versailles 31 
March 1996. 


Vice-Admiral John Bulkeley, 
died Silver Spring, Maryland 6 
April aged 84. In 1942, com- 
manded the patrol torpedo 
boat that broke through Japan- 
ese lines and allowed General 
MacArthur to escape to the 
Philippines. Appointed by 
President Kennedy in 1961 
commanding officer at Guan- 
tanamo, Cuba. 

Christopher Headington. com- 
poser. pianist and writer, died 
19 March, aged 65. Student of 
Lennox Berkeley, who intro- 
duced him to Benjamin Britten. 
Wrote biographies of Britten 
(1981) and the tenor Peter 
Pears (1992). 

Carl Stokes, politician, died 
Cleveland, Ohio 3 April, aged 
68. The first black Democrat in 
the Ohio House of Represen- 
tatives in 1962; five years later 
became (he first black mayor of 
a major US city. Cleveland. 
Hjalmar Hvam, skier, died 
Portland, Oregon. 30 March, 
aged 93. The first winner, in 
1936, of the oldest ski race io 
the US, the Golden Rose at 
Mount Hood; in 1937 designed 
the first self-release ski binding, 
Saf-Ski. 


Peter Nailor - public servant, 
scholar, university teacher, in- 
tellectual entrepreneur and 
raconteur - was one of those 
erudite yet tidy-minded all- 
rounders whose like we may 
not see again in a senior civil 
service shaped by the perfor- 
mance indicator and modern 
managerial techniques. 

His kaleidoscopic career took 
him from arranging the invita- 
tions to the Spithead Review in 
Coronation Year via a pio- 
neering spell in the intensely se- 
cret world of nudear weapons 
after the Macmillan govern- 
ment acquired Polaris far the 
Royal Navy, through chairs of 
both Politics at Lancaster Uni- 
versity and History at the Roy- 
al Naval College to the 
Provostship of Gresham Col- 
lege, a post he filled until his 
death. 

In a country where the bar- 
riers between professions have, 
wartime apart, remained ludi- 
crously and harmfully high, 
Nailor leapt them with cheer- 
ful abandon, leaving a life- 
enhancing legacy wherever he 
landed. He never filled the very 
highest positions in public ser- 
vice or the university world 
(though that 16th-century foun- 
dation, Gresham College, has a 
very special £clat), but he left a 
distinctive flavour in both, 
thanks particularly to his great 
gifts as a conversationalist and 
an analyst of British politics in 
general and defence policy in 
particular. His deep insight was 
lightly worn and beguilingly 
transmitted. 

Nailer's literary output, 
though small, captured this. 
The Nassau Connection . ready 
for publication at least a decade 
before security clearance was 
finally afforded it in 1988, is a 
fascinating account of the pro- 
curement of the Polaris system 
based both on the documents 
and on Nailer’s direct experi- 
ence as the administrator with- 
in the Ministry of Defence's 
Polaris Executive. 

His Learning from Precedent 
in Whitehall commissioned by 
the Institute of Contemporary 
British History and published in 
1991. could only have been 
fashioned by someone who trod 
the corridors of policy-making 
and the paths of scholarship 
with equal ease. 

His work on Polaris was 
probably the most important as- 
signment in his 17 years in the 
Civil Service. The project still 
stands out as that rarity - an en- 
terprise that came in on time 
and within the budgeL Though 


his last posting in the MoD, as 


head of its post-Fulton report 
“planning unit”. Defence Sec- 


“ planning unit”. Defence Sec- 
retarial 22, suited his forward- 
looking and speculative mind. 

Naflor’s transfer to academ- 
ic life in 1969 was made -with 
brio. He made full use of his 
Whitehall contacts and his large 
flat on the roof of Lonsdale Col- 
lege became Lancaster's choic- 
est intellectual salon. He was the 
kindest of teachers and col- 


leagues but, perhaps wisely, he 
felt a need to shift from the uni- 


Feter Hennessy 
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versity world before the fun was 
squeezed out of it by the dead 
weight of administration. 

Nailor returned to the service 
of the Royal Navy- in 1977 as 
Professor of History mid In- 
ternational Affairs at Green- £ 
wich. He relished his exquisite 
surroundings and offered reg- 
ular hospitality in the painted 
hall with a characteristic 
Nail oris m - “Dress up for the 
surroundings: dress down for 
the food." 

It was perhaps bis last job, 
however, as Provost of Gresham 
College in the City ofLondon 
from 1988, that saw the fmest 
flowering of Nailor-the- 
scholarfy-emreprcneur. It was 
a kind of homecomingfora for- 
mer Mercers' schoolboy given 
the company’s intimate con- 
nection with Gresham - a sin- 
gular and ancient institution 

but never students: Andwith a 
revived governing body and the 
superb assistance of the col- 
lege’s administrator, Maggie 
Butcher, Nailor presided over 
a renaissance in the fortunes 
and reputation of Sir Thomas 
Gresham's intellectual bene- 
faction to the City of London. 

Gresham College provided 
the ideal last setting for a man 
of Nailor’ s width and humani- 
ty and the trace of his rich, droll 
and modulated tones wU linger 
long in the rafters of itsHoIbom 
home in Barnard's Inn HalL. 
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Peter Nailor, dvU servant and his- 
torian: bom 16 December 1928; 
First Lord's Representative orfft 
Admiralty Interview Board I960 * ‘ 
62; member, Polaris Executive 
1962-67; Assistant Secretary, 
Afmisay of Defence 1967-69; 
Professor of Politics, Lancaster 
university 1969-77; Professor of 
History ; Roval Naval College, 
Greenwich 1977-88, Dean 1982- 
84. 19S6-88; Chairman, British 
International Studies Assodatkn 
1 983-86; Provost, Gresham Col- 
lege 1988-96; died London 5 
April 1996. 
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vice at St tact's Church. Barton, 
Cambridge, oa Monday 15 April at 
1 1 .30am. Flowers cfo Harry Williams 
*S Sons. 7 Victoria Park, Cambridge. 


A nnoun cement! for Gazette 

BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions, Marriages, 
Deaths. Memorial services. Wedding 
annireraarles. In Meanriam ) should 
be sent In writing to the Gazette Ed- I 
iloc The Independent, 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf. London EI4 
5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 2011 
(24-bonr answering machine 0171- 
293 2012) or taxed to 0171-293 2010. 
and are drained at f&SOa line (VAT 
ratea). OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (notices. Functions, Forth- 
coming marriages. Marriages) must 
be submitted in writing ior taxed) and 
are charged at £10 a Hue, VAT extra. 
They should be accompanied by a 
daytime telephone number. 


The Independent's main switchboard 
lumber is 0171-293 2000. 


Mr Lyndon Brook, actor, 70; Lord 
Brookes, former company chair- 
man, 87; Professor J. Desmond 
Clark, anthropologist and archae- 
ologist, 80; Srr Anthony Cleaver, 
chairman. United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority, 58; Sir Edward 
Evans-Lombe, High Court judge, 59; 
Vice-Admiral Sir Alastair Ewing, 
87; Mr George Fyfe, chairman. Co- 
operative Wholesale Society, 55; Mr 
Patrick Garland, theatre and 51m di- 
rector, 61; Mr Adrian Henri, poet and 
former president, Liverpool Acade- 
my of Arts. 64; Mr John Hofroyd, 
Secretary for Appointments to the 
Prime Minister. 61; Miss Gloria 
Hmmiford, radio and television pre- 
senter, 56; Mr Owen Kelly, former 
Commissioner of Police for the City 
of London, 64; Professor Kathleen 
Major, former Principal. St Hilda's 
College, Oxford, 90; Mr Stan Mcf 
lor, racehorse trainer and former 
jockey, 59; Mr David Moorcroft, ath- 
lete, 43; Sir Ruben Rhodes James, 
historian and former MP, 63; M 
Maurice Schumann, author and 
politician, 85; Mr Omar Sharif, ac- 
tor, 64; Mr Thomas Spencer. MEP, 
48; Mr Christopher Sioddart, man- 
aging director, GMTV, 46; Mr tail 


Theroux, author, 55; Mr Max von 
Sydow, actor, 67. 


Anniversaries 


Births: James V King of Scotland. 
1512; HngoGrotius (Thrigde Groot), 
jurist and theologian. 1583; John 
WOraor, second Eari of Rochester, 
poet and courtier, 1647: Sir John 
Pringle, physician, 1707; Christian 
Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann, 
founder of homeopathy, 1755; 
William Hariin, essayist and critic, 
177S; Commodore Manbrw Gal- 
braith Perry, naval officer, 1794; 
Auguste- Joseph Franchamme, ceiiist, 
1808; Lewis Wallace, novelist, author 
of Bert Hur. 1827; Wiliam Booth, 
founder of the Salvation Army, 1829; 
Joseph Pulitzer, newspaper propri- 
etor and founder of the Prizes, 1847; 
Arthur Melville, painter. 1855; Eu- 
gene (Eugen) Francis Charles D'AF 
bert, pianist and composer. 1864; 
George William Russell ( AE). poet, 
1867; George Artiss (George Au- 
gustus Andrews), actor. 1868; Claire 
Booth Luce, playwright, 1903; Robert 
Burns Woodward, organic chemist, 
1917. Deaths: Agostino Agazzari, 
composer, 1640; William Chescfdcn. 
surgeon. 1752; Joseph-Louis La- 
grange, astronomer, mathematician 


and physicist, 1813; Alexander Nas- 
myth, painter, 1840; Giovanni Bat- 
tista Amid, astronomer and optician. 
1863; Jean-Bapl[stc Andre Dumas, 
chemist, 1S84; Algernon Charles 
Swinburne, poet, 1909: Stan ley John 
Weyman, novelist. 1928; Khalil 
Gibran, writer, 1931; Edgar Mid- 
dleton. journalist and playwright 
1939; Auguste-Marie Louis Lumicre, 
due pioneer, 1954; Arthur Ben- 
jamin. proposer, I960: Michael Cur- 
tiz (Mihaly Kenesz), film director. 
1962; Evelyn Arthur St John Waugh, 
novelist, 1966; Antonia White, jour- 
nalist and novelist, 1980. On this day: ' 
bananas were first displayed m a Lon- 
don shop window, 1653; the Prussians 
defeated the Austrians at the Battle 
of Moliwfiz, 1741: the United Stales 
patent system was established, 1 790: 
Napoleon's army under General 
Sault was defeated bv the Allies in 
the Battle of Toulouse - , 1814; tbe first 
British settlers arrived at Algpa Bay, 
in the Eastern Cape, South Africa, 
1820; the Catholic Emancipation 
Bill was passed by Parliament. 1829; 
the New }brk Tribune (later Hernid- 
Tribwe) was Bra published, 1841; the 
Chartists met on Kennington Com- 
mon. London, and presented their 
petition to Parliament, 1848: George 
EHat’s novel The Mill on the Floss Was 


published. I8MJ: Finland was grant- 
ed a constitution by Russia, 1861; the 
Archduke Maximilian of Austria be- 
came Emperor ol Mexico, 1864; 
Phineas T. Barn urn's circus first 
opened. Brooklyn, New York, 1S7I; 
Vimy Ridge was finally taken by the 
Canadian troops. 191 7; Paul von Hin- 
dcaburg was re-elected President of 
Germany, 1932; the German battle- 
ships Bbtcher and KaHsuhe were 
sunk. 1940; the aircraft carrier HMS 
Hermes was sunk by Japanese dive 
bombers in the Bay of BcngaL, 1942; 
the US Senate passed the Civil 
Rights Bill. I960; the US submarine 
Thresher was tost off Cape Cod. 
with all the crew ol 125, 1963; over 
3,000 people wen: killed after severe 
earthquakes occurred in Iran, 1972; 


two paintings by Pierce Fteyron", 
Ipm. 

Tate Gallery: Edward Allington, 
“Still But Not Silent”, Ipm. 

British Museum: Barbara Brend. 
“Moghul Palace Forts". 1.15pm. 


Wills 


Goldu Mcir resigned as prime min- 
ister of Israel, 1974; the first London 
performance of the musical show 
Chicago was stoged. 1979. Today is 
tbe Frasl Day of St Bademns. St Ro- 
bert of Chartres, St Macarius or 
Macajrc or Ghent. Si Michael de 
Sanctis, St Patemus of Abdinghof and 
The Martyrs under the Danes. 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Humphrey Wine. 
“Curators and Conservators jii): 


Miss Mary Madge Lasceiles, of 
Owner, Norfolk, former Reader in 
English Literature at Oxford Uni- 
versity and English tutor at 
SomeiviUe 1931-60, left estate valued 
at £534.151 net. She left £10,000 to 
Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, and 
£1 16,100 each lo the Friends of the 
Bodleian Library. NSPCC. RNU and 
the Royal Start and Garter Home. 
Mr Arthur Sidney Martin, of Avte- 
scot, Oxfordshire, a member of the 
S«un*y Services 1946-64 and an of- 
Dew wilh the Secret ImeiWncc Sn-. 
vto: l!»f > 4--b9, left estate valued at 
£437,916 nc t. 

Mr William Howard Vincent Leren 
of Rye. East Sussex, "Hopper" Lev- 

c,, » ,lu: former Kent wicket-keeper, 
left estate valued at £590,874 net. 
Mr Peter Criditon Kirkpatrick, of 
Bournemouth, Dorset, former opjs. 

man w,th the Thames Rowing Club 
left estate valued at £788,356 net. 


Hon Mrs Edith Honor Betty 
carl, of London SW7, the portrait 
painter, left estate valued at £553^21 
net. 

Mr William Dickson, ofEHey, Wfest 
Yorkshire, finance director of Grana- 
da Television 1976-82, left estate val- 
ued at JE228J51 net. / •. 

Mr Michael John JDntfidd, of 
ui£. London W5, the television pro- 
ducer who made documentaries in 
Ulster. Beirut, Bosnia, Sudan and' 

« 2reY?S,£ £rica ’ ,eft 651316 balued 
at £522,917 net. 

The Marquise Violet Evelyn de Ro- 
vfenj; of London SW15. left estate 
valued at £81,610 net. 

Sir Philip Courts Anteobns. of Wert 
Amesbuty, Salisbury, Wilts hire, left 
estate valued at £3,232,672 net. 



Changing of the Guard ' 

7** Household Cavaliy Mounted R*F 
imral mounts the Queen’s Life Gourd 
at Horae Guards, J lam; 1st Battalion 
wish Grants mounts the Qneen\ 
Guard, at Buckingham Palace. 
11.30am. band provided by the . 
Grenadier Guards, 
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Mixed bag: Industrial production disappoints while buying on the high street suggests growth in 

Output trend hits three-year low 

IAMB OfWl C „ _ ^ 
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confidence among consumers 

CBI finds retail 


DiANECOYLE 
Economics Editor 


The trend in industrial output 
in February. was at its weakest 
since the exchange rate crisis in 
Septemberl992, government 
st ati stici an s reported yesterday 

•The likelihood that manu- 
facturing industry is firmly in re- 
cession fuelled City 
expectations that Chancellor 
Kenneth. Clarke will cut the cost 
of borrowing one more time - 
despite a call for caution on in- 
terest rates from the Treasury’s 
independent advisers and fur- 
ther evidence of high street 
recovery, 

“Sitting on his hands might be 


the best approach ax the mo- 
Jj£eat, but Mr Clarke is going to 
cut base rates," predicted Simon 
Briscoe, an economist at in- 
vestment bank Nikko Europe. 

Manufacturing output was 
virtually flat in Rsbruary. Its lev- 
el in the latest three months was 


^ per cent lower than the pre- 
vious three months. 

Total industrial output was up 
D.l per cent during the same pe- 
nod. A rebound in energy pro- 
duction due to colder weather 
took it 0.4 pier cent higher dur- 
ing the month. 

The Office for National Sta- 
tKiics (replacing the CSO) said 
die trend in both manufactur- 
ing and total output was flaL 
Manufacturing has now been 
static for three months, while 
the trend in industrial output 
dropped from 0.5 per cent 
growth to zero for the first 
time since September 1992. 

Analysts played down the 
significance of the weak figures, 
while admitting that they gave 
Mr Clarke an excuse to cut base 
rates if he wanted to. An ex- 
pected cut in German interest 
rates would also help. 

Kevin Darlington at brokers 
Ho are Govett sai± “The econ- 
omy is poised between two 


conflicting forces. Manufactur- 
ing is sluggish but the firmness 
ofunderlying demand is show- 
ing through." Last year’s excess 
stock levels were being run 
down, he said. 

Sean Sbepley at investment 
bank CSFBsaid: “These figures 
tell us that demand was weak 
last year. It would be a mistake 
to ret policy on the baas of a lag- 
ging indicator." 

Barring an unexpectedly big 
jump in output in Match, man- 
ufacturing output is likely to 
have fallen for two successive 
quarters. This would put it 
technically in recession, and 
could point to further job cuts 
in industry after a decline of 
27,000 in January. 

It would also mean a weak 
figure for GDP growth in the 

first quarter of this year, as man - 
ufacturing accounts for about a 
quarter of the economy. The 
Chancellor and Governor of the 
Bank of England have tended 


(o focus on the quarterly change 
in GDP in their policy 
discussions. 

By the time they next meet on 
8 May, the two men will have 
the preliminary estimate of 
first-quarter growth, which 
could show a smaller rise than 
the fourth quarter's 0.5 per 
cent. 


hst ftree months year on yaat % 


The meeting will also come 
shortly before me publication of 
the Bank’s next quarterly In- 
flation Report. This is expect- 
ed to say, as the latest one does, 
that the Government is more 
likely than not to meet its in- 
flation target. 

Yesterday's figures showed 
faster growth in production of 
consumer durables, which rose 
2.1 per cent in the latest three 
months. Output of both non- 
durable consumer goods and in- 
termediate goods increased 
slightly. However, production of 
investment goods declined due 
to a drop in transport equip- 



ment such as railway rolling 
stock and aerospace. There 
were mixed fortunes in manu- 
facturing. Apart from the trans- 
port sector, there was a sharp 
decline in the output of the 
coke, petrol refining and nudear 
power industries. The food, 
drink and tobacco industiy has 
also been weak in recent 
months. Its output picked up in 


Panel says Clarke has little room far manoeuvre 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


The Treasury's panel of inde- 
pendent advisers warned Chan- 
cellor Kenneth Clarke that he 
has almost no room for ma- 
noeuvre on interest rates or tax 
cuts this year. 

In the first of their two reports 
this year, the six “wise persons" 


argue that policy needs to be ex- 
tremely cautious if the Govern- 
ment wants to hit its inflation 
target. 

“Most of us do not think that 
the next move in interest rates 
should necessarily be down- 
wards, and some of us feel that 
there is already or could soon 
be a good case for raising in- 
terest rates if the Government 


is serious about achieving its in- 
flation objective," the report, re- 
leased yesterday, concludes. 
The exception was Professor 
Patrick Minford of Liverpool 
University, taking the minority 
view that die economy has pleat 
of spare capacity. 

Snuilariy, only Professor Min- 
ford argued that there was 
scope for more than token tax 


cuts of £2-£3bn in this year's 
Budget. Indeed, half of the 
panel’s members suggested that 
either tax increases or farther 
government spending cuts are 
necessary. 

These recommendations are 
based on the Government’s 25 
per cent target for inflation ex- 
cluding mortgage interest pay- 
ments. The independent 


economists do not think Mr 
Clarke can achieve both the in- 
flation target and his forecast 
that GDP win grow by 3 per cent 
his year. The panel’s average 
forecast for growth is 22 per 
cent, ranging from 1 .8 to 25 per 
cent. The majority believe, m a 
subdued echo of the Chancel- 
lor's views, that the pace of 
growth will pick up during the 


US fears fail to 
affect City 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 


rji Shares in London shrugged off 
Monday's heavy falls in New 
York, with the FT-SE 100 index 
reversing early losses to dose 3.0 
points higher last night- That re- 
silience put paid to fears that 
Wall Street’s nerves would spill 
over onto European bourses 
and the American market itself 
held firm when it opened yes- 
terday afternoon. 

London was given a boost by 
a sluggish British manufactur- 
ing report which confirmed the 
continuing weakness of eco- 
nomic growth and rekindled 
hopes that interest rates could 
still have further to fall. British 
manufacturing output was un- 
changed in February and rose 
just 0.4 per cent from a year ear- 
lier. Industrial output, which in- 
cludes utilities ana mines, rose 
0.4 per cent in February and 12 
per cent year on year. 

Attention had focused on 
the equity market because 
stronger than expected US pay- 


roll figures last Friday served as 
a worrying reminder that the 
American economy was grow- 
ing probably too fast to allow 
any farther cuts in US rates. 
Wall Street fell 88 points on 
Monday, after a 130 point 
morning fall that looked dan- 
gerously like a re-run of the 170 ! 


point slump a month ago fol- 
lowing bumper February em- 


ployment figures. 

News of an additional 


140.000 non-farm jobs created 
in March - double the 70.000 
consensus estimate - and a 
smaller than expected down- 
ward revision of the huge 

705.000 February payroll in- 
crease to 624,000 confirmed 
the American economy was 
growing at a healthy pace. 

The gflt market in London 
was harder hit with the yield on 
the benchmark 10-year gov- 
ernment bond, an indicator of i 
future interest rate expecta- 
tions, rising S basis points to 
8.11 per cent In the US, the 30- 
year treasury bond ended a five- 
day slide. 



Dealing with Walt Street’s jitters: London held firm despite worries over the Dow’s heavy fall on Monday 


Swiss banking giants 
discuss £32bn merger 


Lloyd’s set to raise another 
£100m for names’ settlement 


Ntcctcuro 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

%Jnion Bank of Switzerland and 
CS Holding, two of the big three 
Swiss banks, announced yes- 
terday that they were in dis- 
cussions about a £32bn merger. 

Analysts believe at least 
15,000 jobs in Switzerland and 
possibly hundreds of jobs in 
London are at ride if the deal 
due to be discussed at a UBS 
board meetings on Thursday, 
goes ahead. 

The international investment 

hanking operations of UBS aDd 
CSHolding, parent of Credit 
Suisse, both have large numbers 
of staff in London, in the City 
and at Canary Wharf. 

Although the two would fit 
well on the corporate finance 
side there are thought to be 


large overlaps on the debt trad- 
ing and derivatives businesses 
of the two banks in London, 
which is bound to lead to ratio- 
nalisation and job losses. 

The proposal would also re- 
shape Swiss banking, where the 
two groups have well over half 
of the domestic market, where 
there is substantial excess ca- 
pacity. . 

Ranking sources believe that 
estimates of 15,000 job losses 
within Switzerland could prove 
on the low side. 

After a day of misunder- 
standings and confusions in the 
market that followed a specu- 
lative report in a Swiss news- 
paper, Union Bank of 
Switzerland spokeswoman 
(5ertnid Erismann said aboard 
meeting will take place this 
week to discuss a possible merg=- 


er with CS Holding. Thgere is 
to be an announcement by the 
end of the week. 

Earlier CS Holding said a 
telephone conversation took 
place between CS Holding 
chairman Rainer Gut and UBS 
chairman Nikolaus Senn in 
which the possibility of dis- 
cussing a merger between the 
two h anks was “sounded out”. 
Ms Erismann confirmed that 
the telephone conversation 
took place. 

Mr Guty said “It’s up to the 
UBS board of directors to make 


up its mind about the propos- 
al." The discussions took place 


af." The discussions took place 
last week said UBS, but Ms 
Erismari refused to give any far- 
ther-details. 

CS Holding’s market value is 
SF 2Llbn (£12.46n) and UBS 
is worth almost £20bn. 


LJoyd’s of Loudon, the belea- 
guered insurance market, looks 
set to increase the £28bn set- 
tlement it has offered to loss- 
making and litigating names, by 
raising a further £10Om from 
brokers towards the package. 

Hopes were also high among 
some names yesterday that a 
further sum of up to £300m 
might be available through a 
1 owe r-than -expected costing of 
the Equitas plan, the re-insur- 
ance agency being set up to 
shoulder all liabilities for busi- 
ness underwritten up to 1992 

If the £1.9bn cost of Equitas 
were to be reduced, it could sub- 
stantially cut the £100,000 cap 
placed on names' potential 
additional contributions to the 
agency. 

However, a Lloyd's spokes- 
man said yesterday. “We have 


always said that the Equitas pre- 
mium would be £1.9bu while the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustiy believes that it will be at 
least £L5bn. 

“There has been no detailed 
discussions with the DTI on the 
exact amount. There are some 
final number-crunching exer- 
cises to be done, which are tak- 
ing place at present, but we can't 
do anything until the lull DTI 
team is back and we discuss the 
matter with them." 

Final bills for Eqhitas, which 
will cover the worst loss-mak- 
ing years and the potentially 
huge payouts from asbestos 
and pollution-related claims in 
the US, are expected at the end 
of May. 

The deal with brokers, ex- 
pected to be announced in the 
next few weeks, will fall short of 
the amount expected by many 
names, who are having to foot 


the bill of more than £Sbn in 
losses in the past five years. 

Market sources said yesterday 
that any higher amount, which 
has to come out of future years' 
profits, would seriously affect 
the viability of the business. 

Brokers are themselves ex- 
pressing doubts about the 
precedent involved subsidising 
the marker's previous losses, al- 
though they are prepared to in- 
vest to keep the business alive. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment now being hammered out 
with brokers, they would would 
be expected to contribute sums 
in proportion to the premiums 
each of them bring to the 
market 

The deal, Hkely to run for sev- 
eral years, could allow Lloyd’s 
to juggle funds and add to the 
settlement package names must 
vote on at Lloyd’s annual gen- 
eral meeting in July. 
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sales recovery 
in its 6th month 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


February but could be affected 
by the beef scare in March and 
April. 

On the other hand, trends in 
chemicals and engineering -the 
biggest component of manu- 
facturing - have been stronger. 
Chemicals output rose 0.8 per 
cent in February to a new 
record, driven by pharmaceuti- 
cals and artificial fibres. 


The retail sales recovery con- 
tinued for the sixth successive 
month in March, according to 
the latest survey from the Con- 
federation. of British Industiy. 
This steady growth in sales is 
likely to be reflected in later 
official figures. 

Although the increase in 
sales volumes was slightly low- 
er than the previous mouth’s, 
there was a big jump in the vol- 


ume of orders placed with sup- 
pliers to the highest level for 


course of the year. Most reck- 
on this wil] allow unemployment 
to continue its decline, although 
not falling below 2 million on 
the claimant count measure 
until 1997. 

The exception to this is 
Gavyn Davies of Goldman 
Sachs, who thinks there could 
be a temporary rise in the job- 
less count 


pliers to the highest level for 
more than two years. Retailers 
expect a strong advance in 
April sales even though their 
high expectations for last month 
were disappointed. 

Sudhir Junankar. a CBI econ- 
omist said: “The continued 
expansion in the retail trade is 
encouraging as it suggests that 
consumers are becoming more 
confident and willing to spend 
more freely." Whether retailers’ 
confidence was well-placed 
would depend on better Easter 
trading thsyear than last, he saxL 

The balance of retailers re- 
porting higher sales compared 
to those reporting a decline in 
the year to March was 27 per 
cent, compared with 30 per 
cent in February. The balance 
expecting an increase in April 


dipped slightly to 42 per cent 
from the extremely buoyant 45 
per cent in March. 

Reflecting both the recent im- 
provement in sales volumes 
and these optimistic expecta- 
tions of the future trend, the bal- 
ance increasing their orders 
with suppliers jumped to 21 per 
cent from 10 per cent in 
February. 

A growing number of re- 
spondents think sales volumes 
are above average for the time 
of year. The strongest growth 
last month was in areas closest 
to the housing market The 
hardware, china and DIY sec- 
tor reported the biggest volume 
increase, followed by durable 
household goods. Sales of fur- 
niture and carpets were healthy 
but down on February’s sub- 
stantial increase. 

There were also significant 
improvements in sales at book- 
sellers and clothing stores. 
Footwear and specialist food 
stores reported declines. 

Further anecdotal evidence of 
the retail revival was provided 
by the latest weekly figures for 
John Lewis. The department 
store and V&itrase supermarket 
group said sales had been 
“more than satisfactory”, up 
21.6 per cent in the nine weeks 
to 30 March compared with the 
same period a year earlier. 


Society under 
fire for ‘delays’ 
over Robinson 


NIC CICUTTI 


Lawyers acting for Peter Robin- 
son, the Woolwich chief exec- 
utive forced to resign for alleged 
financial irregularities, yester- 
day criticised the building soci- 
ety for failing to provide them 
with details of his alleged mis- 
use of resources. 

DJ Freeman, the London 
law firm representing Mr 
Robinson, said it could not un- 
derstand why there should be a 
two-week delay before it would 
receive written details of the 
allegations against him 

Irene Grieves, a spokes- 
woman for the firm, said: “One 
would assume that if he com- 
mitted a series of improprieties 
so serious that they led to his 
resignation, they would already 
be in writing. 

“It is hard to understand 
why the report supposedly com- 
piled by the Woolwich’s inter- 
nal auditors is not being made 
available to us.” 

Mr Robinson, 54. was ousted 
by the society a week ago, bare- 
ly three months after taking up 
his post as chief executive, af- 
terworking at the Woolwich for 
about 32 years. 

His departure comes as the 
society prepares for a £3bn 
stock market flotation in August 
next year. More than 3.5 milh'n n 
savers are hoping to receive free 
shares worth about £800 each 
from the planned flotation. 

Mr Robinson resignation fol- 
lowed allegations that he mis- 
used society resources, 
including having decorating 
and gardening work carried 
out at his £450,000 home in the 
village of Brasted in Kent. 

He was also alleged to have 


National Counties Building So- 
ciety - which has just one 
branch - was yesterday forced 
to close its doors to a flood of 
investors desperate to open ac- 
counts with the society, writes 
NicCicutti 

It follows press reports that 
should the tiny society based at 
Epsom. Surrey, be taken over its 
members could be in line for 
payouts worth up to £4,500 
each. 

John Milton, the society’s 
general manager, said: “We 
have had very considerable in- 
terest and we have temporari- 
ly suspended the opening of 
accounts." 

With just 6,500 borrowers 
and 16,000 savers. National 
Counties would never have 
been seen as a likely takeover 
target -until last week. Ranked 
the 30th largest society in the 
UK, it has reserves of more than 
£7 tan, which some experts be- 
lieve would value it at about 
£125 m. 


authorised the use of a Range 
Rover for his family, plus oth- 


Rover for his family, plus oth- 
er, so far unexplained, financial 
irregularities. 


Mr Robinson has steadfast- 
ly denied the allegations, claim- 
ing that he was the victim of a 
concerted smear attack mas- 
terminded by a “war office" at 
the society. 

He blames disgruntled staff 
at Woolwich after he was forced 
to make a series of redundan- 
cies within the group, and is 
claiming compensation worth 
£600,000 for the sudden end to 
his two-year contract. 

A society spokesman said 
yesterday: "Our lawyers are 
talking with Mr Robinson's and 
at the moment we have nothing 
more to add." 

Meanwhile, the society yes- 
terday denied rumours that it 
has entered into talks with 
Mike Jackson, chief executive 
at Birmingham Midshires, as a 
possible replacement. 


Win a luxurious weekend 


The Runnymede Hotel, 
situated on the banks of 
the Thames, offers guests 
the utmost in comfort in 
each of the 171 rooms. The 
Health and Fitness Spa is 
outstanding, the facilities 
include an 18m swimming 
pool, sauna, gymnasium, 
and beauty therapy rooms. 
Two lucky winners, each 
with one guest, will enjoy a 
weekend of luxury with full 
use of all facilities plus a 
relaxing back massage and 
mini facial. 


iSgssA*. 


For information and reservations 
Tflt017B4 436 171 
For your chance to win one 
of two superb £690 week- 
end breaks, simply call our 
hotline, answer two simple 
questions and leave your 
name and address details 
on line. 

So call now on.... 


0891 111 313 
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CINVen vies for Redland brick division 


TOM STEVENSON 

Cily Editor 


CINVen, the former venture 
capital subsidiary of British 
Coal emerged yesterday as one 
of four potential buyers of Red- 
land s UK brick manufacturing 
operations. Redland confirmed 
i( was in talks with CINVen, 
which recently backed a £63 .5m 
management buyout of the 
brick-making activities of Otris- 
tian Saivensen, but said it was 
too early to say who would end 
up with the brick business. 

CINVen’s interest in Chel- 


wood, the Christian Salvesen 
brick unit, would make it an ob- 
vious contender to pick up 
Redland's business. With a 
book value of about £I30m, Lhe 
Redland operation would give 
a combined operation some 
critical mass in a still highly com- 
petitive market 
A CINVen spokesman ad- 
mitted yesterday the group was 
one of a small group of poten- 
tial bidders, but it poured cold 
water on press reports yester- 
day that the business might be 
worth £250ra. It is understood 
that Redland is looking for 


about net asset value. Together 
with a US brick business, which 
is also up for sale, and lerca, a 
European brick company which 
was sold in February for £71 m, 
Redland's combined brick op- 
erations had net assets at the 
end of 1995 of £345.9m. 

Operating profits of £21. 6m 
were struck last year from sales 
of £1 79.2m. 

Redland has about 18 per 
cent of the UK brick market, be- 
hind Ibstock, with 19 per cent, 
and Hanson, which controls 29 
per cent, according to govern- 
ment figures for last year. 


P utting Chehvood together with 
Redland's business would give 
CINVen about 23 per cent of 
the UK bricks market. 

Redland confirmed last 
month that it was also talking 
to Wieneberger of Austria 
about a possible sale, but it has 
so far kept the other two 
potential buyers close to its 
chest. Speculation has focused 
on CRH. the Irish building 
materials group, and Australia’s 
Boral and Pioneer. 

CINVen has been a big player 
in buyouts over the years, and 
was recently involved in the ac- 


quisition of Dunlop Slazenger 
from BTR. Other feathers in its 
cap include Automotive Prod- 
ucts, acquired for £18 Ini, and 
the £108m Wightfink deal. 

Redland announced last 
month it was seeking buyers for 
its brick businesses as part of a 
radical restructuring of its Eu- 
ropean operations which are ex- 
pected to involve the transfer of 
all the company’s western Eu- 
ropean tile interests into Braas, 
its successful 50.8 per cent- 
owned German subsidiary, in 
exchange for cssh and shares. 

The proposed deal would 


see Redland's shareholding in 
Braas rise to about 60 per cent 
and is expected to simplify in- 
vestment plans and reduce du- 
plication. Although Braas has 
given R ed la nd expos u re to the 
recent post-unification surge 
in Germany, recession is taking 
its toll and the company believes 
it is the right time to clarify the 
relationship between the two. 

In the year to December, 
RedZaod announced a 5 percent 
faD in underlying profits to 
£368m and became the onfyFT- 
SE 100 company to announce 
a dividend cut. 


- — i 

Gyms and tonic 
as City banks 
muscle in , 




City Diary 


John Willcock 


Eurotunnel bags 140,000 
passengers at Easter 


Rentokil profit attacked 
in new shouting match 




I 



MAGNUS GRIMOND 


The shouting match between 
the two sides to the £1.9bn bid 
battle for BET continued yes- 
terday as pressure grew for a 
higher offer from RentokiL 

The new hostilities came as 
Fidelity International, once one 
of BET'S biggest shareholders, 
revealed that it bad reduced its 
stake to 1.09 per cent. The 
fond management group, which 
owned 7 per cent of BET a year 
ago, has been steadily reducing 
its stake. With the latest sale, it 
has cut its stake from just un- 
der 5per cent to just over I per 
cent in the space of six weeks. 

In a shot aimed at debunking 
Rentokil’s past record, BET 
claimed profits growth at the 
pest control to potted plants 
group was well below the much- 
vaunted aim of 20 per cent a 


year. Stripping out foreign ex- 
change benefits, profits on the 


change benefits, profits on the 
sale of fixed assets and the use 
of previously established ac- 


quisition provisions, pre-tax 
profits rose by just 16.9 per cent 
last year, BET said. 

Remold ’s latest report and 
accounts, from which the figures 
were culled, also “catalogues 
disappointing results across a 
wide spread of Reniokfl’s busi- 
nesses". BET claimed. 

John Clark, chief executive. 
said: “The slowdown shown by 
Rentokil’s report and accounts 
vindicates our view that Ren- 
tokU needs BET As we have al- 
ways said, this fii-conceived 
offer seems to be a desperate at- 
tempt by Rentokil to use BETs 
superior growth to main tain 
its own targets at BET share- 
holders' expense. 1 ' 

But Rentokil hit back last 
night. Give Thompson, chief ex- 
ecu five, said: “We think this is 
the last knoddngs of a tired and 
flagging management team. 
Our view is that the time for a 
company doctor [at BET} is 
over — It is time now to pass the 
company over to a management 


specialising m the industrial 
services business." 

Nlr Thompson said the ad- 
verse comments in the annual 
report on 16 of its individual op- 
erations, highlighted by BET 
was part of" its practice of re- 
porting fairly on the perfor- 
mance of' the group's 
businesses. 

Given that there were over 
200 such businesses in the 
group, they were “barely much 
reflection of the total", he said. 

Meanwhile, referring to the 
£7 .5m of one-off hems picked 
out by BET as inflating last 
year’s profits, Mr Thompson 
said the other side bad failed to 
refer to similar items in 1994, ; 
when exchange rates had been i 
adverse and fixed asset dispos- , 
al profits bad been lower. These 1 
were actually “continuing items 
which occur every year”, but 
stripping them out of both sets 
of figures he admitted the un- 
deriymg growth rate was stiD just 
under 2 9 percent. 


On target: Alistair Morton of Eurotunnel which claims a victory in war against ferries 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 


Eurotunnel carried approach- 
ing 14U.OUO passengers on the 
car shuttle over the long East- 
er weekend, close to its own 
forecasts, as the price war with 
the ferries continued. 

The company claimed its sys- 
tems 'ran “pretty effortlessly" 
with four trains an hour most of 
the lime during' the four day 
weekend, and th3t that 7.700 
vehicles were carried on Thurs- 
day, just below the record of 
8.400 the previous Saturday. 

Eurotunnel said its cut price 
duty free sales were proving a 
big attraction, taking passengers 
away from the ferries, and pro- 
ducing a 20 per cent increase in 
traffic in recent months as a 
direct result. 

Last week Eurotunnel re- 
ported that the number of pas- 
sengers carried rose 31 per 
cent in March. 

Stena recently offered a third 
off some brands in its duty-free 
shops. However, the ferries dis- 


pute Eurotunnel cl aims that a 
drop in ferry day trip traffic over 
the winter is due to Eurotun- 
nel's cheap fags and booze. 

A price war on duty-free hits 
at the feny operators' most sen- 
sitive spot since much of their 
profit comes from these sales. 

The marketing effort for Le 


Shuttle is also being stepped up 
with the award of part of the 


with the award of part of the 
company s advertising business 
for the Le Shuttle train services 
to the London advertising 
agency BST-BDDR in an effort 
to boost bookings with new ad- 
vertising. 

The new agency is expected 
to relaunch Le Shuttle after 
technical setbacks and delays 
last year hit ticket sales. 

The company's promotion 
drive was regarded as lacklus- 
tre until it started the duty-free 
price war. 

There have been much 
stronger criticisms, however, 
of the marketing campaign by 
the operators of the Eurostar 
passenger train service, which 
does not belong to Eurotunnel 


but which produces a significant 
part of its revenue. The 
stepped-up advertising cam- 
paign was started by by Le 
Shuttle's new chief commercial 
officer. Bill Dix. 

Polls had shown poor public 
awareness of both Eurostar 
passenger trains and Le Shut- 
tle's passenger and car services 
- fhougb there was intensive TV 
advertising last year. 

Around half of Eurotunnel's 
£10m marketing budget for 
1996 will be handled by BST 
while another agency. Wun- 
derman Cato Johnson (WCJ), 
will continue to run the coach 
and freight accounts, which in- 
cludes British press, direct 
marketing and radio campaigns. 
Eurotunnel said. 

Le Shuttle's overall European 
marketing expenditure for this 
year is expected to total £20m. 

This includes campaigns in 
France, Germany, Belgium and 
the Netherlands, promoting the 
Eurostar services to France and 
Belgium. 


Pendragon to be sole Alfa 
Romeo dealer within M25 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 


Pendragon, the motor dealer 
spun off from Williams Hold- 
ings in 1989, has been granted 
the right to sell Fiat and Alfa 
Romeo cars across the Greater 
London region in a deal which 
observers believe marks a sig- 
nificant shift in the way cars are 
currently sold in Britain. 

The award of a large region 
to one dealer - Pendragon has 
exclusive rights to sell the makes 
within the M25 - is a significant 
change from the current system 
which limits the number of 
franchise outlets any one dealer 
can operate within a given area. 
Potentially it offers successful 
groups big economies of scale 
and marks an important step to- 
wards the consolidation of the 
car retail industry. 

According to Trevor Firm, 
chief executive of the Derby- 


based group, the market area 
approach is based on a suc- 
cessful trial in the US, where 
General Motors launched a 
new car, Saturn, and distributed 
it through big geographical ter- 
ritories. The idea is that : deal- 
ers set up a core netwprk.of: 
outlets, building op as the num- 
ber of the make’s cars increase*: * 

The new system also allows 
a better allocation of resources 
within an area. If, for example, 
a region includes a high num- 
ber of used cars of a certain 
make, but little demand for new 
cars, a service centre can be built 
without the extra unnecessary 
cost of a new car showroom. 

Within London. Pendragon 
plans to build 15 Fiat locations, 
of which three will be service 
only outlets. Alfa Romeo will be 
represented at nine of the sites. 

Mr Firm said yesterday the in- 
troduction of new models from 
Fiat and Alfa Romeo had 


enabled the brands to out- 
perform the UK market signif- 
icantly. Sales of Fiat cars 
increased in the UK by over 20 
per cent last year, and have risen 
. by 21 percent so far this year, 

“ increasing msrttei: shared tio. 
about 4per cenL.-: ^. 

The Fiat agreement s this sec- 
ond time Pendragon has-beeji r 
awarded the right to sell a 
make over a large area. Last 
year it was signed up by Volvo 
to develop the South London 
territory which includes all ar- 
eas within the M25 south of the 
river Thames. Four dealerships 
are now open for business in 
that chain and another will 
open in June after refurbish - 
menL 

Pendragon's concentration 
on the luxury end of the car 1 
market paid off last year when 
pre-tax profits rose 17 per cent 
to £11 -3m, despite a difficult 
market for car sales. 


Dewhirst profits from Marks & Spencer 


Iifteslors cautious about years of dis- 
rrihl returns from the textile sector 
slibuld take more than a second look 
atgDcwhirsl Group. In stark contrast 
fruits peers. Dewhirst has used the re- 
cession to squeeze ever higher margins 
and profits out of the famously cut- 
throat business of supplying Marks & 
Spencer. The result has been a share 
price that has outperformed the rest 
ot the textiles and apparel sector by 
nearly 680 per cent in the past five 
years, even after yesterday's 3p 
downtick to 186p. 

.•That reaction in the shares was a lit- 
tle perverse in view of another crack- 
ing performance from the group in the 
year to 12 January. Pre-tax profits up 
3fpcr cent to £22Jm were in line with 
market expectations and came after a 
year in which rivals have blamed strong 
raw materials prices and the hot sum- 
mer for less than sparkling results. 

It is hard to pin down a single fac- 
tor for this performance other than 
simple good management, which is 
something of a surprise in a company 
stijl dominated by the founding family. 
Including the honorary president, 
tficre are still four Dewhirs Is on the 
board and the family controls a quar- 
ter of the equity. 

iBut sentimental considerations did 
□<3t prevent Dewhirst reorganising its 
UK manufacturing base early on in the 
recession, a move which has stood it 
ini- good stead. While others, notably 
leading M&S supplier Coats Viyella, 
an^ only belatedly attempting to source 
more clothing offshore, Dewhirel’s 
overseas manufacturing operations 
have allowed it to undercut the com- 
petition and win market share. 

With over 13 per cent of the market 
supplying M&S. it is reckoned to have 
narrowed the gap with second-placed 
Courtaulds Textiles to around one 
percentage point in 1995. Continued 
sales growth at last year's rates - 12 per 
cent in ladieswear and 15 per cent in 
menswear - should have Dewhirst 
snapping al Coats 20 per cenl-odd shore 
before long. 

The group’s expansion overseas is be- 
ing stepped up thjsyear. After two years 
holding capital expenditure at just 
over £8m. the budget for 1996 has 
jufripcd. to between £14m and £15m. 
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with most of the money earmarked for 
new plants in Morocco and Indonesia 
to replace existing third-party sources. 
Dewhirst sees nearly all its future 
sales growth being met by overseas sup- 
plies, which could mean 50 per cent of 
the business being sourced from out- 
side the LffC by the year 2000. 

Given the continuing fight for sales 
on the high street, (his greater control 
over a lower-cost manufacturing base 
may not help margins in the short run. 
But, after more than doubling from 
around 3 per cent five years ago. the 
margin story is not over yet at Dewhirst 
Last year saw operating margins rise 


Profits of £25.5in this year would put 
the shares on a prospective price/earn- 
ings ratio of 14. Still reasonable value, 
assuming M&S maintains its grip on 
the high street. 


speculation has driven the share price 
sharply upwards in the past few weeks. 


Hang on to Rees 
left in the cold 


another 1 percentage point to 7.8 per 
cent With raw materials prices stabil- 


ising, after rising between 5 and 7 per 
cent last year, the omens are good. 


If there is a bid looming for Yorkshire 
Electricity, nobody has told SBC "Whr- 
burg. The investment bank is thought 
to have reduced its stake recently to 
under 03 per cent 
As with the other three Rees still left 
on the shelf without an approach - East 
Midlands. Northern and London - 


Dewhirst Group : at a glance 
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More informed observers in the City, 
including SBC Warburg, have had a 
tough job explaining why. 

The most popular suggestion is that 
a bid for one or more of the four awaits 
only the verdict of the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission on the PowerGen 
bid for Midlands Electricity and the Na- 
tional Power bid for Southern. The 
likely bidders, according to this story, 
simply want to see the small print of 
the report before they make a move. 

The two bids were referred late last 
year and Ian Lang. President of Lhe 
Board of Trade, is due to announce his 
decision in the next few weeks. 

The only other big generator known 
to want a Rec. British Energy, cannot 
do anything at the moment because it 
is not to be privatised until June. It is 
questionable whether it could afford a 
Rec, even with the lower-than-expected 
debt level with which it is to be sold. 

The result of the inquiry and Mr 
Lang’s decision is likely to be irrelevant 
to any of the overseas bidders ru- 
moured to be still snooping around the 
Rees, because vertical integration is not 
an issue with them. Other foreign 
bids were cleared with alacrity last year. 

As for a counter-bid for Midlands or 
Southern, (be only sensible time to do 
that was soon after the references were 
made. The bid timetable would have 
allowed shareholders to reach derision 
point well before Mr Lang's pro- 
nouncement on the JbwerGen and Na- 
tional Power offers, an unbeatable 
tactical advantage. 

But as with many of these move- 
ments. the share price may be telling 
the right story for the wrong reason. 
The four remaining Rees are only mar- 
ginally less attractive than those that 
have been sold. 

Northern is often said to have 
spoiled the chances of a bid by giving 
away so much cash to shareholders, and 
raising its gearing. But the share price 
adjusts for that, so the mix of debt and 


equity should make do difference to a 
foreign cash bidder. 

It is more than likely there wil] be 
further bids. But the reason is the sim- 
pler one (bat these companies do not 
have the strengths required to remain 
independent distributors as domestic 
deregulation approaches in 1998. For 
that reason they are worth holding onto. 


Newcomer FI 
priced right 


Technology flotations got a rather tar- 
nished image last year as investors burnt 
their fingers on new issues such as 
MDIS and MAID. There are many dif- 
ferent aspects to the information tech- 
nology sector, however, and it would 
be wrong to tar FI Group, in which 
dealings start today, with some of the 
more blue-sky, speculative stocks.. 

The applications and facilities man- 
agement end of the market in which 
FT specialises is a reliable, predictable 
busines s , the quality of earnings it gen- 
erates is improving as contracts 
leng then and the market as a whole is 
growing fasL The driving force behind 
the growth in FI in recent years has 
been an increasing trend towards out- 
sourcing of information technology 
functions. Companies have derided that 
they are better off concentrating on 
their core activity and paying a spe cialise 
to run their computer systems. 

_ That should pave the wayfor a con- 
tinuation in the growth of FI’s profits, 
up from £ 13m m J993 to £33m in the 
year to April 1995. In the most recent 
interim period ending last October, 
profits increased to £2.1 m. 

There is no faulting the timing of FTs 
flotation, in the form of a placing of 7.9 
million shares at 235p a share. Over the 
past year the software and computer 
services sector has outperformed the 
market by a sizeable margin. 

On the basis of forecast Mming e per 
share of 113p for the year to the end 
of this month, the placing price rep- 
resents a pricq/earniacs ratio of 21. That 
puts the shares in the middle of the 
pack, cheaper than Capita, more ex- 
pensive than Logics. About right. 
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Workout: More emphasis is being placed on fitness 


Gym-birilding mania has 
swept the City in the last few 
years, particularly in the 
American investment banks 
such as Morgan Stanley and 
Merrill Lynch. The latter 
proudly boasts in the latest 
edition of the Securities & In- 
vestment Review that atten- 
dance at its in-house gym is 
up 57 per cent since 1993. 

As employee fitness is now 
deemed so important, how 
are the Brits faring? Accord- 
ing to the Review, Schroders 
has been holding aerobics 
classes for one 500-strong of- 
fice where the average atten- 
dance has been between six 
and 12. Schroders is also one 
of the most successful invest- 
ment banks in London. Is 
there a link? 


“Complaints are generally 
seen in a negative way, but 
acted on positively, they help 
improve service and turn a 
potentially unhappy client 
into a satisfied customer and 
even increase business." So 
claims Chris Lane, chairman 
of Time Manager Interna- 
tional, which makes personal 
organisers. Mr Lane is ad- - 
dressing the next Continuing 
Business Education meeting 
at Aston Business School, 
Bir mingham. 

The announcement from 
the meeting's sponsors. 

Grant Thornton, was titled, 
“A Complaint is a Gift" and 
was dated lApril. A 
spokesman insisted yesterday 
the timing was coincidental. 


UK's Funeral Ombudsmaiy. 
The report describes a 
hearse that shotlhrougba . 
town at 40 mpb while ignor- 
ing all traffic lights. 

One relative was sent to i 
the wrong funeral for some- . 
one with the same surname. 
Other complaints concerned 
undersized coffins, paupers’ ' 
graves and brusque funeral 
directors rushing through . 
ceremonies. “It’s a complete- 
ly unregulated business - 
anyone can set up a funeral 
business in their garage," 
Regina West, a dminis trator . 
of the voluntary Funeral 
Ombudsman Scheme, told 
Reuters. Since starting up in 
June 1994 Ombudsman Ge- ; 
offrey Woodroffe had re- 
ceived 96 complaints from 
the 600,000 or so burials that 
have taken place, a number 
he reckons will increase once 
public awareness of bis job 
grows. 

He offered compensation 
to only five complainants, - 
largely because half were 
agains t companies outside 
the scheme, 
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Rude funeral directors, 
ashes lost in the post and 
speeding hearses are just 
some examples of the bad 
service bereaved families 
have suffered, according to 
the first report from the 


The Government was due to : . 
publish the latest report 
from its Six Wise People yes- 
terday morning at 11 JO. The 
journalistic herd arrived on 
the Treasury’s doorsteps^n . 
time, but was kept waiting • 
until noon. withoat>e3plana : 
tion. Were they late dotting 
the i’s and crossing the.t’s af- 
ter the Easter break? A 
Treasury spokesman skid yes- 
terday evening: “There was a 
short delay in getting the 
document to the relevant 
door." He added that the . 
wire services had the report 
from eleven o'clock in a 
“lock-up." No doubt suitable ^ 
beverages were provided 
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London keeps its head as Wall Street sneezes 



The corrections on 
Hie -other side of the 
Atlantic were always 
likely to be more 
pronounced anyway 
because the bull run 
in equities has been 
; much stronger over 
there than here’ 


and London 

finJnrfrf® f 1716 eXteQt t0 «*«* British 
i aarke 1 ? tove succeeded in de- 
couplmgfrom those id the US was amply 

i S!12S? a 5. ed J a8ain ycstenky as the FT-SE 
u« responded to Monday’s sharp fall in the 

£SS «.^ poim *** * boads *”“% 

There are compelling reasons why Britain 
££“* ySf ? : Europe should not slavishly 
follow Wall Street. The corrections on the 
other side of the Atlantic were always likely 
to be more pronounced anyway because the 
bull run in equities has been much stronger 
over there than here. 6 

But more significantly, the US and Europe 
are clearly at quite different stages in the 
cycle. The evidence of economic improve- 
ment and not just on the jobs front, is much 
more apparent in the US. making the next 
move m interest rates there more likely to 
be upwards to counter an inflationary threat 
The Treasury’s Six Wise People - with the 
usual exception of Patrick Mmford - may 
t hink that the UK is also heading for a tight- 
ening in monetary policy. 

Bui yesterday the market preferred to 
concentrate on the less than compelling case 
for higher interest rates contained in the lat- 
est output figures which point to sluggish 
growth and the need for a cut if any thin g in 
the cost of borrowing. 

Moreover, there are electoral cycles as 
well as economic ones. It is looking increas- 
ingly unlikely that the Government will be 


able to hit its growth forecast of 3% this year 
while keeping inflation within the 15% tar- 
get range. 

The Treasury Panel says as much but faced 
with a choice between the two it points to 
the need to raise rates to choke off an incip- 
ient rise in inflation. 

It may be that the Chancellor Kenneth 
Clarke puts more store by his inflation tar- 
get than his growth forecast. But whether a 
Prime Minister with one eye on a vanishing 
Parliamentary majority and the other on 
electoral survival agrees is another matter. 

A further rate cut to accelerate growth at 
the expense of a gentle nudge upwards in 
inflation may be a temptation that Is too hard 
to resist. The outcome of the Tamworth by- 
election this Thursday may tell us whether 
the Government is in the mood to succumb. 

Labour sees light on 
media ownership 

T here are welcome signs from the Labour 
front bench that competition policy I 
rather than cumbersome thresholds and ceil- 
ings might guide an eventual Labour Gov- , 
eminent in the development of rules on 
media ownership. 

The Government’s current efforts to lib- 
eralise the media sector, which have fuelled 
a sharp share price rise among the affected 
companies, are far too complicated, and 
merely repeat many of the obvious mistakes 


horn the past Restrictions under the last bilk 
in 1992, gave rise to a range of legal wheezes 
aimed at getting around die rules. The same 
will happen again this time. 

Far better would be to use tough compe- 
tition policy to weed out near-monopolies 
and curb market abuses, leaving companies 
to get on with the business of building truly 
competitive media conglomerates. 

Toe effect of the current proposals on 
media cross-ownership is perverse. Two 
large newspaper groups are singled out for 
special treatment under the proposed rules 

- Rupert Murdoch’s News International and 
the Mirror Group, owner 43 per cent of the 
Independent Neither will be able to own 

I more than 20 peT cent of an ITV company. 

| But News International is unlikely to want 
any more TV - certainly not of the tradi- 
tional, terrestrial kind. Through BSkyB, it 
has already spent billions building a near- 
monopoly in pay-TV in the UK, where the 
growth rates far outstrip those in the com- 
mercial “free" TV business. Lacking the 
scale of a News International -which is part . 
of Mr Murdoch's $10 billion parent company 

— Mirror Group cannot afford to build an 
equivalent pay-TV presence from scratch. 
Ear easier would be to invest in an ITV com- , 
pany, providing it with a balance to its news- 
paper interests. But it will be constrained 
from doing so under the Broadcasting Bill. 

Much bigger companies, including Asso- 
ciated and Uni ted -MAT escape the cross- 
ownership limits, because their newspapers 


don't sell as many copies. This is far too 
crude a measure, however. Who is to say that 
the Daily Mail is not more influential than 
the Daily Mirror? Labour is suggesting a far 
more robust set of rules governing com- 
mercial activities - surely a better approach. 
In the first instance. Labour intends to pro- 
pose an amendment to the Broadcasting Bifl 
in the Commons, just as it did in the Lords, 
to raise the ceiling from 20 to 25 per cent, 
thereby freeing Mirror Group. 

This is unlikely to be accepted by the Gov- 
ernment But if Labour gets in expect a real 
change in the way media is regulated. Mar- 
ket concentration, and not artificial limits 
and thresholds, will be the acid test 

Ominously near a 
coup over pensions 

Tk Martin Broughton, the chief executive of 
IViBAi; along with other leading CBI fig- 
ures including Sir Richard Greenbuiy, is dose 
to pulling off an unwelcome coup over di- 
rectors’ pensions disclosure. They appear to 
be isolating the National Association of Pen- 
sion Funds in the argument over how dis- 
closure should be implemented. 

To recap on this arcane but important lit- 
tle debate. Sir Richard's report on top pay 
last year recommended disclosure of the 
annual increase in value of directors’ pen- 
sions, rather than the cash cost to the com- 
pany in pension contributions. 


Actuaries assumed that meant disclosing 
the capital value, which in the case of a large 
pay rise such as the 75 per cent awarded to 
Cedric Brown at British Gas would mean 
admitting in the company’s annual report to 
a multi-million pound benefit. Of the orig- 
inal participants in the Greenbuiy report, 
only the NAFF appears to be firmly com- 
mitted to the principle of disclosing capital 
values. 

The idea rang alarm bells not just m 
boardrooms and corporate public relations 
departments but also in government, which 
would face a renin of fat cat headlines as the 
election approaches. 

This would be a gift to Gordon Brown, the 
shadow chancellor, who made so much 
political capital last year out of directors’ pay. 
Not surprisingly, be backs disclosure of cap- 
ital values. 

The CRTs alternative is to disclose not the 
capital value but the increase in the annual 
retirement pension earned by a director dur- 
ing each financial year, a number that will 
rarely run above six figures- With the Stock 
Exchange likely to fall into line and the actu- 
aries themselves not as united as they first 
appeared, the game is nearly over. 

But shareholders, for whom the accounts 
are written in the first place, should not give 
up because this is an important issue of prin- 
ciple. Capital values are the by far and away 
the most meaningful disclosure when it 
comes to large future pension liabilities, and 
anything else is a fudge. 



FD steps 
down at 
Harrisons 


^ JOHN WILLCOCK 

A “personal disagreement" be- 
tween finance director Martin 
Anderson of Harrisons & 
Crossfield and the rest of the 
board resulted in him resigning 
yesterday “by mntual agree- 
ment" 

- “We agreed jointly that we 

- should part company," Har- 
risons’ chief executive, Bill Tur- 
can, said. A company source 
insisted there was no suggestion 
whatsoever of any impropriety, 
but that there had been personal 
disagreements in what was a 
“small, closely-knit manage- 
ment team". 

Mr Anderson’s total emohi- 
raents last year were £191,000. 
since be is on a two-year con- 
tract he might receive a pay-off 
of nearly £400,000. But details 
wffl only be revealed in the 1997 
accounts due next year. 

Mr Turtan was Harrisons’ fi- 
nance director before Mr An- 
derson and played a key role in 
his recruitment. 

Mr Anderson joined two 
years ago from a merchant 
banking background and was 
heavily involved in the compa- 
ny’s switch to acquisitions - it 
is expected to spend between 
£200m-£300m over the next 
few years. 

Company sources said the 
acquisition plans, which will 
focus the conglomerate od 
chemicals and timber, would go 
ahead despite the resignation. 

Harrisons’s shares fell 9p to 
148p yesterday. Analysis said 
that this was also the day when 
the company went ex-dividend. 

■ The grossed-up dividend was 
worth 6.75p. 


Consumer body savages watchdogs 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

The Consumers Association 
has called for a radical overhaul 
of “confused" utility regula- 
tion, including changes in leg- 
islation to give customers more 
rights. The association’s bard- 
est-hitting attack to date on reg- 
ulation emerges in a sub missi on 
to the Hansard Society and is 
a forerunner to the association's 
own review of the former na- 
tionalised utilities, due for pub- 
lication later this year. 

The report by the association 
argues that consumer protection 
should be the principal goal of 
regulation but that under the 
present statutory framework 
“this is dearly not the case". 

It criticises the extent to 
which it is left to the discretion 
of individual watchdogs to 
weigh the importance of con- 
sumers against promotion of 
competition and the ability of 
companies to finance core func- 
tions. The association demands 
changes to limit the freedom of 
regulators to depart from the 
objective of protecting con- 
sumer interests. 

According to the report: 
“The present legislative frame- 
work is characterised by a con- 
fusion between ends and 
means. While the development 
of greater competition within 
the utility industries is dearly 
very important, it should not be 
viewed as a goal in itself but as 
a mechanism for ensuring that 
firms face incentives to im- 
prove their efficiency and, 
through inter-firm rivalry, to 
pass such cost savings on to their 
customers." 

The association also attacks 
the regulators for lack of open- 
ness in their decision-making. 
It singles out Ofwat, the water 
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Jeers and cheers: Ian Byatt (left) of Ofwat was criticised while Don Cruickshank of Oftel won some praise 


industry regulator, for “not 
seeming to accept the legitimate 
need for independent scrutiny 
of its decisions on behalf of con- 
sumers". 

At the same time the associ- 
ation notes that Don Cruick- 
shank, the telecommunications 
watchdog, shows the strongest 
commitment to seeking out the 
views of the public. 

The association sharply crit- 
icises non-disclosure of infor- 
mation about utiltity companies 
on the grounds of commercial 
confidentiality. “We are ex- 
tremely concerned that exces- 
sive use of confidentiality daims 
is allowing operators to conceal 


practices that are against the in- 
terests of consumer and the 
public in general." 

A spokeswoman for Ian By- 
att, director general of Ofwat, 
rebuffed the association's views, 
saying that Ofwat made “huge 
amounts" of information avail- 
able and encouraged public de- 
bate. She added that it was only 
“right and pro peri 1 that com- 
mercial confidentiality be ob- 
served where it had been 
requested by the company. 

The association launches its 
broadside against a background 
of public dissatisfaction over 
boardroom greed in the priva- 
tised companies and a view 


that the consumer is losing out 
while shareholders are gaining 
handsomely. There has also 
been growing criticism that reg- 
ulation is based too much on in- 
dividual personalities. 

The Labour P&rty t .while ap- 
pearing unclear as to wbat it 
would do about the watchdogs, 
has made it plain the present 
framework would be unlikely to 
continue if it comes to power. 

The association wants .as a 
minimum in any future regime, 
that price regulation should be 
overhauled to force companies 
to reduce charges most in the 
provision of services where peo- 
ple have least choice. 


This would mean a separate 
price cap for residential cus- 
tomers and a means of ensur- 
ing that, through any cap, 
households pay only for those 
services they use and not to bol- 
ster investments that primarily 
help businesses. 

The association alleges that 
BTs average residential cus- 
tomers have seen prices fall by 
1 per cent between 1990/91 
and 1994/95 while business en- 
joyed a 20 per cent reduction. 
Tt warns: “Unless targeted price 
control is put in place, the ex- 
perience of residential telecom 
users is likely to be repeated in 
gas and electricity." 


In Brief 

• Apple Computer is thought to be on the verge of signing a pact 
to allow IBM to license Apple Macintosh operating system. In- 
dustry sources said that the deal would be similar to an agree- 
ment which Apple signed in February with Motorola. IBM was 
expected to bave the rights to sub-license the Mac system to oth- 
er computer makers seeking to develop Macintosh clones based 
on the PowerPC chip. An IBM spokesman declined to comment, 
but one source familiar with the talks said that the deal would 
provide “one-stop shopping" for companies seeking to clone the 
Apple Macintosh. 

• The dollar set a 25-month high against the yen. reaching ¥10835 
in European trading It also touched its highest level against the 
German mark, at DM1.4936, for two months. The move was dri- 
ven by growing expectations that US interest rates will rise fol- 
lowing Friday's report of a bigger than expected jump of 140,000 
in employment last month. The dollar's rise dragged sterling along 
on its coat-tails. The pound closed more than one and a half pfen- 
nigs higher at DM2.2761, and rose 0.3 on its index against a range 
of currencies to 83.9. 

• Japan's economy is still on course for a gradual recovery, the 
Economic Planning Agency said yesterday. But it warned that 
growth remains fragile, with consumer spending picking up only 
very slowly. The government's ¥14 trillion spending programme, 
announced last September, has been the main factor behind the 
recovery so far, the ERA said. 

• London's service sector saw business grow more quickly in the 
first quarter of 1996 than in any quarter since the start of the re- 
cession, according to a survey of some 250 London-based com- 
panies carried out by the London Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. The survey showed a record number of companies re- 
porting increased domestic business. 

There was also a big jump in business confidence with 68 per 
cent of companies expecting profitability to increase over the next 
12 months. 

■ Pho ne! ink said itsTfel-Me electronic information and commerce 
service had attracted more than 1,000 new business sites during 
March. New business sites in the first quarter of 1996 totalled 
230 compared with 1350 in the last quarter of 1995, an increase 
of over 60 per cent 

• Manufacturing orders in western Germany fell sharply in Feb- 
ruary, strengthening the case for a reduction in key official in- 
terest rates. Pan-German orders fell 1.4 per cent, driven by a 23 
per cent drop in domestic orders. Foreign orders rose slightly. 
Unemployment figures due today are expected to confirm the 
economy’s feeble state. 

■ Devro International is selling Devro America, its North Amer- 
ican collagen sausage casings business, to Nitta Gelatin of Japan 
for a total of S26m. The US Federal Hade Commission ruled that 
Devro had to sell the unit to maintain competition after its $1333m 
acquisition of Teepak. 


2 for 1 Lufthansa flights with 

131 destinations worldwide 
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T ake off for a spring break with 
The Independent’s great value 2 
for 1 flight deal. We’ve got 
together with Lufthansa, the award- 
winning German airline renowned for its 
warm and friendly service, reliability and 
quality, to give readers a superb deal on 
.flights to 131 destinations from the 
. Lufthansa global network, with depar- 
; turns from London, Birmingham, Man- 

• Chester and Glasgow. 

You can choose from a range of des- 
tinations throughout Europe, Asia and 
■ the Pacific, North and South America, 
Africa and the Middle East 
■ There are some superb prices available, 
with no increase in price if you are fra - 
effing from one of Lufthansa s regional 







^Many flights require a transfer on 
/ . 1 __ HestmaClOD, but 
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njuleto die chosen destination, but . 
route to the ^th most connections taking 

Frankfurt and 35 minutes 

in Munich. 0 f three nights in JEu- 

. Topsa^'mid five nights in IntercontmentaJ destination, 

HAW TO QUALIFY 

; ..Simply coumfour differently 
: theseven we will be publishing pnatedan Thtrre- 
‘ ' >;Campiete the ^^ atIon f f ° kenS and P send it to: Inde- 
X Fenton Basildon, Essex 
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ml 4 days,youwill receive ou T 

-.s*. .• ■••••• 




It. will contain your 2 for 1 flight 
voucher, a booking request form, 
booking conditions and flight sched- 
ule information. There wUl also be 
details of a special offer on Budget 
Rent-a-car, only available to our 
readers. 

HOW TO BOOK 

• Decide upon your 2 for 1 departure 
airport, destination and dates of trav- 
el. Fill out the booking request form 
in your information pack. Then post 
or fax your completed booking request 
form to Thiilfmders (ABTA 69701 and 
V0939), our appointed booking agent 
Yon will find full details of their ad- 
dress and fax numbers in your fulfil- 
ment-pack. No bookings or flight 
options can be made by phone. 
•Tiaflfinderewffl process your request 

and confirm if your favoured option is available, in which 

case Thulfindeis wifi reserve your flights. You will then 
.. have 5 working days to pay for yoor flights in full and 
, to surrender your 2 for I voucher. Final payment can 
be made by cheque or major credit card. 

• If your favoured option is unavailable 'fraUfmders will 
by to suggest an alternative. All bookings must be made 
at least 7 working days before your first departure dale 
to ensnreticket delivery. Flight tickets will be issued only 
afl^pajmeatfandsunaKi»ofyraff2&r 3 voucher. There 
. h no feaBy fo piowde tickets at the departure airport 
■V. • AHJrave) ro ust st ait no earlier than 22nd April 1996 
' and no later than 30th June 1996. All travel must be 
: . completed by 31st July 1996. 

. • IfyOu hhyeany queries regarding this offer, please call 
. ; tiwpromo&Hrsiquirffish^j&ie on 0345 252^2 between 



EXPLORE THE WORLD, DISCOVER LUFTHANSA 131 destinations to choose from 


WESTON EUROPE: Ankara, Antalya, 
Athens. Barcelona. Rate. Bologna. Copen- 
hagen, Fare, Florence. Geneva. Genoa, 
Gothenburg. Grit Hebinld, HerakSon, 
Istanbul, barer. Lire. Lisbon, Lyon, Madrid. 
Malaga, Ma rs cMe . M3an (Linate), M3an 
(Malpensa], Naples, Nice, Olbia, Oslo, Pisa, 
Rome, Ronne, Stockholm, Thwsalonika. 
Toulouse. Turin. Venice, Vienna, Zurich. 


EASTERN EUROPE: Almaty. Ashknbad, 
Baku, Belgrade, Bucharest. Budapest. Eka- 
terinburg, Katowice. Kiev, hfin sk, Moscow, 
Nizhniy Novgorod. Novosibirsk, Odessa. 
Prague, Riga. Samara. Sofa, St Petersburg, 
Tallinn, Tashkent, Tirana, Vinks, Warsaw, 
Zagreb. 

ASM/PACIFIC; Bangkok. Bering, Bombay: 
Delhi Den Passar, Ho Qii Minis Qcy. Hong 


Kong, Jakarta. Karachi Katmandu, Kuala 
Ltmpur. Madras, Manta. Nagoya. Osaka, 
Scad, Shangai. Singapore, Taipei, Tokyo. 

AHaCAMODIE EAST Abu Dh*L Aara. 
Adds Ababa, Afagondrh. Asmara, Bahrain, 
Cairo, CspeTmvn, Casablanca, Dsnsous, 
Dsiri, Harare, Jeddah, Johanne sb urg, Khar- 
toun. Kuwait, Lagss, Larmo, Nairobi, Riyadh, 
Sana, Tehran, H Ann "Kids, Windhoek. 


NORTH AMERICA: Adanta, Boston, 
Chicago, Dallas, Houston. Los Angeles, 
Miami, New York JFK. New»k. San Fran- 
cisco, Toronto. Vancouver, Wa sh ing to n 

SOUTH AMERICAS Bogota, Buenos 
Aires, Caracas. Lina, Medcn Cay. Quito. Rio 
de Janeiro, Santiago, Sao Paulo. 


Example Fares and Destinations 


* Terms andorautitfoos are as previously published. 


The flight prices shown 
are the cost 

Indep^nitntllndeptndent 
on Sunday readers will pay 

for two tickets using this 
offer. 


EUROPE: 

Rome 

Stockholm 

Faro 

Vienna 

Copenhagen 

Nice 


EASTERN EUROPE: 

Bucharest 
Prague 
Budapest 
St Petersburg 


ASlA/BMaFIC; 

Bangkok 

Delhi 

Kuala Lumpar 
Bombay 
Hong Kong 
Singapore 
Tokyo 


£899 

£699 

£899 

£699 

£1,059 

£899 

£1039 


SOUTH AMERICA: 

Buenos Aires £1,159 

Caracas £869 

Mexico City £729 

Rio de Janeiro £1,059 

AFRICA/MIPPLE EAST: 

Johannesburg £339 

Capetown £979 
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FT-SE 100 
3758.6 +3.0 


Investors back takeover favourites against Wall St 


taking stock 


FT-SE 250 

4377.1 -8.2 


FT-SE 350 

1891.7 +8.4 


SEAQ VOLUME 

619.6m shares, 
40,328 bargains 
Gifts Index 
92.27 -0.25 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share isles, pence 
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Shares contemptuously ig- 
nored Monday’s New York 
blues, managing to end a lack- 
lustre session with a smatter- 
ing of gains. 

Gathering fears that the 
next US interest rate move will 
be up rather than down, a 
prospect which prompted the 
Dow Jones Average to slump 
88.51 points, would, it was 
predicted, send the stock mar- 
ket tumbling. 

True, the FT-SE 100 index 
suffered an early, knee-jerk re- 
verse but sentiment gradually 
improved allowing it to dose 
3 points higher at 3,758.6. 

The stock market’s re- 
silience stemmed in part from 
the feeling that domestic rates 
are, in the near term, more 
likely to be influenced by Ger- 
man considerations than 
American. And Germany’s 
economic gloom could en- 
courage the Bundesbank to 
lower interest charges when it 
meets next week. 


Another round of specula- 
tive activity also helped the 
market to banish the US 
gloom. As befits a dull day 
when trading is slow some of 
the old takeover stories were 
dusted down and given yet an- 
other whirl. 

Schroders was firm as sto- 
ries swirled that Com- 
merzbank of Germany was 
about to buy the merchant 
bank with, for good measure, 
stockbroker Cazenove. It was 
enough to lift Schroders 1 vot- 
ing shares 30p to l,230p - 
against a peak of l,478p last 

year - and the non-voting units 

27p to 990p. 

British Gas was unit- 
ed with British P et ro l eum by 
the rumour mill. Gas i 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


Stock market reporter 
of the year 


a small flare, up 4.5p to 23? 

!p to 579-5p. 


as BP rose i5p r _ 

Yorkshire Electricity added 
12p to 869p as of a US 
swoop continued to circulate. 

ftarsoo, in a firm media sec- 
tor, gained a further 7p to 228p 


on break-up hopes but Thorn 
EMI continued to drift from 
last week's peak, retreating 
12p to l,778p. Reed Interna- 
tional improved 2Qp to L184p. 

Tales of possible share buy- 
backs and special dividends 
were another source of ex- 
citement. Renters, thought to 
be preparing a buy-back, 
firmed 95p to 766.5p; Great 
Universal Stores 12p to 696p 
and Associated British Foods 
4p to 407p. 

Amersham International, 
the health-care group, re- 
sponded to reports that 
Richard Lapthorne, finance 
director at British Aerospace, 
was to become non-executive 
chairman with a 26p advance 


to 965p. But the departure of 
finance director Martin An- 
derson from Harrisons & 
Crosfield clipped the shares 9p 
to 148p. 

Disposal hopes lifted WH 
Smith and Signet Under new 
chief executive Bill Cockburn 
Smith is expected to withdraw 
from a number of peripheral 
activities including its Our 
price music chain and its 50 per 
cent interest in the Do- it- AIL, 
do-it-yourself chain. 

And Signet, the old Rainers, 
has been edging towards the 
sale of its mam jewellery drains 
for some months and is 
thought to be on the verge of 
completing at least one dis- 
posal. Smith gained 13p to 


477 p, a 12-month high, and 
Signet rose 2p to 3 Ip. best lev- 
el for more than two years. 

Granada, meeting analysts 

today, drifted 3pio794p.lt w21 

be subjected to dose ques- 
tioning about the integration 
of Forte and its claim of a 
£100m profit enhancement. 
The proposed sales of un- 
warned Forte hotels and oth- 
er assets will also come under 
scrutiny. Granada is due to re- 
port interim results in June. 

The market’s preoccupa- 
tion with football was illus- 
trated by a 22p jump to a 3I5p 
peak by Manchester Utd fol- 
lowing the Easter results. But 
the growing threat of relegation 
to the second division dipped 
025p from Mffiwail to2Jp. Its 
hopes of blossom in g into a me- 
dia group are Kkely to be dam- 
aged if the dub cannot cling to 
its first division status. 

Analytical comments 
spurred’ chosen stocks. Klein- 
wort Benson added 3_5p to 


166p at MFI Rnuitnre and 
some of the banks were tide- 
led a few coppers higher by 
broker recommendations. 

Loniho edged ahead 3.5p to 
214p on talk Anglo-Ameri- 
can, South Africa’s biggest 
mining group, was near lifting 
its 53 per cent interest by 
buving shares from Dieter 
Bode, the German who runs 
the sprawling trading group. 
Avocet Mining, floated last 
week at 24Qp, fell 16p to 227p. 

Diploma, the electrical dis- 
tributor, held at 413p as 
NatWst Securities cut its prof- 
it forecasts from £288n to 
£25 -4m and £31.4m to £26&n. 

Atvis, the defence group, 
added 6p to 163p following an 
agency cross of SGJXX) shares 
at 161 Jp but virtual realit" 


n Shares of Waveriey Min- 
ing, which switched from an 
investment vehicle ton min- 
ing company last year; re-._ 

Tpiain short of friends at 91p. 

They have fallen from a 132p 
peak in the past yean 
w niinmc de Broe, the stock- 
broker; estimate assets - 
ranging from coal mines in 
Scotland to gold mines - in ; 
Australia - are 145p a sha re 
ami the group is nnderrai^ ~- - 
ued. 


group 

aaothi 


_ 5 p but virtual reality 
Superscape VR took 


ier tumble after last 

week’s profit warning, fallin g 
3Sp to 560p. Pan Andean, 
awaiting a Bolivian drilling re- 
port, recovered 9p to 75p. 


Chartfield Fond Manage- 
ment made its debut on the - 
fringe Ofex share market, 
d ip ping 5p to 85p- Formerly 
traded on the old 4.2 market 
Chartfield. run by Mark 
Flawn Thomas, takes In fbnr 
v nii trusts including the Wa- 
verley Penny Share Fund . 
which has led the smaller 
company trust section for 
three years. The trust was at 
one time run by Waverfay 
Mining. 
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business 


Treelances play key role in shaping brave new world 


"^Tow the Inland Revenue is jump- 
-L ling on the put-forcing band- 
wagon. Like companies, entire 
industries, local authorities and gov- 
ernment departments before it, the 
Revenue has started contracting out 
its work to the self-employed - only 
this time the «elf-etaployed won’t be 
paid for the extra work they do. 

Under self-assessment, which be- 
gins this month, millions of people 
will have to calculate their own tax 
returns, rather than expec ting cjyg 
servants to do it for them. 

Not that the Inland Revenue has 
ever worked out the tax bills for most 
people mtbe economy - employees 
all have their dues calculated by 
weary employers under the Pay As 
You Earn system. 

But the fact that the Inland Rev- 
enue is now expecting the self-em- 
ployed to do the same is a sign that 
they too have recognised the big 
changes taking place in the labour 
market as more and more people 
stop being •'employed 7 ’ and start 
working for themselves instead. 

Self-employment grew by a re- 
markable 1.2 million in the 1980s. 
Even despite the recession, the 
^□umbers of self-employed today are 
- considerably higher than 16 
years ago. Around one in eight of the 
working population are now then- 
own bosses. 

The Government would like to be- 
lieve this is evidence of a more en- 
trepreneurial culture in Britain these 
days, as the self-employed build 
their businesses and create jobs for 
others. 

Management gums such as 
Charles Handy suggest instead that 
we are watching the development of 
the companies and work patterns of 
the future, as highly skilled white col- 


economic view 

YVETTE COOPER 


freelances and sell their services to 
their former employe rs. 

The truth about the current 
growth in self-employment may be 
less glamorous than either would like 
to believe. Certainly there has been 
an increase in the numbers of pro- 
fessional and freelancing self-em- 
ployed who show little sign of ever 
creating work for anyone else. 
Around two-thirds of the self-em- 
ployed have no employees at alL 
Meanwhile 6 per cent of profes- 
sionals are now working from home. 
The publishing and media indus- 

‘The best, most 
professional 
workers are never 
available when you 
need them most 


tries are particularly suited to the use 
of freelances. 

Most book publishers are already 
employing in-house staff only to com- 
mission, supervise and co-ordinate, 
while their proof-reading, editing and 
indexing is done by freelances. 

National newspapers and televi- 
sion companies increasingly use 
freelances and short-term contracts. 


And they have cut their staff ac- 
cordingly. Professional skills from 
legal advice to economics to infor- 
mation technology are all increas- 
ingly suited to freelance work. 

The benefits to businesses who in- 
troduce these working practices are 
relatively obvious. Staff members cost 
the company in additional National 
Insurance contributions. 

Overheads- in terms of desks, of- 
fice space and equipment - all add 
to the bill. But the biggest benefit to 
the company comes through trans- 
ferring the risk that future work 
might dry up. 

When everyone is on staff, they 
still have to be paid in a lean period. 
In the world of contracting out, it is 
the freelances who have to go out 
scavenging for different contracts to 
keep the bills paid. 

So here is the new world emerg- 
ing - in certain industries at least 
Professional skills are bought in 
rather than employed. Highly skilled 
people are paid for their knowledge 
and their services rather than for tne 
hours they put in - an arrangement 
that is potentially extremely liberating 
for many professionals. 

Mr Handy paints a portrait of 
portfolio workers, constructing com- 
binations of contracts to suit them- 
selves. But it is not yet dear whether 
these new work patterns will turn into 
the long-term trends that Mr Handy 
describes. 

Many of these professional free- 


lances do not yet have a portfolio ex- 
istence. And even if individ uals 
manage to adjust and are happy with 
Lbese new arrangements there are 
longer-term problems in the indus- 
tries that have most whole-heartedly 
embraced freelancing so far. 

In an article in the spring issue of 
New Economy, Celia Stanworth de- 
scribes a detailed case study of free- 
lances in the p ublishin g industry. 
Interviewing 371 freelance editors 
proof readers and indexers, she 
finds that while many were women 
who had turned freelance on start- 
ing a family, most bad become self- 
employed following redundancies 
from publishing houses. 

And they were typically dependent 
on one main client, often their for- 
mer employers. In effect, many of 
them were doing the same job for the 
same company as before. Only now, 
their tax status, their security, and 
their place of work had changed. 

If these new freelances had re- 
tained the same bargaining power in 
the labour market, they should have 


been paid more for taking on the new 
risks themselves. Not so. Ms Stan- 
worth finds their hourly rate re- 
mained roughly the same as their 
in-house colleagues. Out-sourcing to 
freelances was simply a way for 
publishing houses to push real wages 
down, when faced with an over-sup- 
ply of qualified publishing profes- 
sionals. 

Imagine for a moment however 
that those freelance skills were sud- 
denly hard to come tty. A desperate 
editor with a deadline looming is 
forced to spend hours on the phone 
trying to find people with the free 
time and experience to do the work. 
The best, most professional workers 
are never available when you need 
them most. 

And should, heaven forbid, a cri- 
sis occur where a piece of work has 
to be revised at the last minute, there 
are no available staff wining to work 
all weekend to turn things around. 

Suddenly out-sourcing looks a 
lot less attractive. Sensible compa- 
nies wil] want to tie their best pro- 


Self-employed and temporary workers 
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Key sector: Freelancing is growing in the media industry 


1985 1988 ; 1987 1 1988 .1989.. 

fessionals in, to ensure they have a 
steady and reliable supply of high 
quality work. Contracts, retainers and 
even staff jobs all slip bade onto the 
agenda. 

Even in the publishing industry 
this sort of skills shortage may not 
be so far away. Ms Stanworth finds 
that three-quarters of the freelances 
she interviewed were over 40. a 
third were over 50. Most spent many 
years building up experience and 
contacts, working full-time in the 
publishing industry. 

In contrast, those without experi- 
ence who tried to break into free- 
lancing found it very hard to get 
work. 

Qearly, the publishing industry is 
revelling in a time-limited labour 
market phenomenon: over-supply of 
experienced professionals. But no 
one is providing the training and ex- 
perience for the freelances and port- 
folio workers of the future. 

Across the media it may not mat- 
ter too much if the next generation 
doesn't ever spend a decade or two 
acquiring experience with a single 
company. 

The skills needed may advance so 


1990 1991 193? 1?93. 1094 1895 , 

fast, that portfolio professionals will 
just update their experience with reg- 
ular courses and secondments in- 
stead. But the short- lermism and the 
problems for training revealed in the 
publishing industry are a good guide 
to why other industries have rejected 
the model entirely. 

Widespread out-sourcing is a far 
ay from the stakeholding companies 
advocated by economist John Kay. 
He describes successful companies 
as networks of loyal relationships be- 
tween suppliers, employees, in- 
vestors, managers and customers. 
The political enthusiasm for free- 
lancing is even more limited. 

Despite the obvious advantages for 
women who want to combine their 
work with family commitments, the 
growth of freelancing and temporary 
contracts are seen as the source of 
middle-class anxiety about job inse- 
curity. But the long-term prospects 
for the new self-employed will de- 
pend cot on the advice of politicians 
or economists, but on whether the 
training structures and the labour 
supply of the future make the use of 
freelances a sustainable business 
proposition. 
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Hungarian GP 

August 11 

Belgian GP 

August 25 

Italian GP 

September 8 

Portuguese GP 

September 22 

Japanese GP 

October 13 
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Check Lines 
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Results & 
Top 50 
Teams: 
0891 891 
807 

Calls cost 39p per 
minute cheap rate. 
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French have new clear Classic hope in Tahiti 


AFFIDAVIT 
fow-year-otd cob . 
by Affirmed mu of Narwah 
Progressed into a smart stayer 
last season, winning four races 
including a Group 2 at Long- 
champ and Group 3 over Dear- 
ly two miles at Deauville. Only 
seventh behind Celtic Swing in 
the Prix du Jockey-Club and 
fifth to Oasric Cliche in the St 
Leger, but can improve further 
and become a contender for 
races like the Ascot Gold Cup. 
( Trained by A Fabre for Sheikh 
Mohamm ed) 

ASHKALANI 
three-year-old coll 
by Soxiet Star out ofAshtarka 
Unbeaten half-sister to Prix du 
Cadran winner Shafaraz. Won 
Longchamp maiden in Octo- 
ber and impressed in landing 
the Group 3 Prix Thomas By- 
ron at Saint-Cloud the follow- 
ing month. Should stay beyond 
a mile and is expected to prove 
one of the Aga Khan's best 
three-year-olds. (Trained by A de 
Royer- Dupre for Aga Khan) 


AVOTRE SANTE 
three-year-old filly 
by Irish River out of Mri Jermey 
Burst on to the Classic scene 
when easily winning a listed 
contest at Saint-Cloud by six 
lengths last mouth. Referring to 
her 1992 1,000 Guineas winner, 
her trainer describes A Votre 
Sante as “Hat oof Mark TWo" 
Could run in the 1,000 Guineas, 
although the French equivalent 
is more likely. Her gran dam, 
Mrs Penny, won the Prix de Di- 
ane and Prix VermeiUe so 
should gel further than a mile. 
< Trained by Mme C Head for 
Marshall W Jermey) 

CARLING 
four-year-old fiUy 
by Garde Royale out of Corraleja 
Did The Independent's French 
12-to-follow proud last season 
in landing the Prix de Diane and 
Venn dll e. Returned with a sat- 
isfactory second to Valanour in 
the Prix d’Harcourt at Long- 

champ on Sunday when firm go- 
ing was against her. (Trained bv 
Mme C Barbe for T Yoshida) * 




2JjO Double Park 
240 Bold lop 
3JO To The Roof 
340 Santfflana 


HYPERION 

4JU> Express GSft 
440 Lost Lagoon 
SJjO MuhtacB (nb) 


7 DOtffltE (The Mttfctram ftirfneefrpj M Jofinssan 8 9 IWmmt4 

8 RXXJSH RIOTS Items tote) QOtttyfB 9 A0 d|^b(I)7 

-8 [factored - 

BEnWfe 9-4Prtoca Of Pariuw,ll.4Dort*-Pte 7-2 OwaW Fitacan; 9J Bc*» A«e«v S-l n* 
Bae Hah, 9-1 Fraud Native, UK1 Tha Gay Rm, 20-1 FboMsh Ffcjttor 
IB95: Ramater 2 9 0 J Canofl 15-8 (J Bary) 16 ran 

FORM GUDE 

PRINCE of PwtKHs is from a statue which has had a couple ot juvenile winners this sea- 
son and the selection, by 1981 GUncrecfc hero Firi Bttem out of a W i n d jamm er mare, should 
be able to go a bo. Marx Johnsuxrs Doable Park B by MidcSe Park wvmer and Two Thou- 
sand Gumeas runner-up Lyaus out of a mare by Canzig. Reg Hotoshaad, who «on wUi: 
the juvenile Lawful find at CattancK last month, are the DanehiB My DanahDPrvicam and 
W3S*» Ryan teams up tor his oM guvTwr on thts one. David Evans, whose Weet Ees GW lara- 
ed the DMO-year-old race at Notdn0wm last weeK tuns ttie vtaored Bold Mrtcan. Mich Eeat- 
arty's H» Bae Man , a son of Superpower, and Bonn McMohuTG Tha Gay Rax, by Neuter 
So BaU, are bred for speed. S el ection; PRINCE OF PARKES 

| 0 An \ MARKINGTON SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3£00 
added lm 4f 60yds Penalty Value £2JA2 

1 320HXV- WUJ*0inH WW pgg) (yaron SpWaj M Dods 5 9 lfl ICmoISfi 

2 60323-0 GOODBYE WILE (6) (D) (KMeynrt) J £j«696 Often (3) 10 

3 02040 AtMUMDO(USA}(l])<D)(RFlgg0JMB5^98 ROoferosG 

4 QTW561 BOLD HBSUTCUJ Wfl>) (RJWa®JR0fietBtl 798 KMIoaS 

5 40500- GYMCHAK HBW (142) KymoteriMElI ftsongCUrt G Hata»s4 98 1 Mtawr 17 

B OOOCWO- MBKHBi(Zaaj{C}IHsDIHe()RRsher597 KMq>13 

7 632350- MGH AQHM (USA) (223) (Mm Run* tfegjet feted thonpjon 4 9 3..-P Fevey (5) IB 

8 031-006 CAN SfE CNN CNN (U) <4 W Rottwon) C SnWi 4 8 12 IFwrinsU 

9 22000-3 B0LDWPfll*(f*5QMZSpW4BIWiwB4B12 MFertool 

ID 060/- m A NW MAN (709J (Aten Grows UD C 5mlh 5 8 10 AOtew2 

11 030612- WOCH WaO(U4}mwVVaeriMef5DRacf€CSuOia*Jones7810 _NM*amlA 

12 334360- BEMOtflWff (365) ftte H E Bare A Mrs D E EttwdBl 9 HoteSwU 4 8 7 F lynch (5] 9 

15 322460- ramiE S0PW (221) IMt Maween Hanton) M Bmv 5 8 6 PRrt*ncn4 

14 130050- DMS Dffi (211) (J M Kflttneyl J Bradw 7 8 0 «* Hswy (5) IS 

16 1-38325 COWHTS IBBSND (13J W (Ovate* HaMnp Lirvadl J Botarrtey 6 8 0 J.CbModi8 

16 40034a LB(US(19QfManaa States UnaaDRMtems 880 BBanknlU 

17 40422a DOWT CRY (HU) (Don Enrico hasa) Don Em» Ircea B7 10 RnWdar7 

18 60654-0 SYIWW CaBRAIWH (7) (J S S oMet J Go Xfc 5 7 10 I«tea3 

tfwium wage m lORx True Aandcap aetfite Oont Oy 7*f 5ft Rfiarj Cetebraten^l^^ 
BEtmtCb 7-2 BoU Pasutt, 5 Goodbye HBe, 102 BoU T Qp.B-1 

Ranmttaot, ComteOv lafend, 12-1 Dots Dee^k Hawn, Po»«e Sophie, 14-1 Doirt fty, taws, 
VWmfli Lady. 16-1 Can She C» Can, Gymqrak Here, 2M. altera. 

1995: Merry Uermad 5 8 5 K Falon 7-2 0 F BofflxrteyJ 17 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

BOLD PURSUIT comes here is as good form as any, having non a simitar ewreat 
ley by more than wo fenffhs 11 days ago. 
reel In 1994 but was disqualified *r the last 

Top (beaten almost four lengths m third and 8to baterofl). tWH teCTd cm S lia caa t am 
(also 8tb omen and last months SouihweW scorer 

Goodbye Mme has a gMd winning record, mainly In daVners, and wU Oesnarper fcrnar 
ww ir Mussertush nm behmd Wleman - her first smee ^ 

banaz at Reocar - Adataaldo etfldh. Comtort Legend s fit from aU-weather acto r and 

comes from John BonomAy^yanl urftorwwdwwWrMenyMeTr^^tMteon.^^ 

has n« raced on rhe Rat since 5epteT*« hut wll ato befit hiM^ruiwondteiwd 
A3 Taft No Arson o«*r hurdles at Foltestone last onto. ^ 

HtenshaatTs stable in farm, ooiid & wen. scUvahhl bulu ruresun 

ns-sTT] FOUNTAINS HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,^0 added 6f Penal- 
j 3L10 1 tv value £5716 

f i ' nnezn. iMUt LBMS 1174) (Q (D) (Mt Ann lawsi A Jams 4 10 0 ■- ■ ■■ — K (7) 2 0 

1 IK25CO- r* rj*, ffi II it-iwrvwl f 9 1 1 JICurtraneB 

2 34212-0 ALRSrm "2 St£ 2T « « n - K tore 7 

3 Iffioafr MUSKAL SEASON (24g (P P Sadfi ' t Bam "* . r ZT<e 

.4 60600-4 Pg n ^ f^^[°?^ | ^^^ r y«Cini^Pftaaie794 WRyoo24 

5 0CB21O I — a 

6 OCXB-53 TIBI BBWWtJgg , JFortnS 

7 500006 ‘ K 4 9JlL! C7tegw<5)5 

8 3U550 ICml22 

9 05504a WVWjod.2 

10 131400 8tSD0NCBll»Clflimmn7«e™»S™^ 9 _ XUnS 

U 2 «ooao Bactoe qs) m (r{ *v n ^ a} r»Q ana»zs 

12 101Z34. MBW.19 

33 01220 BLESSWBWPBSI^^CWO (A6 BMgw — J ? Gffcdl 

15 4-15111 SUf g BBC SDnwe(3)4 

16 006a 13 NCamanaalS 

n. 113500 MONT* tw 5B 2 C tore 17 

a.wxsa ru your ift-wis 

,a 500000 NCAAL ffBWtfU W ® ^ Pa&MW M Camacho 8 7 U LCtemoeA 14 

3*hwb. noroan «ra is bm is 

■3^ 20000-0 BWGtPW(iaiMi5a^N^R=^ 4 ^Drw*oas57U_FI*ortDnl2 


7 a ». wot OCanrtBjam. 
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,'l^ZLc, tobeald. 16-1 Aooojw, rm roau^i 
1895t Maa0te touch 5 9 ID J C*™* 9,1 u B0 "^ 23 IBn 


Matt Chapman on this season’s cross-Chan nel challengers 

ignore the french at yorurjieriLIn Che last three - wexcCwnraers lew«l.faiS^rteaxDhaixd, 

seasons they have won 72 »f the 22l .Group <h« yrith the leading Arab owsters coDri^lo^ to j K 
races in Emope at a strike-rate of over 3Z per . iT(mi^C^'itfDy:st^es,ri^Fire»cfah^cT^ 
Dps, ASHsoa^hbefling on GdsyeaFS British Clas- chattce of iinproThtg ra tJhat tally. Bilire^ vridi 
sns Is dominated by the home,trained Iwri^ ' U Grtwp Oopwinsfe IS^domiratts the tri- . 
WbaarOi mid;Bosra_Shaiin, r Cdric Swii% heUlit ' : 1ng ranks, Jwd Oiere-jsa kboqgrin^d-iGn^ Ci$ 
drsaarly kxftypercb in. 19S>Syet was loppledln qnetteHead 1 &I996 taxing and JohaHamriona 
fee 2,00Q Giifa e a 8' by Attdtf JFlahrie^ P ehn e k aq ^p. - looathan Peasc, Alain de RiDydThque and £ & 
BTe, a Jot^ with Sunshack and Cbtaokt* Rose f JMlondieatre abo tobe feared in ffic nah narti 


CBELDEFEU 
three-year-old filly by Blushing 
John out of Northern Trick 
Third on only juvenile start in 
a good Longchamp maiden. 
Held in high regard and should 
make mark in useful company 
over a mile and a half this sea- 
son. Comes from a quality fam- 
ily- dam was second to Sagace 
in the 1994 Arc - and has an 
Oaks entry. (Trained by J tease 
for S Niarchos) 

DARK NILE 
three-year-old colt 
by Rh’erman out of Ixtapa 
Like A Votre Sante, Dark Nile 
could hardly have scored in bet- 


ter fashion on his seasonal de- 
but when landing the Listed Prix 
de CourceUes at Longchamp 
last week. “He has both stami- 
na and speed and is the perfect 

S je for the Prix du Jockey- 
ub," his trainer said. ( Trained 
by Mme C Hea d forKAbduUah) 
HELISSIO 
three-year-old colt 
by Fairy King out of Helice 
Unraced at two, Helissio has 
made a big impression on his 
two starts this season, landing 
a maiden by 10 lengths at Eviy 
last month and then defeating 
Arbatax by four lengths in the 
Group 2 Prix Noailles at 


GOING: Good. 

■ Right-hand course. A sharp track with H g tn bends 

■ is c^ pf ibe ci'y on B63G!:.. ADMlSSaON: C2ub S12: Tjaursufls SB- Sfl- 
vre Rug S4; Course 12 (accompanied under- 16s free afi enclosures).. h*tt PARK: Car 
and up la four occupants In course enclosure 68; remainder free. 


W1TH “WNNBHS* H Cod - 18 wtaners bum 34 rmmm at a 
re*55? to “ 11 to* 1 **** U +M.70; J Berry - 10 wtnnm, 120 nm- 
na^lSM.-as.HS: MJota atoe - 14 winners, 80 nmnere, 17S%, +SI7.00; J GkMden - 
J j, 43 rurewra. ^5-6%, -iP.06; M Stoutc - 10 wfimeis, 42 runners, saBIL, +S0JI& 

??'12* Sa f?« 0w,nDcre * lSl l64,fc - ■^.14.10; PHaalam- 8 winners, 70 nunas, 

JJ.Wk +51135. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Darter - 30 winners. 1 48 rides, 20.3%, -S0S3; WByan-17 
wlnnos, ■ I rides, 239% -i 1 0.20: J Weaver - IG winners, 73 rites, 219%, +517.44: E 
Cortraae - 14 wmners. 58 rides, 24.1% +SJ9.61; N Coanonou - 1 1 winners 95 rides, 
11.GV-S22.43: JCarroB- 11 wtnnera, 97 rides, ii 3% -44.32. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS; Pip'. Dram (4.10) won at Leister bsi April; To 
The RooT (1 1 Oi won at Hussefljuigh bat ApriL 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Hubtufl (6.10) sent 273 miles from J Dunlop’s Arandel a* 
hie in West Sussex. 


B3FSM WELTER MADBN STAKES (CLASS D)£5P00 added 
2YD 5f Penalty Value £3^453 

BOLD AHBCAN p Uclcney} P Bens 9 0 KMtanS 

FWNCCOFPABKES (Joeaph rider) J Berry 90 TCrerat3 

PROUD NATIVE (L Fust) A Jsne 9 0 ITUel 

IRE BS MAN (Bee Haiti Lbfi M WEamty90 MeawouB 

IK flffif FOK (G Wtbteri B UcMihor 9 0 Store 8 

DAIEnL PRHCESS (J D GahanO R HoBndieBtl 8 9 WRya2 


THE SCY1MAN. who has not raood s*x» a credltabfe faunh of five to TedbunowatSandown 
last July, is unfftefr' to tiS tlirouch I** of fitness. His stable won e 2Q-nmner sprint riand- 
icap with Canoras Heart, who was also making hts reappearance, at Whmfcfc on Monday 
and Tha Scjntuan htmseif was a flnt-time up Mnner last term - melting most of the nm- 
nlng to coma home by two lengths over cousa and cteisne a year a@>. He went m 
over the tnp here In May, ftHkming with a second to Mtdwuh Cuctoo - also at this track, 
dederea Led was successful at Doncaster, Ajntefract and Goodwood tn 1996 and must 
go on the shonfen tototfng his opening fourth of 21 to fouMength scorer Ando at Don- 
caster, where Tier end last week* th roe l e n g th Mussedutfi winner 7b Hie Roof dead- 
teatad brWhthree parts of a lengh aw^r. Pontend, Bracong M Lad, Anonym and Htfitooni 
were tuithw m arrears and Reg Hoftnsheatfs runnw should again acme out best at those 
who contested the Town Moor event. Al Rent . an Irish acquisition now In Mlety Kammontft 
yard, stayed on to finish seventh of 24 when botfly drawn In the Lincoln and the return to 
spdnUngshoiidnr prove too much of an ^convenience. S«e*r Bens has been ki fine fonn 
with three afi w ea t h er wins baton) his Csttenck rema n j* a fortnflfll back but he is up 9B> 
lor that. Banana, who won at TTurskin May end finished seventh of 29 behind Royale Fig- 
urine in the Ayr Gold Cup - Pelaceagfie Touch and French Mt tenth and 21st - wffl be 
stte^w tor his Newcastle run two weeks eg*. SatocOon: THE SCYIH1AN 

PS~Mn\ GALPWBT STAKES (CLASS C) £2?50 added 3VO lm lfPenal- 
tv Value £SD03 

1 103- COTDIE BLUFF (179) [P W Danto-NyBnl PChapob-Hjan 94 RHai«a(5)4 

2 52165-4 DOUBtE DMM0iV> PR (Ttur 2ni MdJersm Pamathpl M Julian 0 2 __ J Wsavre 2 

3 31- SAfORlANt(USA)(Ua)(SheMiMahBimd)iGosilai92 OMadl 

4 S2r SUmtmtSalrVgKmal0aay%mePmnaa»JFanlaiee7 OfterireoS 

-4decfcmd- 

BEITMto 1-2 Seadtaac 7-2 Stete, 9-2 Coyote BML 81 Doolie Diamond 
1995: TonenOBi 3 9 2 L Damn 4-7 (J H M Gotten) 7 wi 
FORM GUDE 

SANTttlAHA had SatredayS Kempcan scorer Dombeythreequartaisol a length behind when 
third a! 23 behnd Asar Place In a hot-togkmg maiden on his introduction at HQ last Sep- 
tanber. John GoGderfsH Gran Senorccit went on to win Ms OT^BOb se Qirent start, at Mus- 
satou^i the following month. Satate won on her debut at Fbfitastone last September and 
was nine Icn0he deer of the th*d when finding tnchrorymraequartBrs of a length too good 
in a tour-runner race at Hqydoch die fbOowtogmomh on his orfly other outing. Coyote bmt 
comes fram Peter Chappte-Hyam* yaid, which has made a bright start to the season. The 
Fayrut gay, a tor-time winner at the San Skp last May, was unplaced at Goodwood next 
time but ran th*d to Ultra Barley at Wbftrerhampton on his only other appearance. Double 
Diamond won three times last year, twice at aO-weather meetings, and wffl be the better 
for his fourth to Le Sporiat Wotvertnmprori bstrrxxvh. Setactfos SANIU1ANA 

\ A in i STUDLEY ROYAL HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,250 added 
lm 4f 60yds Penalty Value £3^096 

1 022300 OAKBURf (20) (TDWMfe C G Raong Ckb] Mss L SddM 4 9 ID IWoMr8 

2 2-51661 FORZAffl (9) (LtJ (MsJudyHiS) J(7NBdl499 SDVWnfi 

3 OOQtaa EXFHES8 GBT (175 CM HomejH ftunrf) Arnold) Mis U (taetey 7 9 8 AMnoe7 

4 0U13-14 ASHOUHt (88) (CD) (BF) (Tmotty Q») T Bantn 698 HMhm3 

5 0524-02 OCT5WyH)WBjC0ME{20)|Cn)|J*SBBeCM K^«les4 93 MBaW(5]ll 

6 CHAB4&- BOHOJRE (25(fi (C) OWp Dhes) Us A Naugbon 5 9 1 1 tool 5 

7 10353a HA5niAMSn(15q(ta})KHDdatoUWtoDstyBB13 IWcGtorenS 

8 130-501 PP8 DREAM (G) ID) (PE tan) M Ryan 58815a) WQwsnl2 

9 651244 M)UOMIBIK(to(R]UMWieteS}4SBMHig485 NCarfhri»4 

10 008803 l»HlimWlJ8Qctto| idwi-wAi* jqteal 

J1 OQOOOO. 8nCMUZE(Z77}(Msl>enB9iMti)KBuite481 TMa2 

12 0GO4F LOSTBS (G8B) 0( ftn) M Dock 5 7 12 1- iwi— win 

Iwilil ' : : 

BETTING: 44 Rtfs Drew, 02 For a*. 54'&fiMMs tet Ol Outshwed Wnicoow, 7-1 Aatevre, 
lOl Kaap BaUteft IWte Cmolre, 1M. BnwJfto, Hreta tatiMa, M40*M«y, 2G1 Mtare 
1995: EttSUM Desl0i 3 9 7 K Dartsy G1 IMK M Rtofeyi 7 nn 
FORM CUBE 

PR'S DREAM praMdedWBe Carson with a rare 16-1 wtmw when srorrmig heme by Tax 
lengihs over this trip at bcicaster last Thursday and Mck Rjarfs mare can day a 5» penal- 
V- Frezalr has won tw*e at Southwell, In Jarauiy and last nwreday, and escapes a pertaf- 
^ becaure that IMbsi success was In an apprenticed want. Mhomr also went hi at SouthMO 
in January- ty sh lenghs - but could manage only fourth ol 11 behind M* Mortarfy whan 
7-4 tovouma than the foUowtng month after taaefing briefly five flfkmp out. Bcprasa OMt, 
who hoe been hwBtag. ran a credtaHe thbd of 18 to Secret Sendee at Pontefract last Oc- 
tober and should not be tor away. He represents May Reveiey. whose Executive Des^i 
took (he oorresponitngpnrel2 months ago. ftrtstajwd tVetoome, str Jengms dear of ths 
rhnd when beaten a lerjgsh and a quarter by Haya Ya Kafaan in the operwig race at Oon- 
casffir. should have nothing to fear from Oakfanry (14th). Selection: PVS DREAM 

ns~7K7 6RANTLEY MAIDEN STOKES (CLASS D) £5^100 added lm 
Penalty Value £3J94 

1 45- AMUM(1911(WfiraBl)UnMftetey4913 XDarisy9 

2 23- BAKHtS* GDE (USA] (327) C9wM MaiammetO J Gredan 4 9 13 1 Carol 7 

3 a BOSTON ROW (278) IMnPW fete P Hare 4 9 13 « fed 12 

4 mm- CNPDUN 0UD7 (7BS} (D E &IK) C Snvei 7 9 13 KRMIarU 

5 05 CUnHA HU. LAD (BO) (Ite Maasi C Mn^i) J Bra»jy5913 T Muw 5 

6 LERR0UHF(Nqa)nidSleni)JBretey5913 S0rewBB(3)2 

7 4- LOST LAQ00N (USA) (245) QtAbrUa) H Cad 49 13 FBtEAtey4 

8 6- NORDKK IEGBO (UQIUs E G Jn^wnl kks D flumui 4 9 13 0 Pm (3) 15 

9 304-0 BOUSB (USA) (U3 (A A BbOOWcU D iwchofe 4 9 13 8Ma*nU 

JO SQU«B»N»Wf0iteElAalJP!MW4 913 RCodnHB 

11 43634a IIAAL (USA) (201) (Matfln DsrnsCa^ Stakb) M Harnoiond 4 9 13 WRyw* 13 

12 LADVOFLBSURE(USA)(MnAmaL5anOsrtMa JCBd498 .TIM 11 

13 2 POLM5SO (20) (BHCShBMi Mohammed) B Ffe 3 8 12 M Ms 6 

14 RCCARIDN ftor«n MacPhecwil P Caker 3 8 12 HBktb3 

15 6B- ANT COUUR (UQ (Ctirtstbn Reaer) M Canacho 3 8 7 LOuraoekM 

IB 0& FAnrwiNestiai) (LCkP AESparoW Mo J Ramsdai387 KFtecel 

-IB defend - 

BETTING: 04 Lost Lagoca, 11-4 Bakers' Bata, 7-2 FoBpem, 12a A opfrG. 16-1 La Owcnit 
20-1 Hoxtoc Dock, Lady Of Utart. Ho«W*», TBaal, 33-1 otfcert 
1995; Ludy ft 3 8 12 J Waawr 108 (L M Curert) 18 ran 
FORM GUDE 

He«y Cecil, off the mark tor the season wnh Ma^Kficem Style at Kempsnn on Monday, tat 
take this wrth IDST LAGOON. The towrman oott, half-biother to many wtonars mdurfng 
Over The Ocean (Free HanrScap) and Quretdaty, has had just tha one race, finishing a gjod 
fourth of IB to Fotydamus at Sendown last August. He is Pat Bdderys only ride at the meet- 
ing. Bakers' Gate , another Hjpttiy raced four^wf -old, ran Mezaan to a length on hs de- 
but at Doncaster last May and finUiad a length and a half thbd of 18 to Hoh Express at 
Nawbuy tan days aftiwards on Iks orfly other appearance. PoRdcsso went rtf towuite 
when making hte debut at Doncaster and was beaten a coupie of lengths by Insiyabi alter 
leadtrs briefly approaching lha tortongpoie. Selectio n : LOST LAGOON 


SAWLEY HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^250 added 3YD lm 2f 
Penalty Value £3437 

BCRGV MAN (189) (A J Henrknon) M Dods 9 7 I Cam* 13 

NOE NO BOUNDS {132) OtidfiM %dng M Jcim9Hl9 7 IWnremrB 

UUHDU)I (£73) ytaoxtsnAI MaUKUTD J Dmcp9 7 W Canon 4 

SIMQEBIC PUJT (2Q(Me H M Can] Ms J Ftonaden 8 13 K Mon 10 

ntWTOM HAZE (1B2) Ms Jim Itocgsafl Uss S M 8 12 KDadeyM 

IMRSA3CU (1SQ (M Gkeson) M CarnadD 8 6 Iton McKamre 2 

FORGE (17fl (MS Jans Jfc'fesffllJ p CaWer 8 4 MBftdil 

IWXTS DB> (lamMBqn ^en) C VH 8 3 flOuBaMB 

SnifKtBIBir(lB) Ms Am tew) A Jam83 IWb7 

OMELREID UWE P3B) fit FauMteGtoam) A Kanscn 8 1 IFamtagll 

OHOMDE) p7) Farm RaorgStetes) E Alston 7 11 IQfenB 

mag/ P» HK (U5A) gar) gww fe na uifl mb j fetadan 7 id -jiK oMUyi s 

^M^EWRHOR (203) (M KSto^r&ASurt M Carnadn 710 J-Ckaneck 12 
SASSEm (ISO) Ms Ctnm Camln) N Tinter 7 10 KtelMkr3 


Ply, 74 nation Haza, M Eaergy 
id, 1S-1 Btarty Part. 20-1 rtban 


cmunmEwi 


1 406- 

2 332156- 

3 040a 

4 5000 

5 60046- 

6 005- 

7 ooa 

S 050 
9 630004 

ID 50000 

11 053 

12 0500 

13 0000-0 

14 600 

15 05000 


MMrrun mtflc TalOb. Tim bendbqp nctficBBSs 
BETTING; 94 ItoMadL 02 Nosa Ns Beaada, Un2 
Mae, 104 Oidatoad, 14-1 koto Daed, Spltet Lm 
1995rStomly3 9 7LDatea 7-10ABattng) 14 on 


MUHDUH,ahhoughur9lacedffibrth races after Ns Ascot fourth u Mood/sCatln Augjsl. 
looks g»d enough awn raider Joint top wa&x r his tot handicap. He hafls from John 
Dunlop's yen), so shndd be ft enough- Noaa No Bounds deserved he Wotverhompton win 
last Sepunber, haingbeen (dated in ne three previous outings end he could pose a threat 
desp&s toshlng ora of the fiame In Ns last on Stans. Sbatetfc Ptey will be sharper for 
her Doncaster race and lorts batter than stablematfl Etterby Park, while n rentraa Haw 
did not run bartywhe fourth to Oystal Rafis at Doncaster last October on Ns penultimaiB 
stan. . S el ect ion; UUHTAD 


RACING results 



SOUTHWELL 

. - -2J0C 1. GREEK NKSHT OUT (P Sweeney? 

7-2; 3. 

5-Lawi lfl.%. 0 L&reJ- WK 
£U0. 020, £3-20- bf: £5J0. CSF- 
‘ a03T;-Bteatt 129-74. 

' rue: t. jaraab (S wwwnfii 5^f w 
2. U e nd^ M nIs HocK 7-2; 
n%20.e.fEl«BS).TotK£2^0: 

£1^1 OR £2B0. CSft £6J20. 
3DOT1.CAROL AGAIN U Qrannl 9--^- 

2toa-t3. fHDMi ClMte! 2^1. 12 WJ; 

7-2twPwM90. ^UN Bycroft)- 

Ujft.iaoft £13.00. Of 

£3EL46. Tticasc i7S4.lt TW ^ Q ^9' 
Mt Sm. A POO) Of £267.41 B 6Bff« KX ‘ 

4DnaiTto.VMtfl2 1: *■ . 

JbirCornoor. lift, 3-*- 

• Rwsto). Me £3.90: £L5ft OM, 

£UB.-flft £3fi4Q CSF- £43.41. TlfCOSE 
OtfeK-Tno: £2M-60. . 

• -.'4601 1 , mm. maim u ow 

‘ ^tXftwFriaiw Ftenrer 1^2: 3- 

-• ?fl»l^ai«lS2iairArnoeoaism-Nh, 

-kWSMWJWr. £7.00: £2JO. 
®ML*0FS“ f37'm CSF; £32.53. Tn a 


4ja 2- RNSTaOMrtiM tar.: I .Pm- 
t rt 20-1; 3. Aweromii Venture 
Srvi MmaTwt 6. (M W Easterpy). Totire 
gBSaa £5.10. DF: M2.2D. 

7 K° >er £244 J.7. Tte fillIJSO . 

UTTOXETER 

210 : l war «va «»■*»* «*• 

02ferRrOut SW. Sh 

Sens Bf.MtftgtSapphrt, DOOM 
aca a. ootowyN (A mccj« f k z. a- 

ggadTJUBa' mot^ £564.4ai iR; a* 

2. MERUWS LAD <U A Rt&fttfl 
c *£?? Just ore CaMWto 94; S. & 

•Siaassasae. 

I lvT vT P GWfga, SBDUO. Tottc 
r -4% ffifa* OR g^ao- CSF: 
T«c*t £61.14. NR: Nafflatl. 


gtlKLURRrSLORDVtMcQ^ 7-4 far, 
2. Start 7-2; 3. Date OMt 11-2. S ran. 9, 
11. (pMchdto, Shapnn MaleO. Tote: £200: 
£110. £LBQ. Dft £S50i CSFS £706. 

2. comranr STAR m Brassy) 
3-t Z Holte 2-1 tort 3. Ito Aocal took 
14-L 15 rare 30. 7. (CSroofcs, Lambouti). 
Tote £320; £L7G. £160, £220 Dft £3.7a 
CSF: £8.64. Tna £2600. NR: Sfttik. 

SAOl 3. NE5CAF (A UcCoy) 4-fc 2. 
Groom GoU 15-2: 3. B Fredrfie&l. IB 
ran. 6-4 fav Past Master (5th). 1^ 7. (C 
Mann, Lambcwr^. Tot*: £630; £2^X7, 
£2J0, ma DR £3R3a CSR £3 UMl Tno: 
£G-50. 

Mckpot £24.406.40: £27,50253 carted 
forward B Ripon today. 

Ptacepot: £11^90. Qoadpot £1530. 
Ptert ft £156-97. Placa 5r £3740. 

WETHERBy 

amfe LPOTIffiS BAY (R Johnson) 2-1 
fart 2L Down Mhsiab 4-1; i DeMrt FlgHt. 
«S-2. 13 ran. 13, 8. CD Mcteison. Tem- 
J9B Gutting}. Tbte £130: £L20. £2.60, 
£1.80 DF:£8.0aCSR 00^4 Toe £^2a 
:Z5ft 1 tSSVM (R6MDV) 6-1.-2. Pof»- 
«Bai25-l: X. Nmn u t Qyu a ndLAJB to. 
Sron-lVaJpLfllWfacerty.ShKflHra- 
tnr).Tota: &S0i £LS0,£A5Q. £030 OF: 

. £54.70. CSR £102.54. TacasC £244.06. 


3JZ0; 1. ERZADJAN CP Nteril 8-15 fair; 
2. Canwtto 31-2; 3. fMdta vmow 8-1. 5 
ran. 8, Vb. (Mrs M Rawday, Saitbum). Tote; 
fiL50( £2.40, £130. DF: £4.00. CSR 
£3.99. NR; CBabaB Dancer. 

3JSK S. HOMfCLEUCH (B Storey) 9-2; 2. 
The Bud CU 31-2; 3. Ceftfo Town 9-2 7 
fan. 2-1 fay Beauepaire (pried 143 }. 8, 13. 
U Ofivar, Hanckt. Tote: £430; £2120, 
£190. DF: £14^0 CSF: £26.76. Tricast 
£106.09. Mt Cool Weather. 

4JffiL THE MAJOR GENERAL (Cart A 
Ostort) 5-2; 2. Copper Thisde 11-30 tort 3. 
JasSo £2-1. ID ran. Dist. 1. (G RiCharOs, 
Goysttke). Tote £290: £1.40, £L40. 
£3-80. Oft £3 DO. CSF: £5.60. Trio: £7.10. 

4J50E3.SKMlNGEDGE(RGanfliyj 4-1; 
2, Center Eqsaas 94 tov; 3. Fro And Fan- 
cy 8-1. 6 ran. 4.7. (TEasterty.MaitDrT). Tote 
£5105 £200, £1,40. Dft £430, CSR 
£12.70. 

520: 1- FineKAlUE © Hanang) 5-4 tov, 
2. Rama 7-2; 3. TWro*wwd 14-L 12 
ran. 6. 13. (M W Eesterty, Sheriff Hutton). 
Tom: £230; £1.70, £1.30, £2.60. OF: 
£2^0. CSF: £555, Tno; £30. 30. KR: Be- 
rafintOfftsk. 

Ptacepab £17.60. Qtadpot £14.90. 
Place & £1507. Place 5: £12^89. 


Longchamp on Sunday, setting 
a course record. The aims are 
the Prix Lupin and Jockey- 
Club, and his owner said: “Af- 
ter that we might go for the King 
George at Ascot.” (Trained frv 
E Leuouche for E Sarasola) 
LOUP SOLITAIRE 
three-year-old colt 
by Lear Fan out of Louveterie 
A surprise winner of the Grand 
Criterium last season but held 
in high regard by Fabre who de- 
scribes him as “my best three- 
year-old and a colt of the 
highest quality". There is a 
small chance of Loup Solitaire 
lining up at Epsom in June, al- 


though the French Deity is a 
more likely option. ( Trained by 
A Fabre for D Wi ldensie m) 
MISS TAHITI 
ihree-year-old fipy 
by Urol out of Mini Lathe 
A possible Oaks contender, 
Miss Thhiti is considered “top 
class" by Fabre and is being tar- 
geted at the French 1,000 
Guineas before either the Prix 
de Diane or a trip to Epsom. 
Won the Prix Marcel Boussac 
at Longchamp last season and 
Daniel Wndenstein owned the 
only filly to date to have won 
both the Marcel Boussac and 
Diane, ADez Fiance. (Trained by 
A Faint for D Wildenstem) 
SPINNING WORLD 
three-year-old colt by Nureyev 
out of Imperfect Circle 
The first foal of Cheveley Park 
Stakes runner-up Imperfect 
Circle, Spinning World won a 
maiden at Longchamp in Oc- 
tober and tire Group 3 Prix Saint 
Roman at Evry the following 
month. Highly regarded and a 
possible Prix du Jockey-Club 


contender, although pedigree 
suggests a mile and a quarter 
may be his best trip. (Trained by 
J tease for S Niarchos) 

SWAIN 

four-year-old colt by Nashwan 
out of Love Smitten 
Progressive colt who won five 
consecutive races in 1995 and 
was third to Lancuntarra and 
Freedom Cry in the Arc. With 
that pair retired, Swain is a can- 
didate for all the top races over 
a mile and a half and could also 
be an Ascot Gold Cup con- 
tender. (Thawed by A Fabre for 
Sheikh Moham med) 
TAMATETE 

three-year-old colt by Caerieon 
oiit of Triple Couronne 
Third on his only two-year-old 
start, in a maiden at Deauville, 
and is nominated by his train- 
er as a horse to follow. Vfery well 
bred - from the family of Trip- 
tych - and should stay at least 
10 furlongs. (Trained by A Fab- 
re for D Wildenstein) 

Matt Chapman is a reporter with 
the Racing Post 


HYPERION 

220 Pleasant Surprise 2J5Q Cambio 5L20 Keep 
Ma In Mind 350 Karen's Typhoon 4£0 CONTI 
DTSTRUVAL (nap) 4S0 Sheep Staler 

GOING: Good u Ftan. 

■ Right-hand, undulating course. Stiff ten of stamina. 

■ Course b 5m SWof Exeter on A38. ADMISSION: Grandstand 
& Paddock 19; SDvcr Bing L4JO (accompanied under- IGa free]. 
CAB PAUL* £2 on rails; S3 mambas; remainder free. 


WINNEBS IN THB LAST SEVEN DAYS; Conti D’Entnm! (4.20) 
won aLbvSov last Wednesday. 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: Royal Sqaare (4.201 sett 1B1 tnfles 
from G Hanrood'aFulboniugbgtolileln WeaSuagex. 

BREND HOTELS HURDLE (CLASS E) 
Lr^il £3^00 added 4YO 2m 2f 

1 00 MBByNORTHfU) G7homtrl012 BAaaaB 

2 0354 PIEASIW SUfffBSE (HQ (SB) M Ape ID 12 CMredt 

3 034 LESSONS IASS (46) NtaHKngti ID 7 f*JCt**y(5) 

4 52024 SWIVEL (32} 0 Mcftteon 10 7 RJotaanfS) 


BETTK& 4-6 SwM, Sill 
by North 


P5'e?»l WEAflCRBVSiBURANffi NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4>200 added 2m TfUOyda 

1 FRJPPF MASIB1 mON (21) RAtaerSUS WMcMaod 

2 2-1 SOINM SIMMS (Ml) D MJutam 7 U 8 -RJotem{3) 

3 USOV ANMffllLDCAS(28)ShrigRl2U2 —MbaLBtoddbnl 

4 POPS BUZZ O'DE CROW (34) C Ksndel 9 11 2 — MrlDtmicfc 

5 43F CMmO<aqfaF)lteHKrgB9112 MrJCMtiy(5) 

6 (IM M7 MUM 1MN fiQ Mr S M-Bametis 8 U 2 A P McCoy 

7 6PPIPP NEXT AM) 1D7 (34) C Ropham 11 11 2 TDreontep) 

B 0FB4P FOUM>MBSUIF(N2)(2B)JMjBra7112 Bflnm 

9 42P1-00 DUQAN MOSS (40) P Hobte 7 10 11 BTtanyp) 

BETTWQ: wen Sounds Steal 84 Crotea, My Mte Man, 7-1^ tote 
Moss, 8-1 Muter Hyoo, 16-1 ottaaoi 

TOTE CRHXT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
t~y.l B) £7^00 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 22HOFF (asm UBI. (USA) (289 M Pipe 7 120 0Bumn(7) 

2 500000 MAXNI BUGLER (IB) G Btelng 7 11 4 A P McCoy 

3 11134/P- RUSnrBEB.0OQM»HKnet6113_jarJOaa(y|q 

4 01531P 1USCAMT MGHHBBf 08) P Hobbl 7 10 13 — GTanayl^ 

5 3UFD41 SHNI 8 ) MB' {14 (0) R BudderB 10 9 BPQweB 

6 2401P0 N9>|ENHM)(U)NRMICM7105 DSkyna 




HYPERION 

2jOO Stately Home 230 Green Crusader 3JD0 
Flimsy Truth 330 Uluru 4JD0 Z a mir a h 430 OJ- 
Pver Duckett SOP Le Baron 530 Chmter 

GOING; Chasra - Good; Hurdk* - Good To Firm. 

■ Left-hand course, levd wiUi long straights, easy tarns and a 
one furtong run-in. 

■ Course la on Ac A443- Worcester (Foregate SO station lm. 
ADMKWO«:MemlOTSJ2-50TasieniaBsSSXO.Coun»Sfi(QAPs 
£SB0). CAB PARK; ftee; ptadc are* parking S150. 


WINNEBS IN THB LAST SEVEN DATS: Boxing Match (4.30) 
won at Ncwun Abbot on Saiurfiy. 

UntMMSEANCB EDNNBBS: SpanhhBher (5S0| a«4 178 tnfloi 
from N lampnf a BJnffbridff ateMe in Devon. 

lo AAl ROUNDHEAD SELLING )flJRDLE (CLASS 
LrrrMI G) £2^50 added 2m 

1 1323517 BEAUFAN (719 (CD) B Cambldge 9 12 0 toytyma 

2 452332 KAUMB (USA) (7)(D) A Caart 11 11 7 0 Water (5) 

3 3323P3 UMTKHDODJINMCU) JSpe8ong911 7~SR&toa (7} 

4 3-OOOOP OWENS DQJ6HT(lfl) PWrgneer 6 11 7 TBsy 

5 041P22 STATELY HOAC (11J pF) P Boven 5 11 7 — IRKarautfl 

6 0 ANOIHBtDNE 10 NOTE (14) H Mamas 511 QA Daring (7) 

7 65USOO BOfJBOSE (lfl) J (YShaa B 11 0 Hdate tonaan (7} 

8 FClllO CROOKED OOWSa (373)G fleno ID 110 ASSMBi 

9 054063 K»H POST (21) G fen 7 110 SBonatfi 

30 060300 IMUASWiG (^^ R SmpEW 6 11 0 KDan|My(7) 

U OPPPO MONSIElHt BBOOKS (8) R Strangs 6 110 BSArargB 

12 00F9PP OUR ARNOLD (19) I Emn 9 11 0 MrAAoan 

13 46QP FEIBtPOMIBI (41) N'hteon-QaJesB 110 LRtMy 

14 024333 OUT RAMONS (TO 03) OT M ftps 4 10 10 lUrear 

15 OOOOPO BNSnMON (9) J Mrin 5 ID 9 — JSCroan 

15 U PKraCBIA(25)RDKtei510 9 DMaredtb 

17 C&fOOP SHEMBV7WRUJSP«PJaRte6109JfteStaM>(7) 
IB 00524-1 SUN WIN (284} (CD) K Bute 6 10 9 AteMKh(3) 

19 aom StSIBtaur(43JTHfei6109 RMws*y(5) 

20 0 FRAKS IAD (12) W Qiy 4 ID 8 — .-Aqlarin 

£1 00 nWHH>Gf£HMG(2S) D MorlE 410 S — Richard Goast 

22 56360 MiG OF BASTION (46) LaW Hemes 4 ID B EM*n*qr 

23 0 BRASS TACKS (B3) RRripe410 3 1 Ratoon 

— 23 tfsefawd ” 

BH7W& 5-1 Sbu Wye, 11-2 Uwmswood Junior, 6-1 Out RanHng, 7-1 
Katate, AiStatey Boom, Nag Of Babyta. IB-1 "te Po* »1 Otban 

rQ- ort l LEVY BOARD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 

I tewQU | £ 3 jqoq added 2m 

1 00415P B. HUSO (30) TO (BF) J Spoavie 5 11 8 LWjw 

2 BUM 6BgN CRUSADBt (14) AtiiVWBld 5116 — I Rknmigi 

3 410 TRADE WMD <1M) J CTStea 5 11 8 ...Mktmil Bnan (7) 

4 COTTESMORE tfes A Embrace S 11 2 JBjt- 

5 060 DRAKESTOft P3) Rto«l5112 UrAWtottafD 

6 &OTOP BME5T ABAOORi (IB) Mra S Laoynar 7 11 2 — SOamw 

7 5-54 H14WCE (37) PF] N Sasdee 6 11 2 C U awri j a 

8 253-2PO JOSHUAS VtSDH (7) Rise 5 11 2 MAFfagwaM 

9 000-0 MAfittVAZARD (2) Sbnon Eale 5 11 2 BHcGm(I) 

10 Otfmo REUtnVE CHANCE 7 112 Glfcta 

11 050= SMTION SnEAM (TO G Ytetey B 11 2 DWaU(G) 

12 000P4A) SFAMSH BtAZE (19 Mrs M Jones 8 11 2 DBpna 

13 824 THE CAFTAtTS WBH (3^ D Hctiobon 5 11 2 Itexton 

14 230 YOUBEnBRBEUEVBT (99) C Bmta 7 11 2 GBwRay 

15 000 IIAGGEilARHEPBBDKMnfilflll— Jlfa p llnd to (7) 

1£ CVP4FP2 IBOntflU. MADAM (142) P Batoy 7 10 11 — Alhomton 

17 0 MBS MY1E7TE (TO 4 Caool 5 10 11 RDnb 

IB (V P*arOHPOPPY(70^ WClay61011 Guy Lari* (3) 

39 53 HAPPY BRAVE (202) PCtnM 4 10 10 L Harvey 

20 00 ROSS STORING (37) F Jordan 4 10 10 lladdar 

21 0 HIE 1£ADB) (TO R Oten 4 10 10 DUeredtoi 

-21<tetm- 

BE77WS: 4-1 Oppmee, 02 Iha Captain's MR, S-l OMro fioater, 
M B Rrito, 81 taMtaMM* IMMte Charoa, 10-lrtfcen 

fo|v|l YELLOW MGES NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5400 added 2m 7f 

1 O&IF BADBURrPRMC£(133)AOartial0lnl0113 JArJJukoe 

2 P1PFFF CAVAlfflO (M) H Itonncn 7 11 3 WAOtariBS^nes 

3 60O32P CHALLHKBt ROW (TO (*) Wn LJmA 6 113 — TJanka 

4 MIADUS fRANCY MSB A Ernlwtita 8 11 3 ffote 

5 QV6F8 EAABHBG£(77)MsJ Psrar 7U3 WMatston 

S Pf35 MBlftBIJIH(TOWWnwlflU.3 MrMRarts 

7 134QTO 1BMB0S 0B M CanuHon 10 11 3 IRNtea 

8 00006 SOUND FORECAST (7) MnSJUnro 8 113 D Uriah 

9 P23 9UPaeOSSP(TOPHKter7113 MARr^reU 

10 55031-P SU«AMf(3qOBRnnan8113 MtoBdiiB 

11 69900 JATOMAHOT JSpeSrg81012 — — Itettr 

12 1Q203P SODLTRADfll (2) N Battagg 7 10 12 «SFaatH 

Bn7WG:MSiaw0k»ip,e4Jar«wah,S«4aB^ I 7-lFateridgB 1 8-l 
C hai enXar Row, Rtiwy Tnith, Natoriooa, iai oSrirt 

"Aft JOHN BURNS MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
^ U 1 HURDLE (CLASS C) £5£00 added 3m 

1 03Q22F BSiSaFFBCTfC^) (6F)C Broad 71113 ^WKmkw 

2 HP-010 AU£Z»UfiS(USA) (TO N Hattaon 7 115 J)ARtz£errid 

3 142012 KEEP ff ZIFFS) (39)0 Sherwood BIO 13 — lAMeCartty 

4 531064 ROSRAUAE(7)lP)PWn»wytJi7109 PHMa 

5 J£260P SBCnNEKroaroJJenlmBlDT SFtaO) 

6 10RU4 UUJRU (15) (C«C Nash 8 10 5 IRKnoa^i 

7 4-2300P WJORBWWINZ) (TOWN 6astee 9106 -CUnweflyg 

8 241610 TOW) LEADCR (TO (89) P) R 7 10 Sapple (7} 

9 00333-4 AMBASSADOR RGKAiE (1SG) Mia A BrCertf 8 10 2 RSappte 

10 3404TO QUAHinr HOUSE (TOD OEWdS 10 0 Glfetai 

U 202033 DOCMttSIEH(TO^M u ®B®' Slfi0 L '#f* 


t SrapriM, 7-2 LnaoM Iron, IMNob- 


7 22243-0 BEAM RE UP SCOTTY (9) (C) N fete? 100 — R Greene 

8 61-0000 SABAW RflBt ( TO CT *te J flatter 1210 0 C Hands 

ACranwm wegc 10a ftwn Ub l* Stafly 9a «, Satan ffier Seat 
BSTIA 94 Tfeany Hewrqy, 94 Mate Mtfort imros U, tacp Me hi 
Ural, 8-1 Omni tat. Rariy Rant lOlBaare Ma (Ip Scotty, Safe** Rtor 

r«KAl SALNTDN SANDS HOfB. NOMCE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3jD00 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 P AFTERTHEF0K(158) NMftEhd9110 DSkjaw 

2 DAP ASWEAD RAMBtER (TO P HHte G 11 0 STmoyP) 

3 01-2 BESTOFHENDS (32] HHn0ti 6110 Mr J Crikey 

4 S005Qf BU1ANQUBB) (B88) H How 7 11 0 SHcHaH 

5 06 DNNIFSnBKON(TONftMa5110 .WMcfetad 

B 0506 taaHAL SALUTE (TOG Bridng 6 110 A P McCoy 

7 3P2 HAHDFIffiUHBt (19) 0 Gandoto 7 11 0 DLeafty 

B 04 KAftQrSTYPH00H(30)PHabte6UQ .TJ Uaptiy(3) 

9 04 MASTER HOFERUffCQ (TOO Britog 7110 -RGnaro 

10 0 MRM0LE(TODEtoarteU711O RDarte 

11 0404 MUADIJH 807(40) Me J Rate 6 110 CMaada 

12 OOP-240 SANDS TOOff (28) C Partem 6110 .TDaannte(3) 

13 OM STONE BRAMBUE (TO MreHKngaG 110 Jl Jobnaan (3) 

14 240000 TAP SHOES (343) R Bator G 110 BRonrii 

13 P SHOW MS8UE (3TO S Horn 7 10 9 GHreaffl 

-Udacted- 

BETma: 7-2 Bast OT ftfenda, 7-1 Knmo'A lyphoan, 8-1 ttnafer Hop»- 
W. HarrlrUfariliaf 11 1 Btom ItaaMIt Smtd THirti 11 1 nfflara 

[a <}A| tote bookmakers handicap chase 
(CLASS o £6*500 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 WW MSE APPROACH (25) (QK Briny 9 120 SMeNato 

2 333PS5 SEk»0FDMMQN)B{TOmRAIierllll2-.WMeMand 

3 1114106 RATIO (TO (Q TO Ms J Retffir 11 10 9 CMaada 

4 16F511 CONnDTSraOWL (7) GBa*»ne 610 7(5®) __ A P McCoy 

5 41/23U)- STOW7 HURT (533) (CO) RBucHar 11101 BPoacfl 

6 1V140U RO»L SQUARE (29) GHaneod 10 10 0 RJataroiTO 

7 5PF442 JABBREAKHI (TO BR kanen9 100 DSrilar(5) 

8 P11M-6 BHMEPTON BERHE (139) DCJappel 7 Ifl 0 Mr JCtriOiy^) 

-Bdbdtnd- 

BEITWft 11-10 c«ad ffErirwri, 4-1 Smm OrDteank, 6-1 JriBreriro, 
Syttoey Barry, 104. Waa Approach, Royri Sqoare, 18-1 ottwra 

friTRAl COMDTIIONAL JOCKEYS* HANDICAP HUR- 
OLE (CLASS F) £2^50 added 2m 2f 

1 00-60FB WISE SMJa®ff (125) (C)G Bating 7 11 10 Jl Arnold (5) 

2 402002 MUSMHL (ft |U) R !*■<&■ 7 11 7 .TDamiriM 

3 55UXB CMBSSSBI |3Q J faattoy 7 114 RJotnaoo 

4 50P100 QUEBMCONIBACIDRf7)CPo(teni6 1012~JKvrtt TO 

5 4453P0 DUE OF DREAMS (131) R Bator 0 10 U C Tammy 

B Q3S6Q1 AUAHRAKHA (21) (CD) MR J Hefttf 5 10 11 —T J M«pby 

7 30063 SHEB» STEALER p) RPmcocK 8101A CWaWtafcli 

B 00066-5 RAXNAGAR (2B3) MSSHIM0R91O3 LAapte(3) 

3QURC2:TOUyt»CH(TOBRMJRian6l03 DSater 

,• llHjhUfl ri wm 

BETIBite^UUataM, 7-aAtotoakha, MFBfly laack, 6-lChrts’a San, 
H Rrimtev, Omhs Coatractar, M-l otter* 


12 33PP33 SFBCMLAOCOUNT(B2)(TOBRBannA1010OJ>Friimn 

13 044536 RDVALTOQ 012) (7) A J Wfeon 9 10 0 L Haney 

14 53060a SKBDUGH (410) PWAdMrBlDO RBataey 

15 OFPPSO RADIO CAROUfC (12) M Tbb 8 10 0 R llaney TO 

— 15 dtdmd — 

Mirteum w t ^ lCM-Tn^rvirvtop Account Ba lift, fey- 

ri J*»r 9st IOC. Sreot^i 8st 13Tb. Ratio CawBne 7tt. 

BETTWtt 3-1 Hew It Ztpperl 5-1 Alez Wpm, B4 M Staflboy, Utan. 
10-1 Tonr Leader, Dcck aaita r, 12-lottma 

(7iiA| COMMANDED AMATEURS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^X30 added 2m 2f 

1 22-3P12 SOCETY8UET(16) ATurr*ll0120 Mr J Ran (7) 

2 054043 I®! JAY pO) B Uepc«yn 6 11 11 Hr J L Uawlyn (S) 

3 22U010 2AHRAH (TO N TristavDaaes 7 11 4_|fr D DrUontar (7) 

4 25MOOO HEAHTSABEtoD (41) TForater 9 10 12.. Jlr P Hanley (5) 

5 354PG3 MACED0NAS(2S)G1taPer81D8 kVRWhaeta[7) 

e 4124-00 EMERALD HULEH p) (C) P Wbi*(r9U33 — I* P Scott (7) 

7 21/3000 M0MET(9)(C)JN%101D2 IteaPJaBaaTO 

8 ao B«H)iJEST(37)CMonn5100 MrEJanmt(7) 

9 6006 SOUTHERN RDBE (21) R Brier 5 10041k A Hoitoaoilh {7} 

10 571S540 AUDFRMCBBSBDCJms7100 Mr B S ami (7) 

11 30O0F0 SABBAQ (USA) (2fi) Ws S Lanynar 6 10 0 — Mr N Kart (7) 

12 040000 HARtBS COVE (12) C toad 8 10 0 .JHn M Cooadm (7) 

-12 dkMtend- 

AUnun aetfe ICB. Btequro 9st 1TO Soutftam 8a llfi Ate fttass 

tomSHte W5ft Marten Cb« 7a BML 
BETTHto 3-1 Society Quest, 6-1 Teen Jay, Macadam*, 7-1 Zamtab, 
10-1 Rrot* An *»d. Bkeqant, 12-1 rthat* 

[Xonl RESTORARON NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
l^- w l (CLASS E) £4^200 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 20E31F 08CM.AND0mS(U)Flteply71113 M Foster 

2 563FP0 HUSTBEMAStCAL(USA)(TOFBndey8U4 Jllkondna 

3 231-302 FOim (22) T footer 7 11 3 SW)aro 

4 £66-003 SMART M SABLE (20) F HeO^r 9 112 MAH^nrid 

5 P-S5UUB QURE A MAN (22) W Jenls B U 0 ATixy 

6 0025OF FLAMNQSAND6(2)KVAn0OC71O13 IRjw 

7 0PB6U BOOMGMAKHWIPI JM Barky & 1011(794 .taytedi TO 

8 426-502 1)E»CCAPTAMTOSSfBaood9106 Slfttaf 

9 30f4MO ADHRAUYVWT(TORBnrtBtDnl01Q4 1 Harvey 

10 355502 SAAgD STtMH C E «TOAJtori8104, C Darias (7) 

11 0/F0-P26 WUE MARBT (78) R Ffrips B 10 3 I Rattan 

12 P-05U PHASMIR (12) P fete 6 10 3 IRKaroroft 

13 05W-1F ZAIBE21 SrtBT (B4) PF) Mo M Jonas 7 10 3 DByma 

14 PCFP32 OUHBt DUCftEIT (7) Ms J SataboOxn 7 100 IfrJJites 

15 D&JOOF MASTER MtHW (12) C toad 7 10 0 WManka 

IS 334456 «THETEAR(TOFUoydl010O toy Lyra* 

17 S’OFFF KHMUGHTtro-IPtetetingSlDO WMatteglou 

18 64-2430 DACXHW (58) 0 GeofUr 7 10 0 R Stacks 

-IB derived - 

AttWiun uggx Ida TruB handcap netgto: Oflter Ouctert Ska 12b. Ates- 
roMapfv 9st 12B, On The Tear 9!t 60. NtoM LSN 9ar SO. tsacomh 9a SAl 
BE nBfe 02 Oaori An Doras, &1 Dm Kfae Captain, 01 (Hirer Ducfc- 
art, Poppea, ltVi Same DMereao* Boring Mrtdi 2M rtkar* 

cTwvl WORCESTER STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) (DfV Q £2^000 added 2m 

1 143 KBOFORD THA (TO toft f Mutois 5 11 3 S Conan 

2 10 C0L0AB-BU2BtptoltoHRi^t41i2 —jGFItyaa A 

3 A-a-CaCB«ota5U 1 QBraAy 

4 AUHRE7 SUPREIE F lAyd 6 11 1 Sfilpa 

5 CAUHBDElUCMBanBrioi0i5111 AnvSbU 

6 4 CHARLE7 LAMHO' (30) J Matte 5 11 1 —EltatandP) 

7 DAWH tEADer 0 3senaood 5 11 1 lAHcCaOg 

8 52 MI5GAIBI£(19) P Been 6 111 WWortkfcgOO 

9 HUB COX K Bailey 5 111 A Thornton 

10 2 IE BARON (TO 5 111 DBrib«ier 

11 WDffSOHCiBmAM Campon 5 111 IRatona 

12 ST AMOUR NR Motel 5 111 GUptna 

13 SURSUM CORQATRxsar5 111 Mr CVted Thomas 

14 BABJC ABlLtON MB H Itrijir 5 10 ID HARtSHflU 

15 RAPS DBRESS D NEtetsrm 5 10 10 R Massey (6) 

ib sneeitsTTiroeiDio Jt&mttj 

17 THMtTS RffURE 0 Bnsman 5 10 10 W Wrist (7) i 

IB AQDAAASBtJMBaky4l09 GnylarisTO i 

19 BHffl#M18UHffiBEAChamtw1an4l09 UrJJrik» 

20 ®MTHAKNH3**b 4109 A Prefer 

21 HB&NJysnCJ(rSiea4104 IGdred Brean» (7) 

22 tAPHMUlHD J Boday 4 10 4 — _Pari Thnmpaoo (7) 

BEITMB: 4-1 tirottoid Tte, 9-2 la Bane, 5-1 CfemlBtaar.ai Paper 
Tlfwas, Dean leader; 10-1 Bede Han, 124 often 


| g on '| WORCESTER SW®ARD OPEN NH FLAT 
^1 RACE (CLASS H)(DIVI)£2JX)0 added 2m 

1 41 OU«7THE0ARD(TOSarston5118 DQate$er 

2 210 CHAIfIHi(TOlte|aDCh3ppel5118. G Upton 

3 010 COHEOHPSWraTO09anfDlb5113 DftnttTO 

4 BUasraSGELTVtoaem Gmylym 

5 40 BUKBi0m(TOMsP^5111 R Matey 

6 CUWWKBafcySUl AThHRtan 

7 COWflnStCaWTffC Barv^lS 111 U CSfltefe 

8 DREAM LORD P Mriuis & U 1 M(M8 b(7] 

9 UIBtHG CONDUQtA N Hendecm 6 11 1 JSARtigprafd 

10 AEiCWYHlflW J Madae5111 — E Mislead (3) 

11 MR1MUSMtod9txk5111 —.MfarineltariidgsfT) 

12 2 MWEM7SOS®CSraote6Ul — „SBrteey 

13 0«PBEJBiBfay5111..„ — M Bosley 

14 BEHE57DiHGSDNch0Scn6111 R Massey (5) 

15 StBE0NP&ens6Ul -acted Orest 

15 SPMtSHWVHNlaripret5111 OttriabA 

17 waSHSPfi€H>italMcfte5111 — 1 Harvey 

IS UNPHOHD GBtL I) BoBon 5 10 10 J>Hda 

15 FAI0OQ!UEBi0^fi9inR | ‘teia51O10 CUeweByn 

20 SXVUnKSONeMssHKneitPlOlD JBFIDMTO 

21 A8WULS5H«P>A5P^'4109“— —-Jlftmaui 

22 SOUTH WEST EXPRESS A Canon 4 10 9 H Davis 

-22 defend - 

BElTBiO: 02 Charter, 3-1 Cany lire Card, 6-1 Mywamfs, 8-1 Ceaw On 
Peony. Rfctei To Bags. Utaoh* toted*. 10-lritera 


sport 

Ingvall 
calls for 
Mistral 
deadline 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 

Ludde Ingvall, a skipper in the 

Grand Mistral round-the-world 

race, yesterday set the organis- 
ers a deadline of 1 May for as- 
surances that the race will go 
ahead with sufficient boats in 

September. 

“If there are not enough, then 
it might be better to postpone 
for a year, though that would 
mean clashing with another 
round-the-world race, (he Whit- 
bread, which begins in Sep- 
tember 1997," Ingvall said. 

Alternatively Ingvall, who 
was yesterday showing off NIco- 
rette, his Grand Mistral 80- 
footer, in Southampton Water, 
may link up with Grant Dalton, 
Marc Pajot and Loick Peyron, 
to bring pressure on the race 
director, Pierre Fehhnarm. They 
want him and his backers to 
fund enough entries to make a 
minimum fleet of eighL 

Seven of the identical yachts 
have been built with backing 
from the French regional gov- 
ernment and Swiss banks, while 
Fehlmann’s ally. Philip Morris, 
has been supporting his organ- 
isation of the race. Ingvall spec- 
ulated on the Grand Mistral and 
Whitbread joining forces, but 
this seems unlikely at present. 

TOday in Moscow, Tamil Thr- 
pichev, chairman of the presi- 
dential committee for physical . 
culture and sport will announce 1 
backing for Russia 300 in the 
seventh Whitbread race. I twill 
be skippered by Eugene Platon, 
who lea the Hetman Sahaid- 
achny campaign in the last race 
and is trying lo sell the boat to ; 
the Sussex 2000 syndicate 
headed by Jackie MacGillivary. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

730 unfess stated 

BfflStEHH MSWUNCE LEAGUE 
FBtST DWtSWN 

ItolMti v Bli mugre m (7.45) - 

BStCS SCOTTISH LEAfiUE 
PHBMER DMSION 

Catac v Knnre n wc h (745) 

Hasrts v Rangma 

IdSLEABUE P rante MvMbiu Vfefa^wBora- 
iwiWkxxLSaoandiMAriBBraanaitieaavtocK- 
nd. Crotm ThvfT seraHara Bsstaad v TBuy. 
UNtBOND LEAGUE Hrat DMsiaK Bodtant Parti 
Avenue v Confleton- Presidents (tap ranrt-rtDri 
■acand toe Banter BnUgB fO) V Worksop (1). 
BEAZSIHOMSLEABUEMUtairiDMsteeEiiV- 
sham Lhttfid v SofflUl Bofoueti: RSeaig OubWar- 
wKA v ReddncH. Soathant Mutetc Forie v 
DawtincMe. Dr Marram Con san44bri sacori 
toe Safcsbuy |0) v Baldock (Oi. 

WNSTDNLEAD KENT LEAGtS First DtvtatolE 
Danftw v Camertxay; Fraerstano v fiimass. 
IfDBWnON BR E W O tyHORIHBtH LEAGUE Rat 
DMstore Munon v Wntiy; Wwteam v Dumam. 
NORTHERN COUNTES EAST LEAGUE Pltetor 
DMsion: Gooto v Bngg- WMdnaan Swortt Tro- 
physeoii-flnrt first toff Louth v ftan af iacL 
NORTH WEST COUMTES LEAGUE Fh*t DMriOB 
Brascou^i vTratfanl 

HEREWARD UNITED COUNTES LEAGUE FV»- 
nier Dtarioce Coffnfce v Staftokt Mattes Badt- 
omna v Eynesomy. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: EbbwVriavAton Lwotfey- 
«nn vCuemsrion: imw Cartiff v Bmnn Feny. 
PRESS END JOURNAL HKHIAND LEAGUE: 
Bute vLoMsnqum: Oaehnaeukin vFiort Wfflanx 
Cove Renew v Frasertwrffi: fetii vHuntV: Rotws 
vElfn. 



more I Rugby Union 


COURAGE CUBS' CHAMPKMSMP Natlmd 
laspm Obk Swcb» v Bath 1745). 

WI11JS CORDON HBERMA CUP: Rnri Navyv 
Royal Air Race 13.0) far T«ctenton). 


Speedway 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP EMHrit (anMbiris 
(7J0j (sc PoofcJ. 

PREHER LEAGUE: Hu* v Otenoy (7 JO); Long 
Erion v Bunburgn (7 JO). 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


80 


The height in inches (Gft &'n) 
of the Scottish golfer Gortton 
Sheny,^tDmfflTOwwfflbe- 
corr© the tallest pteyer in the 
history of the US Masters. 
Sherry is lin taller than the 
previous “Augusta Giant", 
the American Phil Blackman 


^NlffiPENDENT 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



ALL COL'RSF? RlSUTS 

0891 261 970 
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OLYMPIC GAMES: With 100 days to go before the opening ceremony, the countdown to the ^^enrNa|J3lyihP^^ 
has begun in earnest. Rupert Cornwell reports from Atlanta on the glitz and glamour preceding «=** 

Heat is on for America’s Big 



O n a bleak early April 
morning, whipped by an icy 
wind coursing between the 
downtown skyscrapers, you can 
hardly believe ft. But unless the sea- 
sons have reversed themselves ir- 
revocably, in just 100 days the 
Centennial Olympics will formally 
get under way in this very place, in 
a steamy all-enveloping heat that 
makes the tropics seem tender. 

A record 197 competing teams 
will gather, not in Athens as histo- 
and certainly all of 
insisted - but here in this 
surging metropolis of the “New 
South", where antiquity means life 
before shopping malls, and the 
closest you get to a Greek temple 
is four plexiglass and wire columns 
on Margaret Mitchell plaza at the 
comer of Peachtree and Forsyth 
streets. Ms Mitchell's Gone with the 
Wind may be the legend of Atlanta. 
The reality is Newt Gingrich and 


‘If people don’t 
know it’s hot in 
Atlanta, they 
haven’t been living 
on this planet’ 


Martin Luther King, CNN and 
Coca-Cola, and a refurbished city 
arising from a building site. 

Indisputably, though, order is 
emerging from chaos. The red brick 
Olympic stadium, next to the old At- 
lanta Braves baseball stadium which 
it will replace next year, is virtually 
complete. Huge highways gleam 
with fresh tarmac. The Cente nnial 
Olympic park on the previously 
derelict site just west of downtown 
- personalised paving bricks on sale 
for $35 f £23.50) apiece - is taking 
shape, as is the adjoining Coca-Cola 
theme park where vishots will be able 
to race against the likes of Linford 
Christie and Cari Lewis in virtual re- 
ality 100 metre finals. The brand new 
Olympic village is ready too, folly air- 
conditioned on the downtown cam- 
pus of Georgia Tech University. 

Of course there are glitches - “a 
new worry every day," says Bob 
Brennan of the Atlanta Committee 



Taking shape: The Olympic Stadium in Atlanta, where the Centesimal Gaines will start in 100 days’ time 


for the Olympic Games, the body 
responsible for (he whole $1.7bc 
(£1.15bn) enterprise. Latest among 
them is a legal battle between 
ACOG and the companies who de- 
signed the Olympic stacfium about 
unpaid overtime and an alleged de- 
sign flaw which brought a bank of 
floodlights crashing down from a 
150ft steel tower last year, killing a 
welding worker. 

There are complaints about the 
myriad construction sites around the 
city and the even greater disruptions 
which lie ahead this summer 
(“Don’t blame me, I voted for 
Athens," proclaims a best-selling 
bumpereticker). Price-gouging by 
hotels and people letting rooms for 
the Games has drawn loud protest, 


while ticket' sales for some events 
are sluggish. Then there is the awk- 
ward shadow of another local .no- 
table, Jimmy Carter, never quite 
forgiven by ' the . international ; 
Olympic movement for the US 
boycott of the 1980 Moscow games. 

. And, more basically, does At- 
lanta’s image measure up? Far all 
the city’s dlan, the 26th Olympiad 
means global prime time for the 
Bubba belt, meaning that die Con- 
federate flag, symbol of slavery 
and Southern obduracy arid still pail, 
of Georgia’s state flag, will be seen 
bn half a billlan TV screens around 
the world. Nor is everyone as in- 
souciant as Atlanta’s former may- 
or, Maynard Jackson, taking ms 
leave four years ago from the splen- 


douis of Barcelona. “We don’t 
have the cathedral of the Sagrada 
Famflia,” he told reporters, “but we 
do have the Big Chicken." 

In other words, those seeking 
masterpieces of pok-modemist re- 
ligious architecture must look else- 
where. But for fans of fast food 
restaurants whose parking lots are 
graced by 63ft-taJl statues of their 
prime menu item, this is it Even so, 
when hex big night comes, the 
southern belle will surely be ready. 
, But she’d better wear a cool dress 
to the ball 

■ ; -First and last in any conversation 
about these games comes the weath- 
er -those endless 90-degree, 90 per 
cent humidity days which add up to 
July in these parts. Not to put too 


fine a point on it Atlanta will be a 
sweatbatb. The organisers have de- 
vised a system to keep horses cool, 
they have shifted the marathon to 
the kindest hour of 7.05am, and no 
less than 21 million pounds of ice are 
already being stockpiled to cool man 
and beast this summer. Bui ulti- 
mately there is no defeating Moth- 
er Nature. “If people don’t know it’s 
hot in Atlanta," says Brennan with 
weary defiance, “they haven't been 
living on this planet" 

Ills little known but true that At- 
lanta considered bidding for the 1984 
Games which ultimately went to Los 
Angeles, setting up an informal 
group which went to have a look at 
Montreal, where the 1976 Games 
had just been held. But potential or- 


Photograph: Ross Henderson 


ganisers concluded Atlanta was not 
ready- So what’s the difference be- 
tween then and now? A bigger city 
and better infrastructure, explains 
Brennan - “and Billy Payne". 

Payne is ACOG’s president, an 
Atlanta real estate lawyer and one- 
time college football star for whom 
the 1996 Games have been a holy 
mission, and whose life was an un- 
broken sequence of 18-bour days to 
ensure tbat mission succeeded. 
Payne has business failings, but 
lad: of drive is not among them. Of 
late, wary of a suspect heart, he has 
slowed down, no longer arriving at 
the office at 330am to make Eu- 
ropean morning calls to the IOC in 
Switzerland. Even so, more than any 
others perhaps in history, these 


' Olympic Games, for birtrer-of-:-*. 
wise; are identified wtt onenan. 

As 19 July approache&jbdwe^r,;- 
- che emphasis is shifting fromstraie^ - 
gic decisions of the ACOG high; 
command to more murid^ie 
lets, like making sore the TftJJOOpeBr-'- 
ple tbe Gaines will employ know . 

what they are supposed to do; and-' 

testing out individual' facilities. Most 
of these have already been givemky r/ 
joins; ihe showpiece track and fields 
arena wffl be put through its paces , 
when the official US Oly mpic te am 
trials are held there next month. > j 

Simultaneously a gigantic -mar*- 
keting exercise gathers speed. HMT 
of Coca-Colas $L3b» (£0.87bri)ad-r 
vertising budget for l996 : wflT be, 
geared to its home-tovvn .Games. . 
Souvenirs run lrom T shirts' and a. : 
suitably irritating chikfaen’fcmascot.- 
calied Izzy (a character from -a 
mythical land inside Uw : Olympic : 
torch, no less) to limited, edition . 
— 

This is bigger than 

a World Fair, it’s 

the largest peace-? 

time event in the: 

history of the US’ • ’ 


Faberge eggs at $5,000 (£3350)-a 
throw. At the very topof.ihe.liaei.-' 
are 22-seat luxury boxes at the 
main stadium for every track and; 
field session, plus the opening and 
closing ceremonies. A few axe still-' 
available for a mere $544,500- - 
(£365300) - food not included.. 

At best, these games will showo^J 7 
a small profit buL short of sprne^^; 
flanisati onal or terrorist calamity, dry . ; 
cannot but be a boon for the rity ; ?fty v ; 
the end of August ACOG will be ant : > 
of business,” Brennan says. :• ’• 

lanta gets a $500m (£335m) Jegacyr^ 
the stadium, the Olympic park, oth- 
er sports facilities and new univexst- - - 
ty residences. And, by then we’re, - 
going to be one of the best known 
places in the world. Less than two 7 ' 
dozen rides in the world have done - 
this in 100 years. This is bigger than 
a World fiiir, bigger Item the 1994 . 
World Cup, it’s the hugest peacetime 1 
event In the history of the US.” 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


X OWflea * LMdS— 1 25 Y«k v Wycombe X 

3 JataSSSttoSe 0 ? SSSS? a ““ l 

4 MKMiesarajgn v WiirtSeoon _X v B*d<*Boot Cano* v Wrexham; 

5 Natnngham Forest v Blackburn X Tf 1 | n | DMalnn 

6 Soumarnpunv Manchester Utd X WVreWfl 

7 Vte* Ham v Baton 28 Bonet * Haroeport X 

"*** Sunday: Newcaa. v Asm Vila. ” j 

EodsIsUi Insurance League aawer y iMida x 

n. _ , jUni.inn 30 Otfchma v f\Imhi h .h...^nkn.. h 1 

First Division W, (Mntfiam v Beter 1 

8 BwtkJtv v Paatfcng X 32 HmSrt vUyujn Onam. — ... 1 

8 B«TTiingyvam » Luton — 1 33 Lincoln v MnsSaM..... ..X 

10 Oyaai Palace v Scumond J. 34 Ftymgutft w Seartoroqtfi X 

11 rtxwefsftew » Mdhuat 1 35 fteston v Namamown 1 

U OUham V Wotvemsmpron X *8 Seunttwpe v CaOIT X 

33 ShaffiOd U« » SwKfertwl X 37 Wpn » Dwwgton X 

is Tran mere v Lefceser _.._x Vauxfcafl Conference 

18 wartore y Pon va a X as Dover v ttnnctian -X 

17 West Brarmweti v Gnmi^jr 2 39 Hedneaford v Dagennam & Hedtaidae . — 1 

BelPs Scottish League 

Second Division Premier Division 

40 fl lf U l u r.Vimtf V WlOTJWl V WdhfllWtfl MUpNHHHHIhllHIMll 

5 41 Klmareock v Fahrh X 

S owstMfaXflfaMaoiv 1 42 Ratth Rovew * Heara X 

” - 1 

22 Swansea v BruJhtDn X Swidw: W&entai v Ce«c. 


first DMstan— =. 

44CfydBtnUivAmMe. 


45 Dunbarton v St Mitwt X 

48 Dundee 1 Duntemfrw J( 

47 Hamffcon v Motton 3 

48 St Johnstone v Dundee Utd 1 

Second Division 

48 Beresck v Montrose ~ 1 

50 Cfyce v east Hte ........X 


51 Fbrterv Stranraer 

52 Queen ctf the South v Sorting. 

B3 8tartiou8wnuVv^*T 

TMrd Mvfsfon 


54 Brecfwi v LKvuann X 

55 Caudontan ThSde v CuKtenbaaOi ..J. 

56 East SJVflngv Albion Roma -X 

B7 Quem^ tok v AitnoaDi X 

58 Boas Coumy v Aloa — 1 

PtaQing Swday: Auto Wtadwtaena SbWd H- 
not Rolhertian v Shrewabuy (at Wembley). 
FOUR DRAWS; Notun0»m Forest v BbcK- 
bum. Cambndgs United v Doncaster. Wgsn v 
DarfngDon, Breotun vliwigsticn. 

FWE KWHS: Sheffield Wednesday, Greraby. 
Bradmd City. Haans, St kOren. 

TEN HOrffiS: Oieisaa. West Ham, Binning' 
ham, Sxmdon, Barnet Ght^em. Plymouth. 
HeUieatort. Rangare. BenucK. 


Hastings ready for his big kick-off 
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The news that Gavin Hastings, 
formerly captain of the Scotland 
rugty union team, was Hying out 
for the Scottish Claymores of the 
World League of American 
Football was greeted in many 
quarters as nothing more sub- 
stantial than a publicity stunt. 

Tie Claymores, who strug- 
gled on and off the field during 
their inaugural campaign last 
year, would doubtless welcome 
an athlete of Hastings' standing, 
with his presence on the side- 
lines guaranteed to increase 
an average attendance which 
Med to top 10,000. 

If it is a stunt, then someone 
should have a quiet word in Ihe 
34-year-old foil-back’s ear, 
because he has gone about win- 
ning (he job of place-kicker with 
a single-mindedness and de- 
termination which charac- 
terised much of his play on the 
rugby field. 

In the spartan environment 
of the Claymores' training camp 
in Carrollton, Georgia, he was 
just another number. A number 
with some celebrity, perhaps, 
but the kicker's function is too 
important to be given away. If 
Hastings does make the team, 
he will have earned his place on 
meriL 

“I can’t believe anyone thinks 
this is some kind of joke, that I 


would take two weeks out of my 
life for a stunt," he said after a 
gruelling practice session. “I 
knew I was in for a complete 
culture shock, but I’m still com- 
ing to terms with how difficult 
it is. rm on this vertical learn- 
ing curve, where Fm discover- 
ing something new every day.” 

In terms of physical prowess 
and temperament, an inter- 
national rugby foU-back should 
be the equal of his American 
football counterpart but per- 
ceived similarities in kicking 
technique are misleading. 
Where in rugby the kicker dic- 
tates the tempo of the attempt 
on the grid-iron it is a matter of 
timing and teamwork in the face 
of 11 hostile opponents. 

“The biggest adjustment 
Gavin will face is that he will be 
the target the guy they are try- 
ing to knock, senseless,” said 
Mrck Luddmrst a former rugby 
foil- back who enjoyed a seven- 
year career kicking for the 
Atlanta Falcons in the National 
Football League. 

“He’s used to doing whatever 
he wants before a kick, but in 
American football it is less than 
a second from when the ball is 
snapped to when the kicker 
makes contact Any longer, and 
the kick will be blocked." 

The transition has not been 


Nick Haffir^ on the 

Scotsman hoping to 
make the grade in 
American Football 

smooth for Hastings, who has 
enjoyed few favours in the re- 
lentless environ of an American 
football training camp, where 
his status as a rugby legend has 
cut little ice. The key has been 
harnessing his raw potential 
within a strictly disciplined 
framework. 

“There are three of us in- 



Hastings: Earning respect 


volved in the process: the snap- 
per, the holder and myself and, 
if we're not working in unison, 
then we have no chance," Hast- 
ings said. “The kicking tech- 
nique is not essentially different, 
but working with a snapper 
and holder is a whole new ex- 
perience for me.” 

Jim Criner, the Claymores’ 
head coach, has been impressed 
by his professionalism and dedi- 
cation. “Gavin is as competitive 
as any player I’ve coached, and 
since camp started I've seen him 
improve every single day," he 
said. “But he won’t be given the 
job if he can’t do it and. to be 
honest, Gavin wouldn’t want it 
that way. However. I think he 
has every chance." 

The unseasonably inclement 
Georgia weather offered liule 
assistance for kickers, but Hast- 
ings caught the eye when he con- 
verted four of six field goal 
attempts on a sodden field- A 
successful 47-yard kick into a 
strong side wind in a pre-season 
scrimmage against the Frankfort 
Galaxy served to underline the 
rapid strides he has made. 

Then there are his personal 
qualities. Foreigners, especially 
kickers, are not always wel- 
come on American football 
teams. Many break down into 
factions, with kickers, who gen- 


iracLice alone, left on the 
outside. During his time in 
Georgia, however. Hastings has 
clearly gained his team-mates’ 
acceptance and respect. 

“He’s just brought alL qf us to- 
gether," said Paul McCalhan, 
the Claymores’ punter. ft He 
has captained his country, so it 
shouldn't come as a surprise 
that he has these leadership 
qualities." 

It is still loo early to say foT 
certain whether Hastings Mil be 
on the sidelines when the Day- 
mores begin their season against 
the London Monarohs on Sun- 
day. His progress in camp has 
led the coaching staff to believe 
that he can handle kick-ofis, 
extra point attempts and short 
field goals. Longer Jacks maybe 
entrusted to McCallum. 

The final derision may rest 
with (he player, who has little 
to gain and much to lose, should 
he make a fool of himself- 

“I want to make a positive 
contribution to this team and to . 
the World League,” he : said. 
“But if that's not possible, then 
I probably won’t do it. You^ 
could argue that it would have " 
been easier for me to continue 
playing international rugby. 
Kicking an American football 
looks so simple, but I can assure 
you it's not" 


Amateurs seek help 


Boxing 


Ian Irwin, Britain’s boxing 
coach, yesterday appealed to 
professional promoters to leave 
leading amateurs free to com- 
pete in tbe Olympic Games. 

John Morris, tbe secretary of 
the Boxing Board of Control, 
called for a single organisation 
to run both codes of tbe sport, 
thus helping amateurs in their 
campaign to reach the Games. 

The lone British entry for the 
Atlanta Olympics is David 
Burke, the 21 -year-old Liver- 


semi-finals of the European 
Championships and then 
secured qualification by beating 
Scott Harrison of Scotland in an 
eliminator. Since the 1994 
Commonwealth Games, Irwin 
has, for example, lost the heavy- 
weight Danny Williams, the 
bantamweight Spencer Oliver 
and the light-welterweight Pe- 
ter Richardson to the paid 
ranks. All three would nave 
been candidates to go to At- 
lanta. 

Irwin said: “I think what 
we’ve got to do is perhaps look 


after our amateurs better, giving 
more government support so 
they won’t be as quick to turn 

E rofessional. Then we could 
ave some discussion with the 
professional people and say: ‘At 
the moment it’s all one way. At 
the end of the day you will get 
a better product if can you 
leave them with us until the end 
of the Olympic cycle.' 

“We should have had people 
like Naseem Hamed going to 
the Olympics with us this year. 
But we have had an ever- 
increasing loss to the profes- 
sional ranks. We’ve got one left 
from the last Commonwealth 
Games and none left from the 
Barcelona Olympics. 

“For Barcelona, there were 
four qualifying tournaments. 
This time they decided to make 
the European Championships 
the only qualifier, which made 
it very, veiy tough. . 

“What made it tougher still 
was that they seeded any Euro- 
pean boxer who reached the 
quarter-final of last year's 
World Championships. It was 
very sad indeed that Burke and 
Harrison had to box off because 
they are both featherweights. 


“That should never happen 
again. Harrison won a Euro- 
pean bronze and he’s the only 
boxer to have won a medal ana 
not go to the Olympics. That 
takes some accepting." 

Morris replied: “My own 
personal belief is that there 
should be an umbrella organi- 
sation for all boxing in BriLain. 
It should have sufficient pow- 
ers to sustain a slightly higher 
age limit for people turning 
professional [which is 18 at the 
moment]. 

“That would give the ama- 
teurs that bit more continuity. 
Nineteen could be a start and 
that would be well received by 
the amateurs. 

“I don’t want it to appear that 
1 am levelling any criticism at 
the England team, or those 
who prepared them. In their 
coach Ian Irwin they have a first 
class and veiy dedicated man. 
If they are disappointed, we are 
disappointed, so what do you 
do? You see if you can gel to- 
gether to do something about 
it, and what could we do in the 
next four years to produce a 
strong British amateur team for 
the Sydney Olympics." 


Harmon in the clear 
after neck injury 


Rugby League 


The Leeds captain, Neil Har- 
mon, has been cleared of any se- 
rious damage after being 
earned off in a neck-brace on 
Monday, writes Dave Hadfield. 

Harmon collapsed after mak- 
ing a tackle in the defeat by St 
Helens at Headingley and was 
taken to hospital for scans on his 
neck and back, which had gone 
into spasm. He has now been 
given a dean bill of health and 
could be ready for Leeds' next 
game, at Oldham on Saturday. 

The former Wigan and Eng- 
land player. Barrie -Jon Mather, 
who was carried off playing for 
the Western Reds in Perth at die 
weekend, has also been cleared 
of any spinal injury. However, 
a broken jaw will deny Paris 
St-Gerroain the services of the 
Australian stand-off, Todd 
Brown, for at least six weeks. 

London Broncos feel they are 
being singled out for unfair 
treatment from referees and 
they are asking the Rueby Foot- 


ball League to review tbe tapes 
of their first three Super League 
games. The Broncos' football 
manager, Robbie Moore, is 
concerned about the penalty 
count. “We’re asking Greg Me- 
Calhim, the referees’ supervisor, 
to look at the videos of those 
games and tell us where we are 
going wrong," he said. “It’s 
something that requires the 
League's urgent attention, oth- 
erwise our players - not to 
mention our fans - will start to 
become disillusioned." 

The Oceania Cup, designed 
to bring Fiji. Tbnga. Western 
Samoa and the Cook Islands 
into regular international com- 
petition after their successes in 
the Centenary World Cup. has 
been called off for this sea- 
somThe tournament has been 1 
scrapped because Super 
League’s appeal is to be heard 
in court in Australia in May. . 

The Oceania tour of the 
British Isles, including match- 
es in Scotland, Wales arid Ire- 
land. in October, should be 
unaffected. 
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Rugby teeters on the brink of a second great split 


At Twickenham yesterday, Cliff 
Brittle repeated one of his 
favourite assertions since the 
membership of the Rugby 
Football Union made him 
chairman of the union's exec- 
utive in express defiance of the 
stated preference of that very 
executive. With the introduc- 
tion of professionalism, he 
said, English rugby was trying 
to do in months what should re- 
alistically take years. 

. This is a reasonable point, 
though it is extraordinary that 
it is England alone which has 
undergone such a paroxysm 
since the dread day when the 
International Rugby Board 
declared rugby open - for busi- 
ness- nearfy eight months 
ago. If you didn't know, vou 


know, you 


would surely guess that in Aus- 
ttalia. New Zealand and South 
Africa they just got on with it. 

The trouble is that the eight 
months have in fact turned out 
to be three, because it was 
only once Brittle was con- 
tentiously elected in January 
that negotiations between the 
RFU and its major chibs could 
begin in earnest. Three months 
to work out how to run and pay 
for a professional dispensation 
that, by Brittle's own account, 
should have taken three or 
even five years... perhaps it is 
not so surprising that the Eng- 
lish game is tearing itself asun- 
der. 

At any rate, it will do if the 
clubs execute their threat to re- 
move themselves from the 


union’s jurisdiction. They want 
autonomously to run and gain 
ihe full financial benefit of 
those competitions m which 
they participate, whereas the 
RFU insists its untrammelled 
control over English rugby and 
its exclusive rights to television 
and sponsorship monies are 
non-oegotiable. 

As ihese are among the 
principal negotiating positions 
of the clubs - represented 
these days by the ghastly 
acronym EPRUC (English 
Professional Rugby Union 
Clubs) - they have since yester- 
day been left with the straight 
choice of backing down or 
breaking away. For the latter to 
be credible, they would need 
the equivalent clubs of every 


Steve Bale analyses how months of 
negotiation have led to an impasse in the 
headlong rush towards professionalism 


other significant European 
union to do likewise. 

Whether in England or else- 
where, we should believe it 
when we see it. though if it did 
happen the RFU would be 
hugely embarrassed, not only 
because of the awful conse- 
quences but because the broad- 
casters who have supposedly 
pledged their undying fidelity 
to the union would be shown 
instead to have been duplici- 
tous in the extreme. 

This crisis may seem to have 
come upon English rugby un- 
awares. but the exactitude of 


hindsight demonstrates that it 
has been a possibility ever since 
the ERB consigned amateurism 
to histoiy. The RFU takes 
great pride in the convoluted 
out preciously democratic, way 
it then set about implementing 
the new dispensation. It has 
congratulated itself on being the 
only big union around the world 
to have had a commission of in- 
vestigation and special general 
meeting of the membership. 

So keen were the hoi-polloi 
to talk about the vexed subject 
that they even had to have a 
second special general meeting. 


basically to agree to some- 
thing they had already agreed 
at the fist one. Bulat least they 
were given their 15 minutes - 
or seven hours, if you add the 
meetings together - of fame. 

The dubs set out on the road 
to yesterday's breakdown as 
soon as the commission had 
been appointed talking a good 
boycott and complaining of 
inadequate representation for 
the First Division, which would 
after all, be at the sharp end of 
professionalism. From there 
the situation deteriorated only 
slowly, until the orgy of recrim- 
ination that has taken place 
over the past 10 days. 

At find Torn 1 Hallett, the 
RFU secretary, and Peter 
Wheeler, then the biggest of the 


First Division big shots, had 
continued an amicable but es- 
sentially meaningless dialogue. 
The sea-change occurred the 
weekend before last when 19 of 
EPRUC’s members - the ex- 
ception being London Scottish 

- boycotted a meeting at Twick- 
enham and were then surprised 
to find Brittle and Hallett using 
less conciliatory language. 

The ensuing campaign of 
obloquy against Brittle was 
both unpleasant and counter- 
productive. The two sides are 
left further apart than ever at 
the very moment - less than a 
month from the end of the 
season and the RFU’s mora- 
torium on club professionalism 

- when they should have long 
since come together. ' 


And though the RFU has 
been at best dilatoiv, EPRUC 
made a calamitous diplomatic 
blunder in expecting Sir John 
Hall of Newcastle United and 
Newcastle RFC to have the 
slightest idea that what makes 
rugby tick is different from what 
makes football tick. 

It has been reported that 
when Hall met Brittle last 
Thursday Hall had to be 
physically restrained, and even 
Brittle admits the confrontation 
was “heated - ". But now, if ever, 
is a time for cool heads and 
rational debate. The Rugby 
FboLball Union has called the 
bluff of its great clubs and 
waits to see if there will be a 
second great split 101 years 
after the first. 


Keegan’s 
» pride amid 
the pain 

Gtenn Moore on where this season's 
individual and team prizes may end up 


Judging by Easter Monday’s re- 
sults it is time for Alex Fergu- 
son to find some more 
mantlepiece space and invest in 
a new fridge. 


ions invariably brings the acco- 
lade of Manager of the Year and 
with it a trophy, £7.500 and, 
since the sponsors are Carling,, 
more lager than Ferguson is 
ever likely to drink (though he 
can choose champagne in- 
stead). 

There is another, more recent 
managerial award, one which is 
voted for by their peers. This 
one takes account of resources 
as well as results and has so far 
eluded the boss of the title 
winners. Instead it has reward- 
ed managers who have pros- 
pered on more modest means 
- Dave Bassett, Joe Kinnear and 
- Frank GarL 

On that basis Harry Red- 
knapp must stand a good 
chance this season but so, for a 
change, should the two men 
whose teams are duelling for the 
championship, Ferguson and 
Kevin Keegan. 

No one could suggest Keegan 
has been operating on modest 
resources, but he nas built the 
most exciting team to watch in 
many years. Sadly for Newcas- 
tle supporters, it increasingly 
looks as if Keegan's citation wifi 
not, however, be for the man- 
ner in which his team won the 
title, but for the way he handled 
their losing of it. 

There are not many manag e rs 
who, faced with a second crush- 
ing last-minute defeat in five 
days, would have presented such 
a gracious face to the public. 
Many would not have present- 
ed any kind of face, especially not 
white the steam was still rising 
from his players’ backs. 

Keegan was candid and sto- 
ical after the Blackburn defeat 
There are some who would 
prefer him to be cursing and 
snarling, but it was crystal clear 
that defeat hurt, that be was 
only just keeping iris emotions 
in check. 


Keegan virtually admitted 
on Monday night that the title 
was lost when he began talking 
about coming second. That may 
indeed spell the end for New- 
castle for, if the great motiva- 
tor does not believe it is still 
possible, how can he convince 
his players? 

Yet, as Keegan recognised. 
Newcastle, despite their loss of 
form, would stfll be top if it were 
not for Manchester United’s re- 
markable recent run. 

That they have done so well 
in what is supposed to be a tran- 
sitional season is a tribute to 
Ferguson's judgement and man- 
management He has proved he 
was right to sell Mark Hughes 
and Paul Ince, and that he 
could overcome the departure 
of Andrei Kanchelskis. He has 
coaxed a young side to within 
reach of a significant triumph, 
for they are only likely to get 
better. 

He has also helped Eric Can- 
tona reform .-himself. The 
Frenchman is making one of 
those late runs for an award 
himself, the Footballer of the 
Year. His goals have made the 
difference in each of Man- 
chester United's last six League 
games, five of which have been 
won, one drawn. They have in- 
cluded stunning volleys, like 
the one against Arsenal, and 
tap-ins. as against Coventry. 

Yet, while he has stayed out 
of trouble since his return, he 
appears dismissive of the wider 
responsibilities of his stardom 
when set against Ruud Gullit's 
example. The Dutchman has 
given press and public new in- 
sights into the game and, while 
be will not win a medal this 
year, think what he could have 
achieved with Manchester 
United. 

This vote will, however, go to 
a player who has both made a 
significant contribution to Man- 
chester United’s success and is 
not scripted by Nike: Peter 
Schmeichel. If he played for 
Newcastle, they would still be 
top. 



Out of reach: Marquis Grissom of the Atlanta Braves fails to reach third base with his (five and is tagged out in the second inning by Mike Blowers of the Los Angeles Dodgers, 
ffideo No mo pitched the first shutout of the season, only giving up three hits, as the Dodgers won their first home game 1-0 Photograph: Mark Terrill/AP 


Cup final rehearsal for Rangers and Hearts 


Rangers tonight tackle Ihe first 
of five remaining fixtures which 
will deride whether they or 
Celtic have the opportunity of 
playing in the European Cham- 
pions’ League next season. 

Waller Smith's double-chas- 
ing side, five points ahead in the 
title race with five matches to 
play, travel to Edinburgh to 
meet Hearts at lynecastle in a 
rehearsal of the Tennents Scot- 
tish Cup final on 18 May. 

Celtic, meanwhile. wiD try to 
lift themselves after their Old 
Firm semi-final defeat on Sun- 
day as they meet relegation- 


threatened Kilmarnock at 
Parkhead. 

It is another intriguing 
evening made all the more in- 
teresting by yesterday’s decla- 
ration by both clubs that they 
wifi join the end-of-season 
scramble to sign Gianluca Vial- 
li when the Juventus captain’s 
contract expires. 

The Rangers captain Richard 
Gough, meanwhile, will be 
asked to decide for himself if he 
is fit to return for the game at 
Hearts after a five-week ab- 
sence. 

“Richard has bad the bene- 


fit of some more training but we 
have to be careful with a calf 
muscle injury,” the Ibrox as- 
sistant manager, Archie Knox, 
said. “We wiU make a decision 
nearer the time and it will be 
up to Richard if he feels he is 
ready to play. 

“Hearts are through to the 
Cup final and they were the last 
side to beat us when they came 
to Ibrox and won 3-0 in Janu- 
ary. Their players will be play- 
ing for Cup final places and 
have a chance of Europe 
through the league so there is 
a lot to play for on both sides. 


“As for the title, we are in a 
good position but there is still 
a helluva lot more to be done 
before we achieve anything. 

“Beating Celtic last Sunday 
was a big win for us. If beating 
your great rivals in a Cup semi 
doesn’t lift you, then nothing 
will, but we still have to go out 
and perform today.” 

While Rangers expect to 
field a similar side to the one 
that beat Celtic, Hearts wifi give 
a debut to their new £400,000 
signing from Raith, Colin 
Cameron. Gary Locke is doubt- 
ful with an ankle injury and their 


assistant manager, Billy Brown, 
said: “Ws know it will be a hard 
game against Rangers and we 
don’t see it as a cup final re- 
hearsal. The final is a long 
way away right now and we 
have five games in which to 
try and finish as high up the 
league as possible." 

After the hurting, comes the 
healing. That is the hope for 
Celtic and their supporters as 
Kilmarnock visit Parkhead. 
Manager Tommy Burns yes- 
terday described Sunday’s 2-1 
defeat by Rangers as “hard to 
take” and spoke of “lying in bed 


long into the night” on his ef- 
forts to reward Celtic's long-suf- 
fering supporters. - ! don’t 
expect any reaction to Sunday 
other than a positive one,” 
said Burns, who could have 
John Collins back in his squad 
after a groin problem. 

“The Celtic supporters must 
lake great credit for the ovation 
they gave us at full-time at 
Hampden and everything we do 
is for them,” he added. “I’m 
sure the ground will be full for 
the Kilmarnock game because 
they realise there is still a big 
prize to play for.” 


SPORTING DIGEST 


* Henman and Petehey fall at the first 


Tennis 

Britain’s Tim Henman and 
Mark Petehey were both beat- 
en in the the first round of the 
Indian Open tournament in 
New Delhi yesterday. 

Henman, who recently 
reached the semi-finals of two 
ATP events, raced to a 6-1 suc- 
cess in the-first set against Den- 
mark's Frederik Fetterlein but 
then lost the next two sets, 6-1 
and 6-0. Petehey was beaten 
6-4, 64 by the top seed from 
Sweden, Thomas Enqvist. 


Parking ticket 
sparks rivalry 

FooCbaH 

A parking ticket that was given 
to the manager of 3 Spanish 
team by a policeman who sup- 
ports their, arch-rivals has 
caused controversy in Seville. 

• TTa: Real Bern coach, Loren- 
zo Serra Ferrer, reacted angri- 
ly to the fine and was detained 
for four hours on Saturday by 
a policeman who is a season - 
ticket holder with their neigh- 
bours, Seville. 

Senra Ferrer could be given 

tfirisnn emipnrt* if inn mi oniltr 


Persistent rain forced the 
postponement of yesterday’s 
scheduled first-round matches 
at the Hong Kong Open men’s 
tournament, where Pete Sam- 
pras and Michael Chang were 
due to play the Canadian, Se- 
bastian Lareau, and Soutb 
Africa's Marcos Ondruska re- 
spectively. 

Venus W illiams, touted as 
one of the outstanding players 
of the future, retired with a hip 
injury in the first set of her firet- 
round match at the Bausch & 
Lomb cham pionships in Amelia 


Island, Florida, yesterday. The 
197th-ranked 15-year-old, who 
has rarely been seen on tour 
since turning professional in Oc- 
tober 1994, suffered a right hip 
joint injury in the sixth game 
against Germany’s Veronika 
Martin ek. Williams retired at 
3-5 behind. 

“I began to hurt and I was 
taught not to play when hurt [by 
my parents].” W illiams said 
“There’s a lot of examples on 
the tour of player going on to 
to win a match and then not be- 
ing able to play for months.” 


Britain bank on surprise 


Ice hockey 

Great Britain plan to spring a 
surprise on then World Champ- 
ionship rivals in their campaign 
to regain a place m the top flight. 
The 23-strong squad are 


of kicking the officer. Hedenies 
the -charge; Real Betis are 
• Presently 15 places higher than 
Stifle in the Spanish League, 
arid 2 i paints ahead. 


pool A a year after they came 
dose to relegation from Pool B. 
Britain play Latvia in Emd- 
| hoven today, before facing 
Switzerland, Poland, the Neth- 
erlands, Japan, Denmark and 
then Belarus a week on Friday- 
Shannon Hope, the captain, 
believes their performance last 
year, when the event dashed 
with the. Wembley pjay^offe, 
could work in their favour this 
lime. “Some of the teams who 
we played last year and who had 
big wins over us will be 


thinking facing Britain wifi be 
another easy game,” he said. 
“But we are a lot stronger this 
year, so the surprise will work 
in our favour. Our preparations 
this time round could not be 
more different than last year. 

“Then, the Championships 
dashed with Wembley, so some 
players, Ubemyselftwere flying 
home in between games to play 
for their dubs. It wasn’t the best 
way to prepare and we nearly 
fell out of Ptool B because of it” 

Britain have shown they can 
be a force in Pool B with a five- 
match unbeaten start to their ; 
Olympic qualification pro- j 
gfamnte. During liratiime they ! 
have beaten two of the teams 
they ikeover the next fortnight 
- the Danes and the Dutch - 

and drawn in Switzerland 


French ring 
changes with 
four new caps 

Rugby Union 

France have named an experi- 
mental line-up, including four 
uncapped players, for the 
friendly against Romania in 
Aurillac a week on Saturday. 

The hooker Herve Guiraud, 
lock Hugues Miorin, flanker 
Giristophe Moni and wing 
David Venditti are the nerw 
men the French selectors hope 
will revitalise their fortunes af- 
ter the recent Five Nations dis- 
appointment 

The French manager, Jo 
Maso, said: “We need to tryout 
players who are keen to assert 
themselves." The coach, Jean- 
G aude Skrela, added: “It was a 
sad winter for France. In spring, 

I want players who are eager to 
play and enjoy themselves." 

Richard Dourthe, who was 
sidelined at the end of the • 
championship after stamping on 
England's Ben Clarke, returns 
at full-back in place of Jean-Luc 
Sadourny who asked to be rest- 
ed. Alam Penaud returns as 
stand-off, forcing Thomas Cas- 
taignede on to the bench. 

The booker Jean-Gaude Gon- 
zalez, foe flanker Laurent Ca- 
hanaesandfoestand-offThieny 
Lacroix are the main absentees. 
nwcE^aoB^Aid^aoMRD^- 

trieDVoKSa.QCampKr, SOas. PSafftf-An- 
*e (-3P0: A FVSttyd, G Axocetesiy, C Ca&fcno, 

H Guraud, F Taman'S. 0 RDunaL H Mom. C 
ASoim flMBcariMBtK 
E Ntsmaefc, T Cwtwpede. P Carisonneau. T 
Laonuu. M de Rcuawcrt. j-l Jacana. 


Baseball 

Following the on-feU death of umpire 
John McSherry last week, the veteran 
National League umpre. Eric has 
been granted a temporary leave of ab- 
sence to cry to reduce and stabilise his 
weight. Gregg, who is in his 19th ma- 
jor league season, ts listed as 6ft Am 
and 23st31b, roughly the sane size as 
McSheny, whose weight was considered 
a contributing factor to his health prob- 
lems and fetal heart attack. The Major 
League also announced that it had ap- 
pointed Edward MontaSJe as craw 
chief to replace McSheny. 

Hideo Nomo pitched a three-hitter 
and outshone Tom Glavlne as the Los 
Angaies Dodgers defeated the Atlanta 
Braves 1-0 in the Dodgers’ home 
opening game in front of 53,180 fans. 
The pitching duel was between the the 
1995 National Leagje RooWeofthe 'ifear 
and Wbrtd Series Most Valuable Play- 
er. Nomo, who was 13-6 as a rookie 
last year, recorded the first complete 
game shutout of the 1996 season and 
the fourth of his career. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Postponed: Boston v 
Mmesota. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Cctaado 6 Cfocag) ft 
Los Angeles 1 Adanta D; San Diegp 9 Oort- 

6 2; Prifebwtfi 3 Phiacioipbia 6; Cmcmati 

7 New York 6: Houston S San Francisco 2; 
St Lous 3 Montreal A (10 

Basketball 

The Chieag: Bute’ l»®A record 44-game 
home winning streak ended as the Char- 
lotte Homes beat CHcags 98-97, end- 
ing Michael Jordan and Ns team’s quest 
to become the first in league histoy to 
go undefeated at home. Despite the 
loss, the Bulls need to win four of their 
final seven games to become fire first 
team m league history to vain 70 
games in a season. 

NBA: New York 98 Seattle 108; PMadeiphe 

82 Now Jersey 79: uvwhBigmn ill Miami 

99; Mmesota US Toronto 101: Chicago 97 
aiatfom 98: rmfiera 97 Atienw*: Utah 91 
San Afflyfo 92 Gottn Sm 103 DMw 104; 
1A Ckppers 102 Portland 89. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W L Pet OB 

—Orlando 55 20 .733 

New York-— 44 31 .587 11 


COfTTJAL DtWSHJN 

ICtricago 6G 

•tadlNM 47 

Cknralurt 43 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
MIDWEST DIVISION 

*San Antonio — .56 

•Utah 51 

•Houston 43 


Vmcouvar U 

PACffICDMSKM 

-Seattle BO 

lAUtan 47 

Porttend 39 

PtioenB 39 

SaOMMOtB 34 

Golden State 33 

LA CSpim — 28 

* CAnened play-off twtfi; — 
ferenee OUe. 


9 .880 - 

29 .618 ISO* 

32 -573 23 

33 .554 24»b 

34 .553 M»a 

37 .513 27V* 

51 .311 * 3*2 

56 -253 47 


21 .724 

25 £71 4 

32 573 11 V* 
43 .427 22Va 

50 342 29 

51 JM 30Vj 

62 .162 42 

18 .789 

27 .635 12 

36 ,520 20V* 

38 320 20V* 

40 .459 25 
43 .434 27 
48 .368 32 

OMston Otter Cotv 


1. Ids League Second MvMon: Croydon 0 SflOOkar 
Sanstead 0. UsKMmd teaan Ffrst DMskxc 

Netherteld 2 Lancaster Ciy 2. North West 

ConoUes Leslie HretDMskxt: Blackpool 
Rowers 0 Newcastle Town 2; St Helens 5 Sal- 
ford Ctty 1. Bard Gate lxngno of Ireland: 

Bohemians 0 St Patrick's Athlete 0: Dundalk 
0 SfigD Rovers L Ranch League: Lens 2 
Monaco 1_ 


WMAlHghm 

Boston .10 

New Jersey 29 


L Pet OB 

20 .733 - 

31 .587 11 

38 .493 aa 

39 .480 S3 

45 .400 25 

46 .387 26 
60 .211 39v* 


Cricket 

The start of the Sharjah Cup limited- 
overs tournament has been put back 
one day to Friday after the death of a 
member of the Sharjah ruling family, un- 
der the revised itinerary for the three- 
team competition, Pakistan play India, 
rather than South Africa, in the open- 
ing match. The final is to be held on 
19 April as scheduled. 

REWSED imERARY (Staph Cup): 12 Apt! 
mete v Pakistan: 13 A|ni Pataaan v South 
Africa; 14 April India v South Africa; IS April 
India v Pakistani IB AprB Pakistan v South 
Africa; 17 Aprt India v South Afoca; 18 AprB 
Rea ttey: 19 Aprfl Final. 

Football 

The Yugoslav international Budomir 
Vujatic, of Sporting Lisbon, underwent 
knee surgeiy yesterday and wai be out 
of action for up to six months. 

SMRNOfFRSHlfNSJE Premier DMsta 

Crusaders 1 Bangor 0. First Division: Carrie* 
Rangers 1 Lame 0. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Rrtt 
DMrtoffi Arcenai 2 Nawleft 0; CftartWilMi- 
waflL 

WORLD CUP Concacaf first round seeond 
lag (Carttbaan Zone): St George's: Grena- 
da 6 Guyana 0 (Granada n#> 8-1 on aggre- 
gate and meet Haiti In second round). 
MONDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Premier 
League; Blackburn 2 Newcastle L Beazer 
Homes Laa 0 ie Premier nvfdon: Bunon 2 
Atftetstone 2 Worcester o Halesowen Town 


Ice hockey 

Ayr have added a Scottish dimension 
to the Superiea&ie by becoming the sev- 
enth side to sifft up for the new com- 
petition. The recently-formed club wHI 
be based aithe west-coast town’s Cen- 
trum Arena, which is due to be com- 
pleted soon. Sheffield, Manchester, 
Cardiff, Basingstoke, Newcastle and 
Bracknell have already been confirmed 
ss Superieague members. 

EASTERN COHERENCE 
NORTHEAST DIVISION 

W L T BF GAFTS 
“ PfU Mhuitf i — 40 27 4 350 269100 

Montreal 40 31 9 258 240 89 

Boston 38 30 U 273 280 87 

Hartford 33 3 7 9 232 252 75 

Buffalo 30 42 7 235 257 67 

Ottawa 17 57 5 181 279 39 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

*Ft>Badefphbi 42 2413 271 204 97 

* NY Rangers -~41 2414 268 225 96 

Florida 40 30 9 247 230 89 

Washington 38 30 U 226 197 87 

New Jersey 36 31 12 209 190 84 

Tampa Bay 36 31 12 232 242 84 

NYlstamlais -~21 50 B 217 307 SO 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DMSION 

tDetnft 59 13 7 310 175125 

"Chicago 39 2713 283 211 91 

StLonb __32 3315 215 243 79 

Toronto — 33 35 12 239 244 78 

Winnipeg 35 38 6 266 278 76 

DsBas 24 4014 215 265 82 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

"Colorado 45 2410 312 230100 

Calory -33 3511232 231 77 

Vancouver 31 3515 273 278 77 

AnaMm ——33 38 8 221 235 74 

Edmonton -30 42 8 235 294 68 

LssAngele* 22 3938 242 291 62 

San Jose 20 53 7 250 345 47 

'dtottplayotri^tOUstonaiz "flw- 
Weni'S Trophy 


SCORE DRAWS PT- 8, 16, 18, 21. 27, 38 
49. NO-SCORE DRAWS (7fc 17,24. 28. 33. 
34. 46, 47. fOtateru forecast is good, with 
seven score draws, and teteoftone claims an? 
rafted for 23 pomts). 


Stephen Hendry will start as the 
favourite to win the Embassy World 
Championship when the tournament 
starts at The Crucible Theatre. Sheffield, 
on 20 April. The defending champion, 
chasing a sixth world title, has been 
priced at 13-8 on by William Hlil book- 
makers to pick up the top prize. 

Swimming 

Although Jessica Fbschl. the 15-year- 
old American swimmer, has been 
cleared by the American Arbitration As- 
sociation of all blame over a positive test 
for steroids, swimming’s world govern- 
ing body, Fina, said yesterday it was 
launching its own investigation. Foschi, 
who tailed to qualify for this summer's 
Olympics in Atlanta, tested positive at 
the US national championships in 
Pasadena, California, last August 


Tennis 

ESTORIL OPEN TOURNAMENT (Lisbon) 
Han’s singles first round: A Gaudend (ft) 
tn Y KBfcVvkDv (Rus) 1-6 6-3 6-0; RCanetm 
(Spl K M GoeSner iGeO 6-4 6-2: S Pescosta- 
do (ft) bt N Maiques (Pen 6-3 6-4; T Muster 
[AuU btD RiW fCz Rep) 6-1 7-5; RFmmoerg 
(Aut) bt J Arose (Sp) 6-2 6-2: T Cartoneij 
(Spl bt K Goossens (Bel) 6-4 6-2. 

BAUSCH AND LOMB CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Amefla 1st and. Florida) Women's singles 
ffcst rotmit L RKhtenwa (Cz Rep) tt A Cafe- 
son (See) 5-2 7-5; S Hack (Ger) HA Serra- 
Z&netU (ft) 6-4 6-0; E Makarova (Rub) bt S 
Stafford (USi 4-6 6-1 7-5; R Dragomr (Rom) 
H T Wfwhrger Junes (US) 6-2 6-0; v Mar- 
unauGer) w v WBkams (US) 5-3 fret): K ffi- 
rialdi-Stuntel (USIKPSCriwaciAutj 6-7 6-2 
7-64 C Crtstaa (Rom) bt B Rrtmer (Geri 6-3 
6-3: C Papadato iGr) H L Golarsa (ft) 6-2 6- 
4; A Dechaume-Bateret (Fr) te M J Gaidano 
lAig) 6-1 6-3; A IWlier TUSl bt F Ziiuaga (Cdi 
6-1 64: P Hy SC'jtari (Cam a S Caac (US) 
64 6-1: A Temesran iHunj bt SCecctvni (ft) 

6- 2 6-3; N Medjedna (Ukrj H 5 Fanna lit) 
2-64-2 (rdi: LGhOdr-Rulfol IWI HG MeSen 
lUSl 7-6 6-l;PSuaieziArgjmFangLnaii- 
ra) 7-66-2; T jeememea nr ug) M M Pbz (Arg) 

7- 6 62; J Husawa (SKwakj u k Nowak (Pofi 
6-3 6-1; B 5chetl lAuu MS Merer iGeri 4-6 
64 6-3: S Piltowski irf) « D hrajttwcova 
(Stott) 6-1 6-1. 

INDIAN OPEN [New Delhi) Men’s singles, 
tat towa N kjo <Sw( (» J BjnVman t&uei 
6-3 6-4; F Fenenan (Deni or T Herman iGSj 
1-6 6-1 6-0; J Van Here). fBetf d; A Jarryd 
(Sara) 7-6 6-3; J Flpunan 'Fri Bt 0 OgwMOv 
iUk?i 5- 7 6-2 63; M Bhuputfu nnai 6t P Sn- 
noth (ind) 63 62: t Encrust iSwei bt M 
iitfj iGB 64 £4;J Stark OJSi bt M to- 
man tsv.e: 61 r-6. 
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Brittle dares 


leading clubs 


to break away 


Rugby Union 


STEVE BALE 


English rugby's governing body 
"rathe I 


yesterday called the bluff of its 
leading clubs and, in effect 
dared them to carry out their 
threat - eight months after 
rugby union went open - of 
breaking away to form a rival, 
professional organisation which 
would pay for itself from the 
broadcasting and sponsorship of 
its own rebel competitions. 

The Rugby Football Union - 
in the person of Cliff Brittle, 
chairman of its executive com- 
mittee, justifying himself after 
a week of personalised vilifi- 
cation - dramatically laid down 
the law at Twickenham by mast- 
ing that it would remain In 
total charge of administering 
rugby and the monies coming 
into the game. 

The union's attitude of “thus 
far. no further" also extends to 
its plans for next season's com- 
petitions. Contrary to the stated 
wish of the dubs, there will be 
relegation as originally planned 
from the First Division of the 
Courage Championship. This 
means West Hartlepool are 
already down, with Gloucester 
or Saracens likely to join them. 

Brittle confirmed that this 
season's first four First Division 
clubs would be entered into the 
European Cup, the remaining 
six into an Anglo-Welsh compe- 
tition. The dubs had wanted 
wider European and cross- 
border involvement and a re- 
duction from 18 to 1 1 domestic 


fixtures, with a 12-team First 
Division playing each other 
once. 

The union's determination to 
maintain an intermediate rep- 
resentative level between dub 
and country means there will 
still be divisional rugby - al- 
though not a Divisional Cham- 
pionship - next autumn when 
London, the Midlands, North 
and South-West will play Argen- 
tina, the Junior Springboks and 
Queensland. 

AD of this is anathema to the 
clubs, who want to run and 
finance themselves and now 
have to put up or shut up. 
There will be no formal re- 
sponse until after a meeting to- 
morrow, but last night a 
spokesman for English Profes- 
sional Rugby Clubs, the um- 
brella body for the First and 
Second Divisions, said: “Given 
the complete lack of willin gness 
beforehand by Brittle to nego- 
tiate it was entirely expected. He 
is playing a very dangerous 
game." 

One club official says plans 
for competitions supported by 
television are in place, to be dis- 
closed as soon as a breakaway 
is declared. Yesterday the RFU 
insisted that all broadcasters had 
pledged to deal only with it, but 


either way there is great scep- 
: chibs 


tidsm at Twickenham that < 
will be able to afford the con- 
tracts to which they are already 
committing themselves. 

“We are talking about the 
soul of the game," Malcolm 
Phillips, a former England 
centre from Lancashire who sits 


The Twickenham battle lines 


English Professional Rugby Union Clubs (EPRUC) have submitted 

12 draff principles to the Rugby Football Union. Yesterday, the 
RFU announced an outright refusal to negotiate on three. 

1 That all monies raised from competitions be paid to partic- 
ipating clubs. 

2 That payments to representative players be made through 
EPRUC. 

1 3 That an independent body be established to run the professional 
game. 

The RFU yesterday announced it would negotiate on eight of 
the remaining nine points, the ninth being to note that the 
“golden" share in EPRUC originally offered to the RFU had been 
reduced to a non-voting share. 

1 Distribution of TV rights and sponsorship. 

' 2 A success fee for clubs participating in knock-out competi- 
tions. 

1 3 Conditions to be placed by the union on relevant monies raised. 

! 4 Explore together one contract for players with the union re- 
| taining primacy of availability for representative rugby. 

5 Playing of major games at Twickenham, but without auto- 
matic right of access. 

6 Reorganisation and reform of the RFU so as to administer 
an open/professional game. 

7 A structured season having regard to international and rep- 
resentative games. 

8 Explore the possibility of renegotiating sponsorship agree- 
ments as and when existing contracts allow. 


with Brittle on the REITs nego- 
tiating panel, said yesterday. “If 
we get this one wrong, we are 
into some pretty horrid sce- 
narios. In soccer the dubs dic- 
tate to the union. In rugby 
league they can't meet then- 
wage bills so they sell out to 
Murdoch. 

“They are two scenarios that 
could befall us if we are not 
careful Neither the union nor 
the clubs have the money to 
fund the open game at the 
moment. People are m aking 
promises they cannot keep and 
people are going to suffer. The 
players will suffer from broken 
contracts. The dubs wfll go 
bust" 

The dubs' alternative view is 
that the means of avoiding such 
an eventuality is for them auto- 
nomously to control their own 
destiny. But any RFU sympa- 
thy for this view evaporated 
when Sir John Hall of Newcas- 
tle United - and latterly New- 
castle RFC-suggested that the 
England team would be no 
more than an optional extra 
under the new dispensation. 

“We are welcoming some 
wealthy individuals into the 
game who are used to getting 
their own way and whose moti- 
vations and experience in this 
game are not the same as ours," 
Brittle said. To which Don 
Rutherford, the Geordie who 
has been the REITs technical 
director for 26 years, added: 
"The arrival of a new man on 
the block with charismatic qual- 
ities seems to have confused the 
minds of many League One and 
Ttoo club officials. 

“The newcomer is Sir John 
Hall and I suppose it is in- 
evitable that he should wish to 
compare rugby with soccer the 
latter is his main sporting ex- 
perience. This is a dangerous 
assumption as England soccer 
is ranked 23 in the world while 
England rugby -is in the top 
four.” 

, The gap seems unbridgable. 
"We’ve fried for the last three 
months to be in a placatory ne- 
gotiating situation with the 
Rugby Union,” Mike Coley, 
Gloucester’s chief executive, 
said yesterday. “They have 
totally ignored the majority of 
what we’ve been frying to do 
and have come up and said: 
‘We’re in charge, do as you're 
told.’ 

“It is only right that we have 
the television rights and spon- 
sorship monies from those com- 
petitions in which we play. If we 
are going to have a professional 
game we have to have the 
money to pay the professional 
game. No dub in England has 
that money without the tele- 
vision rights and sponsorship." 
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ACROSS 

Theory of photographic 
fixer-paper (10) 

In this transition, ran 
across a ground (9) 

Press Club? (4) 

0 Places for putting vegeta- 
bles <6T 

1 Defenders’ blunders have 
ends (3,5) 

3 Make-up for the complex- 
ion? (61 

4 Scope within Circle Line 
for greenhouse growing 
fruit (8) 

7 Archangel's granny? (S) 

9 Impudence shown to 
Olympic finalists of Trance 
( 6 ) 

1 Close call, losing head 
when running to ground? 
(8) 


23 Plan to put church in same 
resort (6) 

25 Notice Italian gallery open- 
ing? (4) 

26 Coming from Rouen, get a 
train (9) 

27 Tiny characters to trap 
wary signatories? (5,6) 


un- 7 


DOWN 

1 Suffering a bash near the 
Spanish Steps, reportedly 

2 ticket? (4) 

3 Difficult duty to entrust to 
industry (4,4) 

4 Contemplating having 
some money in Guernsey? 
15) 

5 Place apart for tea-blender 
on foreign soil (7) 

6 Big animal out east, under 
the sun (10) 


Attending trial, give evi- 
dence (6) 

12 Multistorey building in 
which perry casks are 
moved about (10) 

15 Japanese play-reading that 
is worthless (2-7) 

16 Film profound, showing 
where beauty lies? (4-4) 

18 Flatness of the doldrums? 
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neral method in play (6) 
22 Impetuous, the Spanish 
provide accommodation 
For tourists (5) 

24 The case for sewers in the 

TuDeries? (4) 
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Busst 
facing a 
year out 
of action 


FootbaB 



Tail story: Scotland's Gordon Sherry (left) has words with Tom Watson at Augusta yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


Norman eyes new jacket 


Golf 


TIM GLOVER 
reports from Augusta 


Every year Greg Norman has a 
cruel reminder that what is 
missing from his wardrobe is a 
green jacket Hie winners of the 
Masters not only get their own 
bespoke blazer but exclusive use 
of the champions' locker room, 
and poor old Norman has to 
change with the mere mortals. 
Yesterday he tried to make 
light of the one that got away. 

Norman was asked how 
many Masters be could have 
won had he bad the rub of the 


green. “I don't think like that, 
he said. “I have been lucky ii 


in 


other thin^. It is not cast in 
stone that 1 have to win the Mas- 
ters. 1 bet that there are some 
things that I’ve done that peo- 
ple who have won the Masters 
would like to do. I’m still chas- 
ing the elusive rainbow. My ca- 
reer's not over yet” 

In fact Norman firmly be- 
lieves he will get better with age. 
“My best gou will come in the 
forties." he said. “My life gets 
better the older I geL You 
learn so much as time goes by." 
Norman is 41 and he has just 
played the worst golf of his ca- 
reer, missing two cuts in suc- 
cession. “I’m not concerned 
about that" he said. “I didn't 
enjoy doing it but it might be a 
blessing in disguise. I don't 
worry about the past" 

Asked what had suddenly 
gone wrong with his game, 
Norman replied: “My head. 
Certain things are meant to 
happen. They even out in the 
long run. It was just one of those 
weird things. It just disap- 
peared." He said that on a 
scale of 10, he would currently 
register seven. "Missing those 
cuts might just tweak my men- 


tal approach. No other tourna- 
ment generates such a feeling. 
This is pure golf. No corporate 
boxes, no tented village, perfect 
conditions." 

Norman, the world No 1 and 
the dominant force in the game 
for a decade, had won only two 
major championships, the Open 
at Turn berry in 19S6 and again 
at Royal St George’s, Sandwich, 
in 1993. Despite his victory he 
has no soft spot for the. Kent 
links. “I played great golf But it 
is not ray favourite place. There 
are too many blind shots.” 

Nick Faldo, once the world 
No 1 and now down to eighth, 
has enjoyed the rub of the 
green at Augusta National, win- 
ning the Masters in play-offs in 
1989 and 1990. “My desire is al- 
ways the same with the majors," 
Faldo said. “I've been planning 
for this for six months. Experi- 
ence will pay dividends. You 
need to know what you're do- 
ing, know your routes and know 
slv ar 
pfayii 


when to play aggressively and 
aying 


defensively. I've been pi 
nicely for the past couple of 
monihs and have just been 
waiting for something to hap- 
pen. .. or waiting fortius week." 

Both Norman and Faldo be- 
lieve the greens at Augusta Na- 
tional, traditionally almost as fast 
as lightning, will be at their 
quickest than for some years. 
Faldo reckons that on the stirnp- 
raeter, the device that mea- 
sures the speed of the greens, the 
reading will be 13. In golf terms 
that's around Mach 1. “That's 
just the uphill ones," Faldo said. 
“You’ve just got to steer the ball 
into the fiat spots, two-putt and 
get out of there." 

Faldo left the European Tour 
for the greener grass of Ameri- 
ca 15 months ago. “Week in, 
week out you're playing in good 
conditions with great facilities, 
and the weather helps," Faldo 


said. Tm getting more com- 
fortable with these conditions and 
I'd like to think Tm ready for this 
week. This will be the severest 
test of nerve in golf. It becomes 
the feel factor. You can’t just Mast 
in, miss a green and get up and 
down. You can't do that here. If 
you’re nervous and underpres- 
sure you've still got to hit great 
shots all the time. And you've got 
to be putting well.” 

Faldo is having treatment to. : 
a shoulder butsaysitisnotcausT 
rag him a problem. “I had a. 
spasm and it took me a couple 
of days to work: it out;" hesaid. 
“I have warm-up rubs-'eveiy-j 
morning and it's fine. As long 
as Tm fit and strong I have an- 
other seven or eight years with 
a realistic chance of 
Masters. I’m sure someone in 
their fifties could win here. IT! 
bet Jack believes he catt.wuL* 

Jack Nicklaiis, who is 56, 
won the last of his six Masters 
titles in 1986 when Norman was 
joint runner-up. On Sunday he 
won the Tradition tournament 
on the seniors tour in Phoenix. 
"Jack will be a contender," Fal- 
do said, “because he wants to 
do iL" 

Faldo also thought that his 
Ryder Cup partner, Colin 
Montgomerie, will have a good 
tournamenL “He’s playing very 
well from tee to green and it wifi 
come down to how well he 
putts. I think he's got iL He has 
the desire and he wants to play 
well in every tournament be en- 
ters. Thai’s a very difficult thing 
to do. People don’t give guys 
enough credit for playing well 
week in, week out and being on 
the leaderboard all the time." 

When somebody mentioned 
Norman and the missed cuts, 
-Faldo said: “Write him off 
quick. I think that’s the end of 
him, really. He’s gone. I’m not 
suprised that somebody misses 


two cuts in a row. Tm more 
suprised when someone misses 
five in a row, is a sixth alternate 
and then wins a tournamenL If 
a guy is off his game for five 
minutes he's off. I’m sure Nor- 
man is going to be a major con- 
tender this week." . 

The Great White Shark will 
not need reminding that the 
likes of Faldo and Big Jack and 
Gentle Ben and Little Woosie 
- and even Sandy Lyle -will be 
changing in the champions' 
locker room. 


David Busst will lace at feast a 
year out of football/before he 
f-an begin the baltkto rcbnfld 
his career in the wake ofthe Old 
Trafford incident that saw his 
right leg shattered. > . - 

The Coventry City defender 
underwent an initial operation 
on Monday evening at Hope 
Hospital, Salford, and faces 
more surgery today on the hor- 
rific injuiyihai banal Monday's -- 
premiership match -against - j 
Manchester United for nine 
minutes. 

Raymond Ross, Consultant . 
Orthopaedic SurgbonatHope 
Hospital, was optimistic that 
Busst would make a full recov- 
ery but warned that progmdjfc- 
would be slow. “I Would say.ff^ 
will take a minim um of three- 
months for the fractnre to heal 
and it could be six, " Ross said. 

L I don't think he wiU-be back hi 
football before 12 months.” 

Ross has consul ted the High- - : 
field Road chib’s surgeon; Jraa 
Aldridge, about Busst and ithas 
been agreed that he wifi stajr in 
Hope Hospital, whereana&wiH ' ■ 
be inserted in the bone early;.' 
next week. “He has been under . 
observation and the leg is look- - 
ing good," added Mr Ross. "He - 
suffered an open fracture of lbe 
right tibia and we have applied - 
an external fixator tofrofcrthe - 
fracture and deaned tfewpund. 
Although it is a serious injury, 

I am optimistic the fracture wffl 
heal spontaneously." ■ r 

Even if Busst maintains Iris - 
recovery schedule, he will be ap- 
proaching his 30th birthday 
when ready to return a year 
from now. Coventry, however, 
have firmly dismissed reports 

c laiming that his career isover. 
Their secretary, Graham Hov- .. 
er. said yesterday: “He. is a. 
strong mdwiduaL For people to 
write him off at this stage is 
quite ridiculous." 

The Liverpool utility player, 
Steve Hartal ess, who broke 
leg playing against Coventry, ^ 
could be back in action sooner 
than expected. Harkness suf- 
fered a double fracture in the ; 
defeat at Highfiekl Road on Sat- ~ 
urday. Original estimates were 
set at nine months for a full re- 
covery but his manager, Roy 
Evans, said: “The leg has bees 
pinned and it looks to be a suc- 
cessful job. The signs are that 
it looks a nice, neat job and it 
might not be long." 

Arsenal are set to finalise die 
£1. 3m signing of the French in- 
tematiuonal left-back, Bixente 
Lizarazu. later thisrweek. The 
Gunners want Lizarazu to sign 
a pre-contract which w£U allow 
hun stay with Bordeaux as they 
attempt to win the Ue£a Cup. 
Keegan's pride, page 23 
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World record loses its Magic 


Basketball 


DUNCAN HOOPER 


When Iain McKinney broke 
the world record for the longest 
scoring basketball shoL the 
23-year-old university post- 
graduate who plays for the 
Sheffield Sharks thought he 
had beaten one of tbe sport's 
greatest names - Magic John- 
son. 

The 6ft lin McKinney 
dropped his shot in the basket 
from 90 feet b^in at Ponds 
Forge on Monday and the event 
sponsors, Sony, claimed he had 
smashed a record set by John- 


son, of the Los Angeles Lakers, 
by four and a half indies. 

“I don't think so," the Lakers 
spokesman, Matthew Fleer, said. 
“If Magic had ever scored from 
over 90 feet, we'd remember iL 
Jerry West scored from 60 feet 
in a playoff game in the ’60s, but 
that’s the longest by a Lakers 
player." 

McKinney will go in the 
Guinness Book of Records -but 
ousting Christopher Eddy, a 
Pennsylvania high school play- 
er who set the previous record 
in 1989, does not have the same 
buzz as blocking Magic Johnson. 

McKinney'sshot was hardly a 
fluke. With his previous effort he 


took the. British record by scor- 
ing from 86 feet to beat Antho- 
ny Hylton’s 77ft mark at Hemel 
Hem ps tead, on an earlier stop on 
Sony's UK tour to promote their 
NBA computer game. 

McKinney said: “It was in- 
credible enough when the first 
one went in. Team-mate Chris 
Finch told me to have another 
go for the world record, but I 
told him lightning doesn’t strike 
twice." 

Unfortunately McKinney has 
no record of his glory. Incred- 
ibly for one of the world's com- 
munication giants, Sony did 
not have so much as a band-held 
camcorder at the evenL 
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